
Dear Parents and Friends,       
 
This is the final newsletter of this term, with next week 
being the final week of the term. It has been another busy 
term with many students and teachers looking for a well-
deserved break.  
 
On Monday, Penola PS hosted over 150 educators from 17 
sites as part of the South East Coast and Vines Partnership 
for a Professional Development led by the Teaching and 
Learning Services team from DECD.  The focus of the 
session was on teachers working together to create 
learning tasks that promote intellectual stretch in students. 
This was a great opportunity for teachers across our 
partnership to work together and network.  
 
Staffing and Classes 2016 
The process for staffing for 2016 has begun with staff 
currently looking at class structures for 2016, given 

estimated projections of numbers.  Once class composition 
has been determined, permanent staff will be placed 
followed by contracts for remaining vacancies. Belle 
Maduro, who is permanent, has returned to Coober Pedy 
for family reasons and will not be returning to Penola PS in 
2016.  
Once endorsed by the Personnel Advisory and Finance 
Committees, we will announce class structures through the 
newsletter.   
 
CPSW 
After a long hiatus, we have 
finally been successful in 
appointing a Christian Pastoral 
Support Worker. Nathan McDuff, 
from Millicent, will be working at 
Penola PS on Mondays starting 
next term. We look forward to 
having him at our school.  
 
 
 
Science Week 
During Week 7 we celebrated Science Week with a Paper 
Plane Challenge. There were over 90 entrants and many 
excited students came to watch the lunch time event held 
in the gym. Students completed the challenge ensuring that 
the principles of a fair science test were applied. In the end 
our best paper plane makers and pilots were: 
  

Foundation – Stirling Nankivell 
Year 1 – Kobi Walker  
Year 2 – Jack Sharman 
Year 3 – Scarlett Black 
Year 4 – Dean Faux 
Year 5 – Zach Jolley 
Year 6 – Hugh Jolly 
Year 7 – Kane Whitehouse 
Staff – Tony O’Connell 
  
These 8 students and 1 staff member 
then battled it out to be the 2015 Penola Primary School 
Paper Plane Champion. In the end the winner was Zach 
Jolley with his winning plane design flying just over 16 
metres.  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Terms 3 and 4 

September   

Tues-Frid 22-25 Year 6 Camp (Adelaide)  

Friday  25th 
Last Day Term 3 
Assembly  (SRC) 1:30pm 

October   

Monday 12th Term 4 begins 

Wed 21st 
Championship field events 
South East Music Festival 

Friday 23rd Sports Day 

November   

 3rd Governing Council 7:00pm 

 4-6th Year 3 Camp—Keith 

 7th Quiz Night  

Mon—Frid 30-4th Year 7 Camp 

December 8th School Concert 

 11th Last day of term 4 
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Thank you to everyone who participated, the 
audience and the Year 7 judges and helpers. 
 aŜǊǊŀƴ WƻƭƭŜȅ 

Term 4 Staffing  
Cathy Heyn will return from Long Service Leave, and 
will be back in the Year 3 class as well as teaching 
History.  
 
Thank you to Jenny Tocaciu, Fiona Holberton and 
Stacey Walters who have been filling in whilst Cathy 
has been on leave.  
 
Also thank you to Sheridan Wilson, who has come 
from Adelaide to fill in for Ms Sims over the past 
two weeks.  
 
Student Teachers 
This is the final week for Jess and Tanja who will be 
completing their teaching practicum experience. 
We thank them for their contribution to each class, 
particularly to Jess, given difficult circumstances of 
the past two weeks. We wish them all the best in 
the remainder of their studies, and may see them 
back here as qualified teachers in the future.  
 

Choir 
Congratulations to Skye M, Sophie, Ella, Skye P, 
Tiannah, Angus and Charlotte  who performed at 
the Festival Theatre at the Adelaide Choir Festival. I 
am sure it would be a big thrill for all concerned to 
be able to perform in such a large choir and a big 
venue.  
 
Parent Club 
Thank you to Mardi Currie, Kerry Dent, Naomi 
McShane, Denise Powell and the staff at Windara 
Bakery who helped cater for over 150 people at the 
Pupil Free Day on Monday. It was a great effort to 
complete the task with the small team.  
 
