
Principal’s Report 
 

Swimming carnival was another success.  The students 
seemed to enjoy the earlier start time and the day ran 
very smoothly.  Congratulations to Dickson on winning 
the day and to Rymill for taking out the Gordon 
Bannister Cup.  It was so pleasing to see the exemplary 
sportsmanship displayed by the students.  The way 
they encouraged each other and the positive 
behaviours made the day enjoyable for all 
participants.  Well done to the house captains who 
were organised and led their teams very successfully.  
Thank you very much to Parent Volunteer Group for 
setting up and running the BBQ, to Suse Sharman for 
being the life guard for the day, and Tony O’Connell 
for organising the day and making sure it ran 
smoothly. 
Please remember we have Lucindale Field Days and 
Wagner’s Rose Day coming up.  Notes are coming 
home regarding these days.  It would be wonderful if 
as many families as possible could support our work at 
both the Lucindale Field Days and Wagner’s Rose Day 
as the money raised directly benefits our students. 
We have made it to half way through the term.  The 
students are now settled into their classes with a clear 
understanding of routines and expectations.  The rest 
of the term is an opportunity for students to engage in 
their learning and stretch themselves intellectually and 
academically. 
I hope you enjoy the long weekend. 
Anna 

Pupil Free Days 
 

Please remember there is a pupil free day this Friday, 
8th March and Tuesday, 12th March.  Monday is a 
public holiday.  Teachers will be attending district 
training on Friday and a PE conference on Tuesday.   
Pupil frees have also been set for the remainder of the 
year.  They are: 

29th April 
30th August 
20th September 

Reading 
 

The ability to read is one of the most important 
outcomes of primary education.  At school we teach 
the strategies to learn how to read (including 
comprehension). However, some practice is able to 
happen at school but the majority of reading practice 
needs to happen at home.  The reading experience at 
home should be a book or text that the student has 
chosen and it may be too difficult for them to read on 
their own.  Reading practice at home can be students 
reading to someone, reading independently or being 
read to.  If your child is struggling to engage in reading 
because they find it difficult and struggle to find an 
appropriate book at their reading ability, the Dr Seuss 
books are an excellent way to support your child to be 
an independent reader. Dr Seuss books will help to 
develop their decoding skills and sight word 
knowledge.  They are also appropriate for all ages.  
Some titles your child may enjoy reading are: 

The Cat in the Hat 
Fox in Socks 
Go Dog Go 
Green Eggs and Ham 
Hop on Pop 
Fox in Socks 

These are just a few examples.  Our school library has 
a large selection of Dr Seuss books as does the 
community library. 
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Calendar of Events 

Term 1 

March  

Friday 8th  Pupil Free Day 

Monday 11th Adelaide Cup Holiday 

Tuesday 12th Pupil Free Day 

Friday/Saturday 

15th /16th  

Lucindale Field Days 

April  

Sunday 7th April Wagner’s Rose Day 
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How important is reading practice? 
Students who read: 

1 minute a day = 8000 words per year 
5 minutes a day = 282 000 words per year 
20 minutes a day = 1.8 million words per year 

If a student reads for 7 minutes a day they will read 
approximately 5000 words.  Reading experiences at 
home is essential to a child’s ability to read well. 

 

School Sores and Head Lice 
 

Schools sores and head lice have become at issue at 
school over the last week. 
School sores are weepy sores that can be found 
anywhere on the body and are contagious.  They will 
start small and spread.  If you suspect your child has 
school sores you will need to take them to the doctors 
as antibiotics are required for treatment.  Once your 
child has started taking the antibiotics they may 
return to school with the sores covered. 
Head lice are very contagious.  Please thoroughly 
check your child for head lice.  If they are found to 
have it, they cannot return to school until they have 
been treated. 
If your child/ren are found to have either school sores 

or head lice they will be sent home and won’t be able 

to return until they have been treated. 

Mobile Children’s Mobile Dental  

Program 
 

It’s not  too late to get the free dentist service forms 
back if they would like your child/ren to participate in 
the program.  If you have misplaced the forms we 
have spares at school. 

