
 

Principal’s Report 

Term 2 has been quite an experience for everyone involved 
in our school and our community.  While there have been 
changes and challenges, our children have remained at the 
centre of everything that we do.  We are so fortunate to be 
part of such a supportive community and we thank everyone 
for being understanding, and for working with us to provide 
a consistent, high-quality education for our students.  I 
would like to acknowledge and thank our staff for the calm 
and committed approach they have applied this term.  There 
have been a number of obstacles to work through, but they 
have worked through them as a team, they have been 
flexible and adaptable, they have taken on new learning, and 
they have supported students socially/emotionally in 
addition to remaining focussed on the learning.  We are very 
thankful to have such a committed group of educators. 
As restrictions are lifting, a number of school activities will 
resume next term.  Assemblies will be held on Fridays on 
even weeks at 2:30pm in the gym; families are welcome to 
attend.  Camps, school sport (basketball and football), and 
SAPSASA sport will also start. 
Our students have been very active during the last couple of 
weeks with Footsteps (dance) last week, and  basketball with 
Peter Seebohm this week.  Our students have thoroughly 
enjoyed these sessions, learning a number of new skills.  A 
huge to congratulations to our SRC for organising and 
running the JP Games day and lunch, as well as the Years 4-7 
disco.  Both events were extremely successful. 
I hope you all enjoy a well-deserved break.  Stay safe and we 

will see you next term. 

Kind regards,  

Anna 

Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity 

 

Canteen News  
Next term the canteen will be open on Wednesdays at 
recess for munchies only, and open recess and lunch 
Thursdays and Fridays (full menu).    

Community News 

Calendar of Events 
Term 3 

July  

Monday 20th  Start of Term 3 

 After school Basketball starts @ 
3.30pm 

 

Millicent Gymnastics Club  
 

The Millicent Gymnastics Club will be restarting classes in 
Term 3 on 20th July with a few changes to their timetable. 
Monday will have Kindergym classes at 9.30am & 
10.30am. Tiny Tot classes for the 4yo pre-schoolers at 
12noon. Then Competition classes at 4pm. 
Tuesday will have beginner classes at 4pm & 5pm. 
Wednesday beginner & Intermediate classes at 4.30pm & 
an Advanced class at 5.30pm. Children will need to be 
booked into classes before attending.  
For more information, ring Sam Fensom 0402 257 158  

 

Penola AUSkick 
 

Thursday 4-5pm (NOT FRIDAYS) 
Mac Park 
Coach - Steven Raidis 
Coordinator - Kinta Wilson 
Email - penolaauskick@gmail.com 
Phone Kinta - 0437172564 
Starting Thursday, 23rd July (Term 3 Week 1) 
 
Registrations via the AUSkick website (opening 
soon) 

Millicent & District Basketball 
RESTARTING 

HOOPS, UNDER 10, JUNIOR, SENIOR 

Male & Female   

Information on registration has been sent home with students 

this week. If you require further information please contact 

Peter on 0438 388 073. 

mailto:paul.harmer381@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au/
mailto:penolaauskick@gmail.com






With 

Peter Seebohm 



JP Games  

Pyjama Party 

Term 2 2020 

On Thursday 2nd July, we held our JP Games day in the 
school gym.  We had a special lunch (catered by the 
canteen) and then after lunch  the F-3 students all went 
to the gym for games and dancing. 
The games we all had fun doing were limbo, spin the 
bottle,   kangaroo tree, buddha and musical statues.  





 
On Thursday the 2nd of July Penola Primary School held our annual Term 2 Disco with the 
theme, Pyjama Party! We started at 6.30pm and gave students fairy bread on entry! Four 
Corners, Magical Knees and Limbo were some of the games we played. By 8.30pm everyone 
was tuckered out from the dancing, games and food, so we all went home. 

PPS Disco Term 2 

PJ Party! 



PPS Disco Term 2 

PJ Party! 



 

We have been allocated some funding to prepare a purpose designed Middle School 
space with Year 7 students being on our site in 2022, in mind. This has been 
significant work because we are over entitled in space at the school and both myself 
and our past Governing Council chairperson Allan Kain, had to lobby extensively for 
this funding.  
It is not a large amount of funding and we cannot build anything new. However, we 
have been permitted to repurpose a space in our school.  
What will happen in the new Middle School space? We hope to create three 
classrooms for Year 7, 8 and 9 students in 2022. Our design brief is that they will be 
both open plan and closed plan with movable walls. An open plan office space will be 
designed within the area for the Middle School Coordinator and several teachers. A 
‘safe play’ space will be created beside the classrooms. This is highly responsive to 
the needs of Year 7 students and their families; to create a more ‘primary classroom 
physical structure and to create room in high schools where students can feel safe 
away and make the transition into the wider school at their own pace. This desire 
was expressed in the consultation phase of the Year 7 move to high schools. Of 
course, the students will access the specialty areas like Tech Studies and Home 
Economics for their learning in those spaces.  
All of this, needs to come within budget so the current Stage 1 plans may need to 
change several times to both come within cost and to meet our needs.  
I plan to make regular updates on the 7 – High School strategy at Penola High School 
in each newsletter. Next update will be around progress on the building plans and 
how we are collaborating with primary schools to make the curriculum and learning, 
social and emotional transitions as smooth and effective as possible. 
 
