
Principal’s Report 

We have a baby boom at Penola Primary!  We would 
like to congratulate Meagan and Lewis, Sam and Lauren 
and Issy and Josh on their exciting news.  All three 
babies are due between early December and early 
January.  We are looking forward to welcoming these 
little bundles of joy to our Penola Primary family.  
Congratulations to each couple. 
 
Penola Primary School recognises the opportunity that 
NAPLAN provides to gather comparative data. It is one 
of several tests that our school undertakes to ensure 
we have data to inform our planning and strategic 
directions (NAPLAN was not conducted this year, 
Australia wide, due to COVID). 
We are proud to always have had a 100% participation 
rate in our NAPLAN testing. This gives us data for every 
student to help us plan for individual students as well as 
for whole cohorts. Educators allocate time to analyse 
the trends and patterns over time. This allows us to be 
accurate and responsive when planning for our 
students.  Historically, Penola Primary School has 
performed consistently well in NAPLAN and other 
standardised tests such at PAT (Progressive 
Achievement Tests). 
Whilst we value NAPLAN we recognise its limitations in 
determining the quality of a school.  This is why we use 
a wider data set to ensure continual improvement for 
everyone.  Later this term our students, Years 2-7, will 
participate in PAT assessments which provides 
immediate information for teachers to analyse and 
then plan and teach. 
Standardised testing is one way of gaining a snapshot of 

a child on a given day; it doesn't always reflect the 
whole student or their abilities. There are many other 
aspects we value at Penola Primary School, such as 
respect, responsibility, diversity and inclusivity which 
will help to prepare our students to be active, 
successful, and contributing global citizens. 
 
Last week our Educator Exchange started with the 

Kindy.  A small group of school children and an 

educator visit the kindy to mentor kindy students and 

reconnect with kindy educators. At the same time, a 

small group of kindy children visit the school with an 

educator to assist them to become familiar with school.  

This leads to our more formalised transition program in 

Term 4.  We are excited to welcome the kindy children 

and their educators to Penola Primary. 

Julianne Williams is taking four weeks long service 

leave.  Cathy Heyn will be replacing her while she is on 

leave.  We welcome Cathy back to PPS. 

Kind regards,  

Anna 

Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity 

Writer’s and Reader’s Workshop 

Recently Penola Primary School hosted several 
educator and co-educator workshops facilitated by 
Amanda Bartram from Lisa Burman Consultants.  The 
sessions focused on Writer’s and Reader’s Workshop.  
Our journey with this pedagogical approach started five 
years ago when we were introduced to Lisa at an EChO 
(Early Childhood Organisation) conference.  After 
listening to Lisa speak we invited her down to work 
with us.  This led to 
the introduction of 
Writer’s Workshop 
and Reader’s 
Workshop at our 
school. 

Calendar of Events 
Term 3 

August  

Friday 14th  Assembly @ 2.45pm 
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We have continued to 

work with Lisa and her 

team, hosting a number 

of Professional 

Development sessions 

and being identified as an 

exemplar school where 

we held open days for 

educators from other 

sites to come and 

observe. Penola Primary School was also invited to 

exhibit at the Early Childhood Organisation Expo 

(Adelaide) and the Limestone Coast Early Years Expo 

(Penola High School). Olivia Thomas and Anna Copping 

have both worked as co-consultants for Lisa Burman 

Consulting, working with a number of educators from 

other sites to implement this pedagogical approach.  

This breadth of experience helps to support a continuity 

of practice from Kindy to Year 7. 

Sapsasa Report 

There has been plenty of Sapsasa 
activity going on this term with 
Hockey, Soccer, Football, and Netball 
tryouts all on the go. Congratulations 
are extended to the following students 
who have won selection in district 
teams which will compete in state carnivals in Adelaide 
in the coming weeks: 
Hockey: Jack Sharman, Abbey Gerritsen 
Soccer: Rosie Moorhouse, Bradley Meek 
Netball: Tegan Lythgo, Rosie Moorhouse 
Football: Ben Copping 
I would also like to commend all students who took up 
the challenge of trying out for Sapsasa teams because 
winning selection is extremely difficult given the large 
number of boys and girls from around our district vying 
for the positions available, and therefore the 
disappointment of missing out is a harsh reality. I have 
been extremely pleased with the manner in which our 
kids have dealt with their emotions upon being given 
news that they didn’t really wish to hear. 
We’ve also had 21 students participating in the Sapsasa 
Basketball tournament at Millicent (results and 
photographs will be in the next newsletter). 
Next Thursday, August 13th, Penola Primary is hosting 
the inaugural Sapsasa Hot Shots tennis tournament in 
the school gym with a total of 52 children taking part. 
We have 16 students participating and as with the 
basketball, results and photographs will be in the next 
newsletter.  

School Football 

School football kicked off last Saturday at Lucindale 
against a combined Padthaway/ Lucindale team with 
our boys-and, I’m pleased to say-girls enjoying a good 
win. Our kids are very fortunate to have Jon Copping as 
coach this season and we thank him and his assistant, 
Stuart Sharam, for their services. Thanks also to the 
parents who have already put up their hand to help 
with umpiring and other tasks. Our game this Saturday 
is at McCorquindale Park, Penola against  the Magpies 
from Naracoorte Primary School. 