 

Canteen News 
 

Canteen Duty 

Friday 15th March—Kylie Gartner 
Friday 22nd  March—Amy Vaughan 
Friday 29th March—Angela Tongue 

 
Munchies 
 

Wednesday 13th March 
Sally Skeer 
Stacey Yates 
Alex Lambert 
Miranda Radford 
 
 

Monday 18th March 
Ange Lythgo 
Louise Perry 
Belinda Sanders 
Mel Catlin 
 
Monday 25th March 
Amy Vaughan 
Carly Hill  
Naomi Baugh 
Nicole Reeves 
 

Canteen Special 
 

Milkshakes will be offered this term. 
 

Year 3 
Week 7, Wednesday 13th March 
Year 1/2 
Week 8, Wednesday 20th March 
Year F/1 Finch/Skeer 
Week 9, Wednesday 13th March 
Year F/1 Bohmer 
Week 10, Wednesday 3rd April 

 

Momo 
 

Recently at school there have been some worried 
students and parents in regards to Momo. 
Momo is a sculpture called “Mother Bird” that was 
created back in 2016 and displayed in a Ginza gallery. 
Since then a photo of it has made its way online as a 
creepy post on social media which gained a lot of 
hype due to people, especially younger children, 
being distressed by it. 
The image of the sculpture has blown up online to the 
point that popular YouTubers amongst children are 
using the topic to gain attention. Certain videos claim 
to prove Momo is real, some include the “Momo 
Challenge” where they show Momo telling them to do 
increasingly dangerous things. These videos are 
currently causing distress amongst students.  
Unfortunately for those who are restricting YouTube 
use and have parental controls in place will need to 
check the videos your children are watching.  Videos 
such as Peppa Pig, Minecraft, Fortnite walkthroughs 
and others are being re-uploaded to include a short 
clip of Momo within, making it easier for children to 
accidentally come across the distressing image. 
Other users on YouTube are creating fake Momo 
accounts to spread fear for their enjoyment within 
the comments section. Through doxing* they are able 



to make it out as if they know information about you which is making Momo seem quite real. 
 
What You Can Do: 

 Talk to your child about Momo. Show them it isn’t real. The artist has destroyed the sculpture due to 
the fear it has spread. It is only horrible people behind the videos and accounts for a cheap laugh. 

 Ensure they do not have social media accounts. It is not necessary for a child to have them. No 
account = No chance of doxing. 

 Ensure you turn off AutoPlay on YouTube and filter recommended videos. 
 For children watching series on YouTube, find alternatives such as Netflix or Stan where there is no 

chance for commenting or videos being re-uploaded. 
 If you are using YouTube, ensure you filter what students can search for in the settings. You can Filter 

what they watch by enabling Strict SafeSearching. 
 Ensure that the YouTube videos your child watches are from a credible account. 

 
*Doxing is an internet practice where people can research basic information made public by filtering through 
social databases 

 

 





PENOLA PRIMARY  

SWIM CARNIVAL 2019 

 
In fine but very warm conditions, Penola Primary School conducted a most successful 

swimming carnival for its Years 3 to 7 students at the Penola Swimming Pool last Friday in 

front of a large contingent of parents, relatives and friends. Due to the hot weather the 

carnival was held in the morning which was a first for our school. 

Children demonstrated their skills in freestyle, breaststroke and backstroke, along with a 

variety of novelty events, including the ‘under and over relay’, the ‘dolphin race’, ‘dress 

the captain’, and ‘horse and jockey’.  

Events are tailored to cater for swimmers of all abilities, with children encouraged to have 

a go at as many races as possible. Participation rates for each team were as follows: 

Dickson 78%, Gordon 56%, Rymill 65%, and Woods 70%. 

Rosie Moorhouse (14 points) was crowned Senior Girls Champion after finishing five 

points ahead of her colleague, Stella O’Brien. Jack Sharman scored 15 points to take out 

the Senior Boys Champion title, well ahead of Arlie Shadbolt who took out the runners-up 

trophy with 9 points. Marcus Brand and Luca Wagner also swam very well to both finish 

equal third with 7 points. Harrison DeGaris proved too strong in the Junior Boys division, 

finishing with the maximum 15 points while his teammate Finn Skeer was runner-up with 

10 points. The Junior Girls division was taken out by Charlize Bailey who scored 14 

points, just two ahead of Tegan Lythgo. 

