
Principal’s Report 
Learning and setting high expectations continues to be 
a focus and it has been pleasing to see the growth in 
academic achievement students have made in recent 
months.  Over the next few weeks, teachers, as part of 
our reporting process, will be requesting to meet with 
families to discuss student’s progress so far this year.  
This is an opportunity for families to discuss with 
teachers their child’s successes, areas of growth, and 
how learning can be supported at home. 

As you may have heard we have received funding for an 
upgrade to our front office which we are very excited 
about.  In addition, we are continuing to upgrade 
facilities around the school including a new nature play 
space and outdoor learning area.  There are many 
exciting things happening at PPS so stay tuned! 

Restrictions due to COVID-19, such as drop offs/pick-
ups being outside the school, no excursions, camps or 
assemblies are still in place.  Some restrictions will be 
eased over the coming weeks as directed by SA Health.  
We will keep you informed as to what this means for 
our school. 

Students are regularly engaged in learning conferences 
for reading, writing and maths, where together with the 
teacher, they develop an individual learning goal.  Often 
parents ask their child/ren when they get home from 
school “How was your day?” and/or “What did you 
learn?” with the standard responses being “Good” and 
“Can’t remember”.  To support students to focus on 
their learning goals and support our work at school 

some alternative questions you could ask are: 

 What feedback did you get from your teacher today? 

 What struggle did you have?  How did you get through 

it? 

 Did you make a mistake today? What did you learn 

from it? 

This will encourage your child/ren to be reflective on 
their learning for the day and will allow you to discover 
what they have been doing at school. 
 

Kind regards,  
 

Anna 

Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity 

Pupil Free 
Governing Council has approved a Pupil Free on 
Tuesday 9th June (day after the public holiday).  Staff 
will use this time to moderate student work to ensure a 
consistent approach from Foundation to Year 7.  We 
will be supported by the Learning Improvement team. 
 

Cross Country 
School Sport SA has set up 
a virtual cross country in 
which schools can 
participate in Week 6 of 
this term. 
Penola Primary will be taking part with an event to be 
held at school on Thursday, June 4th. Times and other 
details will be advertised in the near future.  
In the meantime, all students from Foundation through 
to Year 7 will be involved in running training each 
morning. Many thanks to our SRC who initiated this 
program, and to our house leaders for managing the 
training sessions. 
Cross country running has strong links to the academic 
curriculum, particularly with respect to understanding 
the effects and benefits that physical activity has on our 
bodies, as well as links to the Personal and Social 
Capabilities, with respect to setting and achieving 

Calendar of Events 
Term 2 

JUNE   

Thursday 4th Cross Country 

Friday 5th Jump Rope For Heart 

Monday 8th  PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 9th  Pupil Free Day 

Monday 22nd –Friday 26th Footsteps 
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personal goals, resilience, persistence … 
If your child would like to participate in the cross 
country event, please have him/her return the 
consent form that was sent home earlier in the week, 
by next Monday, May 25th. 

National Volunteer Week 

Our Year 5/6 class created posters to thank the 
volunteer ambulance officers for their hard work and 
dedication to our community. The posters are 
currently on display at the Penola Ambulance Station. 

Thank you to everyone who 

volunteers at our school or 

throughout our community. 

The students and staff at PPS 

appreciate everything you do. 

You help to make our 

community a great place to 

live. 

Volunteering 
 

We are very fortunate at Penola Primary to have a 
number of parents, caregivers and families who 
volunteer for numerous reasons and we are very 
grateful for the time and effort these volunteers put 
into our school.  The Department for Education 
requires that all volunteers have a Working with 
Children Check.  Many of our volunteers have a DCSI 
clearance but these are no longer current.  If you 
haven’t updated yours from a DCSI clearance to a 
Working with Children Check, or would like one, 
please contact Kerry in the front office. 

If you are volunteering as a once-off or as part of a 
working bee then you only need the Working with 
Children Check.  If you volunteer on a more regular 
basis, you are now required to have completed the 
“Responding to Abuse and Neglect – Education and 
Care (RAN-EC) induction session for volunteers” and 
“Volunteer General Induction”.  The purpose of this is 
to ensure that our children continue to be in a safe 
environment where they are well supported. 