Ngaire Benfell 
 

 

 

7 - HS 
New Middle School Space at Penola High School 
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New Middle School Space at Penola High School 

 

As I wrote in last newsletter, we have been allocated some funding to prepare a purpose designed 
Middle School space with Year 7 students being on our site in 2022, in mind.  
We have been permitted to repurpose an open plan space in our school. This is the current joint 
use (school and community) library. The library will be relocated to the downstairs classrooms and 
for the first time, the Departement for Education has agreed to create a public/disability toilet 
within the library space.  
What will happen in the new library space? The architect has been tasked with creating a space 
that has the same if not more area than the current library space. Of course, we are most excited 
that in over 10 years of asking, we finally have agreement from the Department for Education (who 
owns all the infrastructure) to create a public toilet. This was partly due to the location of the new 
library space to an area where there is existing plumbing for toilets.  We are working closely with 
the PHS teacher librarian, our CLA Ali Bond and Janice from Millicent Library to effectively design a 
brand new modern library to meet the needs of all our patrons, including students and community 
members. 
As I described last newsletter, the three classrooms in the new Middle School space will be created 
for Year 7, 8 and 9 students in 2022. They will be both open plan and closed plan with movable 
walls. An open plan office space will be created within the area for the Middle School Coordinator 
and several teachers. The ‘safe play’ space will be created on the western lawns.  
In addition, along with other schools who did not get major works and new buildings, we have been 
allocated an extra $15,000 to spend on preparing the Year 7 space. Things we might spend this on 
are the additional technology needs, classroom fit out and the safe play space. 
The school and Governing Council are excited about being highly responsive to the needs of Year 7 
students and their families in making a strategically designed space where both our new Year 7 and 
8 students in 2022 can make a smooth and supported transition into the wider school at their own 
pace.  
 

Primary/High School Collaborations 
Part of the process in making the move of Year 7 and 8 students to high school locations in 2022, is 
the importance of high schools collaborating with primary schools to make the curriculum and 
learning, social and emotional transitions as smooth and effective as possible. The first stage of this 
process has involved the principals of each of the feeder primary schools meeting with the principal 
of Penola High School.  
Key aspects of our initial discussions have been:  
        

 The importance of planning together for information evenings in Term 4 so that our 2020 
Year 5 and 6 students and their families can receive local information and updates and ask 
questions. These will be held at the primary sites and will be co-run by both principals. 

 
 The importance of collaborations between primary and high school educators to align 

learning and wellbeing strategies that support successful transition. This may involve 
educator exchanges (where teachers cross into each other’s sites and teach lessons) 
teacher meetings and workshops and classroom observations. 

 
Look for the next update in Term 3’s first newsletter. 
 



 

 
 

1 

20/7 
 
 
 
 
After School Basketball 
3.30pm to 5pm approx. 

 

21/7 22/7 
SAPSASA Girls Soccer 
tryouts —Mt Gambier  

23/7 
SAPSASA Hockey tryouts –
Mt Gambier 
SAPSASA  Netball tryouts– 
Millicent 
SAPSASA Boys Soccer 
tryouts —Millicent  
School Football –3.30pm 

24/7 

 
 

2 

27/7 
SAPSASA Football—Mt 
Gambier 
 
After School Basketball 
3.30pm to 5pm approx. 

28/7 29/7 30/7 
 
 
 
School Football –3.30pm 
 

31/7 
 
Assembly– 2.30pm  

 
 

3 

3/8 
 
 
 
After School Basketball 
3.30pm to 5pm approx. 

 

4/8 5/8 6/8 
SAPSASA Basketball—
Millicent 
 
 
School Football –3.30pm 

7/8 
 
 

 
 

4 

10/8 
 
 
 
After School Basketball 
3.30pm to 5pm approx. 

11/8 12/8 13/8 
SAPSASA Hotshots—PPS 
 
 
 
School Football –3.30pm 

14/8 
 
Assembly– 2.30pm  

 
 

5 

17/8 
 
 
 
After School Basketball 
3.30pm to 5pm approx. 

18/8 19/8 20/8 
 
 
 
 
School Football –3.30pm 

21/8 
 
 

 
 

6 
 

24/8 
SAPSASA Hockey/
Soccer Carnival—
Adelaide  
 
After School Basketball 
3.30pm to 5pm approx. 

25/8 26/8 27/8 
 
 
 
 
School Football –3.30pm 

28/8 
Regional Basketball Day
– Mt Gambier 
Assembly– 2.30pm  

 
 

7 

31/8 
 
 
 
. 

1/9 2/9 3/9 
 
 
 
 
School Football –3.30pm 

4/9 
 
 

 
 

8 

7/9 
SAPSASA –Netball/
Football Carnival –
Adelaide 
 
. 

8/9 9/9 10/9 
 
 
 
 
School Football –3.30pm 

11/9 
 
Assembly– 2.30pm  

 
 

9 

14/9 
Sports Day Tryouts 
 
 
 
. 

15/9 
Sports Day Tryouts 

16/9 17/9 
 
 
 
 
School Football –3.30pm 

18/9 
Naracoorte Cross 
Country 
 
 

 
10 

21/9 
 
 
 
 
 

22/9 23/9 24/9 
 
 
 
 

25/9 
 
Assembly– 1.30pm  

Penola Primary School Planner -Term 3 




