
 

Principal’s Report 

Welcome to week 7. 
This week we welcome Michelle Williams to our 
school.  Michelle is doing her final placement as part 
of her teaching degree at Penola Primary.  Michelle is 
working alongside Nicole in the Year 5 class for the 
remainder of this term and the first five weeks of next 
term.  We hope Michelle enjoys her time at PPS. 
On Tuesday 18th June we are hosting an Autism 
Professional Development run by Autism SA for 
teachers and SSOs.  We have over 60 participants 
attending the day.   This is an opportunity to raise 
funds for the canteen.  A note has been sent home 
asking for donations of food to assist with catering for 
this day.  If you are able to donate something can you 
please fill in the form and return to school. 
In week 10 our school will participate in the External 
Review Process. A review officer and a peer review 
principal will spend two days (Tuesday and 
Wednesday) at our school.  Every school undergoes a 
review every 3 years. The purpose is to ensure we 
have processes and effective practice in place to 
achieve our Site Improvement targets and that 
students at Penola Primary are receiving the best 
education possible.  Once the process is complete the 
school will receive a report outlining what we are 
doing well and identify areas for improvement.  As 
part of the process the review team will meet with 
leadership, staff, students, parents and the Governing 
Council.  If you have any questions regarding the 
External Review please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Finally, I would like to congratulate the students on 

the standard of writing I have seen over the last few 

weeks.  Not only are students using writing 

conventions with greater accuracy, the composition 

has been wonderful.  It is evident students see 

themselves as writers and are writing to engage their 

reader.  I look forward to reading more of our 

students’ writing. 

Mad Minute Competition 
On June the 11th the Year 5 class participated in the 
Annual “Mad Minute Competition”, which is an 
impromptu speaking contest. Students pulled a topic 
out of a jar and had about 10 seconds to think about 
what to say. Then they spoke about their topic to the 
class and judges from the local Lions Club. The judges 
awarded first second and third places, based on 
engagement, voice, language and information 
provided. After much deliberation the judges awarded 
Louise Stanley (first), Bodhi Lear (second) and Ethan 
Vearing (third) with their winning medals and 
certificates. Miss Lear had five certificate awards to 
give out with certain criteria. They were awarded to 
Finn Skeer (strong reasoning), Bodhi Lear (most 
entertaining), Will Perry (most improved), Tegan 
Lythgo (courage award) and Louise Stanley (best 
expression). Well done to everyone in the year 5 class, 
who all competed and put in their best effort.  
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Calendar of Events 

Term 2 

July  

Monday 1st  Basketball Round Robin  Yr 6/7 

Wednesday 3rd  Basketball Round Robin Yr 3/4/5 

Thursday 4th JP Games and Disco  

Theme—When I Grow Up? 

mailto:paul.harmer381@schools.sa.edu.au


Environment Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A few weeks ago, our Environment Group travelled to 
the Naracoorte Caves to attend the annual 
Earthkeepers Camp. They spent 2 days outside 
learning about our natural world and why it is 
important to look after it. The activities are designed  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

to encourage students to look closely at the 
environment and use all of their senses to discover 
that all living things on earth are connected. Our 
students were great ambassadors for Penola Primary 
School and they came away with knowledge they can 
apply now and into the future. 
Earlier this week we went to Transmutation in Robe 

and spent some time with Brad Scott. Brad is the 

Director of this new business which is a craft plastic 

recycling 

factory. He 

can recycle 

all types of 

plastics 

which you 

can drop 

into the 

numbered 

bins at the 

front of his yard. We are very lucky to have a business 

like this in the Limestone Coast (the only one of its 

kind in the country!) and Brad is committed to 

changing our ideas about plastic and how easily we 

can make it into other items. Thanks Brad for 

spending so much time with us. You can check him 

out online at www.transmutation.com.au  

 SPORTS NEWS 
Sapsasa Matters 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge 
the following students who have represented our 
district and our school in recent state championships. 
Luca Wagner, Zara Kellett, Riley Edwards, Finn Skeer,  
Luc Baverstock, Bodie Lear, Joel Crawford, Chiara 
Wagner and Ella Skeer ran in the State Cross Country 
Championships last Thursday at the Oakbank Race 
Course. 
 