If you are looking at getting new uniforms at the 
start of 2016, there is an order form attached to 

THE 4 I’s OF GOOD PARENTING 
όŀƴ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ !ǊŜƴΩǘ aŀŘŜ hŦ /Ƙƛƴŀ ōȅ 
²ƛƭǎƻƴ aŎ/ŀǎƪƛƭƭύ  
Interest - Invest – Identify - Inspired 
INTEREST  - We must show and action our deep interest 
in children.  It is important to be observant of them and 
to notice their successes, failures, strengths, weakness-
es, problems, concerns and improvements.  Being inter-
ested in them helps them to be interested in them-
selves.  Often the hardest thing is to listen.  To listen to 
more than the things they say, but to the things they 
don’t say, won’t say, or can’t say.  Make your children 
your subject of greatest interest.  Be informed about 
them through all the different stages of their lives. 
INVEST – We must invest time in our children.  They 
mustn’t rule the timetable of our lives and they must 
learn to wait and be patient.  However, our lives must 
have sufficient time for them and their needs.  There 
must be the time to sit with them, either at the table, in 
the garden, the car, or end of the bed at night and just 
enjoy their company.  They need to feel that we have 
the power to stop the world and give them our undivid-
ed attention.  Be it to look at a picture they’ve painted, 
or to listen to a story streaming out of their imagination, 
or a lengthy explanation of why they think ants would 
make good pets, giving them the time is giving them the 
message that they are important to us. 
IDENTIFY – We must see things from their point of 
view.  To empathise and connect with them can be diffi-
cult.  Often we are too busy trying to convert and control 
them and have no time to look at the world through 
their eyes.   Shifting their perceptions and attitudes is 
often easier if we can first see why they have them in 
the first place.  Using, “When I was a kid etc…” as a way 
of changing their thinking only creates resent-
ment.  They want us to understand what it’s like to be a 
kid now, in this place, at this school, at this time.  Re-
spect their point of view and work with them to create 
beneficial changes. 
INSPIRED – We must be inspired by them.  Their actions, 
ideas, outcomes and above all, effort, must inspire 
us.  Children need to know that their existence and ex-
ample as children inspire us to be better adults.  This 
does not mean we need to act out great exuberance and 
enthusiasm for every thing they try or achieve.  To do so, 
would only weaken them by removing their self- motiva-
tion.  What it means is that we should be on the look out 
for those things, large or small, that happened because 
of a special effort, awareness or concern.  Such as 
getting 4 out of 10 for spelling after trying very hard, or 
helping a friend who was being teased, or quietly playing 
when you had a lot on your mind, or winning the race 
and congratulating those who didn’t etc.  Being inspired 
by these things is to do more than just mention them to 
the child.  It’s to convey a sense of pride and to let the 
child see how your spirits have been elevated.  In other 
words, for them to see they have helped to make your 
day. 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ !ǊŜƴΩǘ aŀŘŜ ƻŦ /Ƙƛƴŀ  is available to borrow 
from the school. See Paul if you are interested.  

https://playistheway.com.au/buy-products-resources/60-children-arent-made-of-china-by-wilson-mccaskill.html


ensure you have these put aside for you. No 
payment is needed and there is no obligation to 
purchase, it helps the volunteer run uniform shop to 
know what to have in stock.  
 
School Football 
Our school football coach, Darren Skeer, will be at 
our end-of-term assembly to present certificates to 
all of our footballers. 
 
Canteen News 
The student special was successful with 58 orders. 
Thanks to Matthew, James, Kylie and Amy for their 
assistance in the canteen to get the orders out—it 
was much appreciated.  
Roster 
Friday September 25th— Cindy Hutchesson 
 
Munchies 
Tuesday 22nd September 
Megan McGuiness 
Mel Meek 
Alex Lambert 
 

Community News 
 
Penola & District Little Athletics 
We had a great start to the season last Friday. There 
were many new and old faces and keen athletes. If 
you have not already joined up for the season you 

can still do so this week. Remember if you have not 
used your $50 Sports Voucher for School age 
children we will have them available on the night. 
There is a new start time this year of 4pm so if all 
athletes can be there by 3.50pm to sign in and warm 
up, we will run on time. If you have any concerns or 
queries please contact Andi Zerk President on 
0419827511 also check out our Facebook page for 
updated information.  
 
Gym Sessions for Primary students 
Run on every Monday 4:45-5:30 
Open to 12/13 year olds.  
$5 per session. 
Held at DŜŀǊ ǳǇ CƛǘƴŜǎǎ, Queen Street, Penola. 
Any Queries, call Kirsty 0438 510 747 
 
Penola Scouts 
Joey Scouts are starting for 6-7 yr olds next term.  
Great opportunities to make friends, have fun, be 
adventurous and explore the outdoors.  
When: Thursday 5:30pm to 6:30pm 
Where:  Scout Hall on Riddoch St.  
Contact Silvana on 0448 537 215 for further 
information.  

SAVE THE DATE!  

The annual Penola PS Quiz night will be held 

on: 

Saturday 7th November 7:30pm 

Start getting your table together to see if you 

can be crowned the Penola PS quiz night 

champions!  

Lots of fun and prizes to be won!  
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