 
 

Canteen News  
The canteen is open on Wednesdays at recess for 
munchies only, and open recess and lunch Thursdays 
and Fridays .  

 

Hot Chocolates are available this term for 
$1.00.  

 
Canteen Duty 
Friday 14th August —Dee O’Brien 
Friday 21st August—Carla Ranger 
Friday 28th August—Peta Baverstock 
Friday 4th September—Laetitia Vearing 
 
Munchies 
Wednesday 12th August 
Karmel Finch 
Donna deBlaauw 
Kerri Bryant 
Sue Bell 
Wednesday 19th August 
Rachael Messenger 
Sally Skeer 
Deirdre Crawford 
Kirsty Hackwell 
Wednesday 26th August 
Anna Copping  
Trish Brand 
Veronica Howlett 
Louise Perry 
Wednesday 2nd September 
Laarni Krause 
Susan Sharman 
Lucille Bailey 
Mel Catlin 

 









 
Year 7 to High School Transition 

2021/2022 
 

Transitioning to high school is an important step for all primary 
school students. Penola High School and our feeder schools, 
Nangwarry and Kalangadoo Primary Schools, and Mary 
Mackillop Memorial School will be working together to make this 
experience as positive and exciting as possible for all students. 
Facilitating the planning for continuity of learning requires 
leaders, teachers and parents to support the processes for their 
young adolescents to ensure their needs are met. Productive 
and supportive working relationships are key elements in the 
process.  
Students are to be nurtured, engaged and challenged, and given 
the same opportunities to reach their full potential in their new 
learning environment. Our focus is to develop students who are 
independent lifelong learners, through building confidence, 
resilience, capacity and motivation. Assisting them to create a 
sense of belonging, and providing experiences that will deepen 
metacognition are paramount to their success. 
Establishing a culture of learning in a safe environment is 
essential, particularly for their wellbeing, where building 
relationships and trust are imperative. Leaders are meeting to 
begin planning to implement strategies to involve leaders, 
teachers, students and the parent community in the journeys 
our adolescents will make over the next months. These actions 
are being designed to support Year 7 students transitioning in 
2021, as well as the Year 6 and 7 students in 2022. 
 
Jane Pryor 
Middle School Coordinator 
 



 

 
 

1 

20/7 
 
 
 
 
After School Basketball 
3.30pm to 5pm approx. 

 

21/7 22/7 
SAPSASA Girls Soccer 
tryouts —Mt Gambier  

23/7 
SAPSASA Hockey tryouts –
Mt Gambier 
SAPSASA  Netball tryouts– 
Millicent 
SAPSASA Boys Soccer 
tryouts —Millicent  
School Football –3.30pm 

24/7 

 
 

2 

27/7 
SAPSASA Football—Mt 
Gambier 
 
After School Basketball 
3.30pm to 5pm approx. 

28/7 29/7 30/7 
 
 
 
School Football –3.30pm 
 

31/7 
 
Assembly– 2.45pm  

 
 

3 

3/8 
 
 
 
After School Basketball 
3.30pm to 5pm approx. 

 

4/8 5/8 6/8 
SAPSASA Basketball—
Millicent 
 
 
School Football –3.30pm 

7/8 
 
 

 
 

4 

10/8 
 
 
 
After School Basketball 
3.30pm to 5pm approx. 

11/8 12/8 13/8 
SAPSASA Hotshots—PPS 
 
 
 
School Football –3.30pm 

14/8 
 
Assembly– 2.45pm  

 
 

5 

17/8 
Environment Group 
Earth Keeper Excursion  

 
After School Basketball 
3.30pm to 5pm approx. 

18/8 19/8 20/8 
 
 
 
 
School Football –3.30pm 

21/8 
 
 

 
 

6 
 

24/8 
SAPSASA Hockey/
Soccer Carnival—
Adelaide  
 
After School Basketball 
3.30pm to 5pm approx. 

25/8 26/8 27/8 
 
 
 
 
School Football –3.30pm 

28/8 
Regional Basketball Day
– Mt Gambier 
Assembly– 2.45pm  

 
 

7 

31/8 
 
 
 
. 

1/9 2/9 3/9 
 
 
 
 
School Football –3.30pm 

4/9 
 
 

 
 

8 

7/9 
SAPSASA –Netball/
Football Carnival –
Adelaide 
 
. 

8/9 
Yr 3/4 Hot Shots 

9/9 10/9 
 
 
Yr 3/4 Camp 
 
School Football –3.30pm 

11/9 
Assembly– 2.45pm  

 
 

9 

14/9 
Sports Day Tryouts 
 
 
 
. 

15/9 
Sports Day Tryouts 
 
Year 4/5 Camp 

16/9 
 
 
 

17/9 
 
 
 
 
School Football –3.30pm 

18/9 
Naracoorte Cross 
Country 
 
 

 
10 

21/9 
 
 
 
 
 

22/9 23/9 24/9 
 
 
 
 

25/9 
 
Assembly– 1.30pm  
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