Kaleb Moulton (shot put and discus), Amber Morton 
(shot put and discus), Jack Sharman (100 metres, 200 
metres and long jump), Ben Copping (high jump, long 
jump and shot put) and Harrison DeGaris (shot put 
and discus) participated in the State Track & Field 
Championships at the Santos Olympic Stadium in 
Adelaide on Monday, May 20th. 
All students are to be congratulated not only on their 
selection but also on the manner in which they 
competed, and conducted themselves throughout the 
championships. 

http://www.transmutation.com.au


On behalf of everyone at Penola Primary School I 
would like to extend a huge congratulations to Jack 
Sharman who has won selection in the state hockey 
team. Jack will represent South Australia at the 
national hockey carnival in Bendigo from August 18-
23.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Basketball 
Once again we have had an excellent response to our 
after school basketball program which gets under way 
this coming Monday, June 17th. The first game is at 
3:25 and the final game finishes at 4:45. Yesterday, all 
basketballers were issued a program of matches.  
Notes for round robin basketball, which is held in 
week 10 at Millicent, were handed out the other day 
and lots of kids have already returned these. We need 
these notes back ASAP so that we can inform the 
organisers of how many teams we will have 
participating. 

 

Canteen News  
 

Canteen Duty 
Friday 21st June—Alex Lambert 
Friday 28th June—Dee O’Brien 
Friday 5th July—Colleen Rasmussen  
 

Munchies 
Monday 17th June 
Miranda Radford 
Stacey Yates 
Alex Lambert 
Sally Skeer 
Monday 24th June 
Carly Hill 
Amy Munro 
Ian Perry 
Sue Bell 

Monday 1st July 
Michelle Barry 
Naomi Baugh 
Laarni Krause 
Nicole Reeves 

 

Community News  
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Justin and Kate McDonald have been 

running half a marathon for 61 days, 

breaking the Guinness world record.  They 

will continue to run for 77 days finishing 

on the 16th June.  To celebrate this 

achievement they will be having lunch 

(pizzas) at Raidis Estate, everyone is 

invited to join them.  They have been 

attempting to run a half marathon distance 

every day for 60+ days to grab a Guinness 

World Record & raise $6000 for the Love 

Mercy Foundation to provide a water Well 

for communities in Northern Sudan. 

Saving women and children from the daily 

chore of walking up to 30km a day to 

fetch water.  Links to donate can be found 

through their Facebook and Instagram 

accounts or you can go to the Love Mercy 

Australia website to donate https://

runwithus2019.raisely.com/

justinkatemcdonald, alternatively you can 

scan the below code and it will take you to 

the page to donate. 

 

https://runwithus2019.raisely.com/justinkatemcdonald
https://runwithus2019.raisely.com/justinkatemcdonald
https://runwithus2019.raisely.com/justinkatemcdonald


   Reading 
  

This has been in the newsletter previously but the message is a 
very important one. 
 
The ability to read is one of the most important outcomes of 
primary education.  At school we teach the strategies to learn 
how to read (including comprehension). However, some 
practice is able to happen at school but the majority of reading 
practice needs to happen at home.  The reading experience at 
home should be a book or text that the student has chosen and 

it may be too difficult for them to read on their own.  Reading practice at 
home can be students reading to someone, reading independently or 
being read to.  If your child is struggling to engage in reading because they 
find it difficult and struggle to find an appropriate book at their reading 
ability, the Dr Seuss books are an excellent way to support your child to be 
an independent reader. Dr Seuss books will help to develop their decoding 
skills and sight word knowledge.  They are also appropriate for all ages.  
Some titles your child may enjoy reading are: 

The Cat in the Hat 
Fox in Socks 
Go Dog Go 
Green Eggs and Ham 
Hop on Pop 
Fox in Socks 

These are just a few examples.  Our school library has a large selection of 
Dr Seuss books as does the community library. 
  

How important is reading practice? 
 

Students who read: 
1 minute a day = 8000 words per year 
 

5 minutes a day = 282 000 words per year 
 

20 minutes a day = 1.8 million words per year 
 

If a student reads for 7 minutes a day they will read approximately 5000 
words.  Reading experiences at home is essential to a child’s ability to 
read well. 



The Year 6 class created poems to help celebrate reconciliation week.  
 

Reconciliation Poems and Art Work. 

Reconciliation.  
 

It looks like the black of sky, the yellow of 
the sun and the red of the dirt. 
The sound of the kookaburras crying and 
the cockatoos flying. 
Smells like the smoke of the crackling fire 
and the eucalyptus trees. 
Tastes like the honey ants and the crunch-
iness of the bush tukka. 
Feels like the kindness of everyone and 
the warm breeze against you face. 
We must reconcile the indigenous people 
and their culture. Australia, we are kind 
and we are equal. 
        
 By Rosie Moorhouse 

OUR COUNTRY 

 

Our country looks like a beautiful place to 

live, 

Amongst the red dusty sand, 

Kicking the footy around all afternoon. 

Our country sounds like galahs and 

cockatoos in the trees chirping loudly.  

Our country smells like snags sizzling on 

the barbeque. 

Our country tastes like fruit and vegemite 

in the afternoon. 