Coming into the final event of the day, the Open House Relay, Dickson held an 

unassailable lead, and then proceeded to go even further ahead with a comprehensive 

victory, taking out the Apex Swimming Shield, its seventh title in the past 17 years. The 

final placings were Dickson 128, Woods 104, Rymill 84, and Gordon 60. The Dickson 

House Leaders, Pip Crewe, Rosie Moorhouse, Leo Wurst and Jack Sharman accepted the 

shield on behalf of their jubilant team, paying particular thanks to the Penola Primary 

School Parent Club, the Penola Amateur Swimming Club, and their teachers for the roles 

that they played in preparing for and conducting the carnival. 

Each carnival the staff members vote for the team which they believe has displayed the 

best leadership, organization, initiative and sportsmanship. Woods scored a close, but 

unanimous decision and their leaders, Stella O’Brien, Amber Morton, Luca Wagner and 

Kaleb Moulton are to be congratulated on an outstanding effort. This in no way diminishes 

the efforts of the other house leaders who also worked extremely hard for their teams. In 

fact, grandparents who were attending their first Penola Primary carnival commented that 

they were amazed at how competent the house leaders were in organizing ‘their troops’. 

 

The Gordon Bannister Cup event (Freestyle Relay), always a crowd favourite, was won by 

Rymill, their second victory in as many years. The team, which consisted of Emily 

Rowntree, Ebony Wurst, Ned Skeer, Arlie Shadbolt, Darren Skeer, Brett Skeer, Anna 

Copping and Nigel Rowntree hit the finish line strongly, holding off the fast finishing 

Dickson outfit.  



Junior Girls Championship 

Tegan (RU) & Charlize (C) 
Senior Girls Championship 

Rosie (C) & Stella (RU) 

Junior Boys Championship 

Harrison (C) & Finn (RU) 
Senior Boys Championship 

Jack (C) & Arlie (RU) 

Gordon Bannister Cup Winners - Rymill  

Brett Skeer, Arlie Shadbolt, Anna Copping Emily Rowntree, Nigel Rowntree, Ebony 

Wurst, Darren Skeer and Ned Skeer. 

Dickson House Leaders 

 Rosie Moorhouse, Leo Wurst, Jack Sharman  and Pip Crewe. 



 

Week  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 

1 

28/1 29/1 30/1 31/1 1/2 

 

2 

4/2 
Swim lesson begins 

5/2 6/2 
Parent Information 
Night 

7/2 
 

8/2 

 

3 

11/2 
Parent Volunteer 
Group AGM 7pm 

12/2 13/2 14/2 
Swim lessons end 

15/2 
F-3 Splash Carnival 

 

4 

18/2 19/2 
Swim timing 

20/2 
Swim timing 

21/2 22/2 
MSE Swim 

 

5 

25/2 26/2 
Team Games Practice  

27/2 28/2 1/3 
3-7 Swim Carnival 

 

6 

4/3 5/3 
Volleyball 

6/3 
Volleyball 

7/3 
Volleyball 

8/3 
Pupil Free Day 

 

7 

11/3 
Adelaide Cup Public 
Holiday 

12/3 
Pupil Free Day 

13/3 14/3 15/3 
 
 
 
 
Lucindale Field Day 

 

8 

18/3 19/3 20/3  
MILLICENT 
ATHLETICS TRYOUTS 

21/3 22/3 

 

9 

25/3 26/3 27/3 28/3 
NAPLAN Test Day  
Year 4 

29/3 
State Swim  
Championships in  
Adelaide  

 

10 

1/4 2/4 3/4 
MSE Athletics in  
Millicent 

4/4 5/4 
 
 
 
 
7/4 Wagner’s Rose Day 

 

11 

8/4 
SAPSASA State  
Softball Week 

9/4 10/4 11/4 12/4 
Alpha Show 
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Addition Information  
 

Cost $100. Here is the link for registering and payment  
 

https://membership.sportstg.com/regoform.cgi?formID=83803&programID=45058 

https://membership.sportstg.com/regoform.cgi?formID=83803&programID=45058