Working with children check WWCC -

Information 
Please find the link below to give you more 
information in regards to the WWCC Working with 
Children Check. 
https://screening.sa.gov.au/types-of-check/new-
working-with-children-checks 
If you volunteer on a regular basis, for example,  
 Members of Governing Council 

 Camp supervision 

 Library volunteers 

 Parent drivers (regular) 

 Excursion supervision 

 Regularly providing classroom support (listening 

to reading or other class tasks) 

For “Responding to Abuse and Neglect – Education 
and Care (RAN-EC) induction session for volunteers” 
and “Volunteer General Induction”, register for a 
PLINK volunteer account 
Go to the website: https://www.plink.sa.edu.au/
pages/signup.jsf 
 Fill in your details 
 In the field “Select Account Type” select 
VOLUNTEER 
 Enter your email address (this will be your plink 
username), choose a password, and type in your 
name 
 Select “I accept terms of use and ethics” 
 Select “Create Account” 

Start the training  
 Select the course “Responding to Abuse and 
Neglect – Education and Care (RAN-EC) induction 
session for volunteers” 
 Select “register” 
 Select “register” again 
 Select “Open Module” and you are ready to start 
 Select the Course “Volunteer General Induction” 
 Select “register” 
 Select “register” again 
    Select “Open Module” and you are ready to start. 

It would be wonderful if we can have as many 
volunteers as possible undertake these trainings this 
year.  As of next year people wanting to volunteer will 
have had to have completed these courses and be 
able to provide a certificate for each as evidence.  We 
understand this is another ‘thing’ that needs to be 
done but please appreciate this is about protecting 
our children and is therefore necessary.  The courses 
are only short and really don’t take much time. 

Canteen News  

The canteen will reopen as of Wednesday 27th 
May.  For the remainder of term the canteen will be 
open on Wednesdays at recess for munchies only and 
open recess and lunch Thursdays and Fridays (full 
menu).  If you volunteered to supply munchies this 
term you will receive a roster shortly.  Munchies will 
need to be delivered to school by WEDNESDAY 
morning.  Thank you to those who supply these 
goodies, they go a long way to making the canteen 
sustainable. 
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Kodomo no hi 
Children’s Day  Japan 

5th May, 2020 
This term in Japanese we celebrated Children’s Day in Japan, 
which is held on the 5th May each year. We made koinobori kites 
and flew them.  The koi fish (carp) are a strong fish which swim 
upstream symbolising the strength parents want for their children.  
Families fly a kite for each member of their family at the front 
of their house. They fly a kuro (black) kite for the otousan 
(father), a aka (red) kite for the okaasan (mother) and then 
other colours are flown for the kodomo (children). 



SRC Fundraiser  
Term 2 2020 

 

 

                     Jump Day - 5
th

 June 2020 
 
 

As an SRC we have decide to raise funds to    
contribute to heart health. 
 
We will be collecting donations and 
fundraising until 5th June when we have 
our school Jump Off day. 
 
Please keep an eye out in coming weeks for      
information about our fundraising event. 
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2020 VACATION CARE – EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
 

We are looking to offer Vacation Care during the July 2020 holidays 
(dependant on viable numbers).  

 
 

Name, Email and Number of Parent Contact: 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

Names and age/s of Child/children: 
__________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
 
I would be interested in having my child/ren attending the Vacation Care 
program for Term 2 Holidays: 
 

06th July – 10th July 2020: please tick day/s 
 

 
 

13th July – 17th July:  please tick day/s 
 

 
 
Would you support the idea of external excursions?  YES / NO 
 

Would you be prepared to pay a small additional cost on excursion days if 
required? (Suggestions welcome)  YES / NO 
 

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN FORM TO OSHC / MCKAY ADMIN 
OFFICE BY FRIDAY 12 JUNE 2020 

 
Monday 

(06/07/20) 
  

Tuesday 

(07/07/20) 

Wednesday 

(08/07/20) 

Thursday 

(09/07/20) 

Friday 

(10/07/20) 

 
Monday 

(13/07/20) 
  

Tuesday 

(14/07/20) 

Wednesday 

(15/07/20) 

Thursday 

(16/07/20) 
Friday 

(17/07/20) 
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