Our country feels like hot dusty sand 

burning on our feet. 

 

  By Charlee-Jean Denton 

Our Country Australia 
 

Australia looks like red hot sand in the outback, 

The sun blazing down on the sunscreen lathered 

children, playing to their hearts content. 
 

Australia sounds like children giggling, regardless 

of their race. 

Hearing the roosters and the kookaburras singing 

in the foggy dusk. 
 

Australia smells like sausages cooking on the BBQ 

and the smell of jam and coconut sitting on top of 

our afternoon tea. 
 

Australia tastes like whip cream and assorted 

fruits, like the strong taste of vegemite and the 

thinly diced tomato on toast. 
 

Australia feels like a place where everyone is 

equal, Australia feels like home. 

         

By Zara Kellett 

Reconciliation  Week 



Ingredients 

3 cups cooked medium rice 

nori seaweed sheet  

pinch of salt 

shiso perilla leaf (optional) 

sesame seeds (optional) 

 

possible fillings: 

cooked chicken or salmon 

tuna mayo 

pickled plums 

tsukemono japanese pickles  

How To Prepare 

1. Cook the rice and cool. 

2. Sprinkle your wet hand with a small amount of salt.  Put a spoon 
full of rice into your wet hands and mould the rice into small balls or 
triangles. 

3. Create a small well in the centre of the rice and put in your 
choice of ingredients. Then mould the rice with your hands around the 
well to cover your filling completely. 

4. Using a sheet of nori seaweed, wrap up your ball of rice. 

5. Enjoy! 

Japanese - Onigiri Rice Balls 
Throughout this term we have been listening to Japanese stories.  Many of the stories teach us about kindness and 
not being greedy.  We listened to a story about the rolling rice balls, where an old man lost his rice ball down a 
mice hole.  Because of his kindness the mice sent him home with a box of gold.  He shared his fortune with the 
people in his village.  As an activity we each made a rice ball.  

Miss Dihm’s 
Year 1/2  

Class 

https://www.japancentre.com/en/categories/689-rice
https://www.japancentre.com/en/search?category_ids%5B%5D=11181&instock=false&per_page=24&term=shiso&utf8=%E2%9C%93
https://www.japancentre.com/en/search?utf8=%E2%9C%93&term=seeds
https://www.japancentre.com/en/search?category_ids%5B%5D=757&instock=false&per_page=24&term=kewpie&utf8=%E2%9C%93
https://www.japancentre.com/en/search?category_ids%5B%5D=781&instock=false&per_page=24&term=umeboshi&utf8=%E2%9C%93
https://www.japancentre.com/en/search?utf8=%E2%9C%93&term=tsukemono




 

 

1 

29/4 
 
Pupil Free Day 
 
Year 7 Camp 

30/4 1/5 2/5 3/5 
SAPSASA Golf 
 
 
5/5 Sunday -School 
Working Bee  

 

2 

6/5 
Parent Club Meeting 
7pm 

7/5 8/5 
Scholastic Book 
order due back today 

9/5 
Assembly at 9am and 
Mothers Day Stall 

10/5 
Naracoorte Cross 
Country 

 

3 

13/5 
Sausage Sizzle Notes 
back 
 
 
NAPLAN 

14/5 15/5 
Sausage Sizzle today. 

16/5 
 

17/5 
 
 
 
 
 
Art Festival Week-end 

 

4 

20/5 
 
State Athletics  

21/5 
 
Year 7 Golf 

22/5 
 
JP Excursion 

23/5 24/5 
“Do It for Dolly” day.  
 
Assembly– F/1B Skeer/

Finch 

 

5 

27/5 28/5 29/5 30/5 31/5 

 

6 

3/6 4/6 5/6 6/6 
 
State Cross Country 

7/6 
 
Assembly –Year 6 

 

7 

10/6 
Queen’s Birthday 
Public Holiday 

11/6 12/6 13/6 14/6 

 

8 

17/6 
SAPSASA—Netball 
and Football Week 

18/6 
 
Basketball –Peter 
Seebohm  
Yr 7’s Golf at 11.30am –
12.30pm 

19/6 
 
Basketball –Peter 

Seebohm  
Japanese Teacher 
Visits 

20/6 21/6 
 
Assembly-F/1A Bohmer 

 

9 

24/6 25/6 
Principal Tour  at  
9.30am 
 
Basketball –Peter 

Seebohm  

26/6 
 
Basketball –Peter 

Seebohm  

27/6 28/6 

 

10 

1/7 
 
Round Robin  (Yr 6/7) 

2/7 3/7 
 
Round Robin (Yr 3/4/5) 

4/7 
 
JP Games/Disco  
Theme—When I Grow 
Up? 

5/7 
 
Assembly-SRC 
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