
 

Principal’s Report 

A very warm welcome to the 2021 school year.  I offer a 
special welcome to those families that are joining us for 
the first time. 
It was so heart-warming to see the children return to 
school Wednesday morning.  Staff have spent a number 
of weeks preparing their learning spaces and planning 
learning experiences for our students.  I take this 
opportunity to thank our staff for their hard work and 
dedication.  The learning environment is a child’s third 
teacher (after parents and educators) and so it is 
important our students feel their own sense of pride 
and responsibility over their own learning spaces. 
Monday 8th and Tuesday 9th February are pupil free 
days.  We are fortunate to have Ann Baker (Natural 
Maths and Numeracy Consultant) joining us.  On the 
Monday staff will be in Mount Gambier working with 
Ann and other schools and on Tuesday she will be 
exclusively at Penola Primary.  Primary Schools are 
entitled to 5 pupil free days (4 days + 1 in lieu of a 

school closure) per year for the purpose of staff training 
and development. 
Our parent information night is Wednesday 10th 
February starting at 6pm.  This is an opportunity for 
families to hear about the priorities for the year, meet 
their child’s teacher, explore classrooms and ask 
questions.  The night will start with a whole school 
introduction and will then be followed by classroom 
visits and a free BBQ.  Families are invited to bring 
nibbles, drinks and a chair/mat and join staff for an 
informative but casual evening. 
I have been thrilled with the start we have had to the 

school year.  I am very much looking forward to seeing 

what we can achieve together in 2021. 

Kind regards,  

Anna  

Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity 

Welcome 
 

We are very excited to welcome our 18 new Foundation 
year students to our school. Most are very familiar with 
our school and surrounds due to transition programs in 
2020 and have settled in well.  
A big welcome to Sehj Auluka, Ella Battye, Kealan 
Braithwaite, George Copping, Anika Greening, Victoria 
Haggerty, Oliver Heysen, Tobias Holden-Young, Harvey 
Honner, Zoe Maney, Tyga Marcus, Angus McGregor, 
Charlie Possingham, Keziah Poynter, Jock Redman, 
Piper Stehbens,  Otis Stone, and Skye Tully.  
We also welcome a new student, Grace Kerr (Year 2) to 
our school.  We hope all our new students have settled 
in well and will have a great experience at our school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar of Events 
Term 1 2021 

TERM 1  

February    

Monday 8th & Tuesday 9th  Pupil Free Days—Ann Baker 
(Natural Maths) 

Friday 12th  Senior Swimming Carnival 
11:00am Start 

March  

Monday 8th  Adelaide Cup  

Friday 12th  Acoustic Music Gathering School 
Program 

April  

Friday 2nd Good Friday 

Monday 5th Easter Monday 

Wednesday 7th Millicent Athletics  

Friday 9th Term 1 Finishes 

Grace  

mailto:paul.harmer381@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au/


This year we welcome four new staff members: Stacey 
Marlow (Year 3/4 teacher), Heidi Kerr (Year 5 teacher), 
Josh Pearce (Year 6 teacher) and Leah Kuiper (SS0). 
From our visits to classes so far, students seem to have 
settled in well, with many positive comments from 
teachers about their classes. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Swimming Carnival 
 The Senior Swimming Carnival for ALL Years 4-7 
students plus the Year 3 children who qualified at our 
timing sessions, will be on Friday (February 12th) 
starting at 11.00am  
We welcome families and friends to watch the carnival 
and support the children throughout the afternoon. We 
suggest that you bring a chair and set up on the eastern 
side of the pool. Notes and programs will be sent home 
next Wednesday. 

 

Gastro  
Gastro is currently making the rounds at many 

educational sites and we are not immune.  Please read 

the information sheet attached to this email that 

contains health advice from SA Health.  It is important 

to note a person who has had gastro must stay home 

for 48 hours after their last symptom (previously it has 

been 24 hours).  

No Hat No Play 

You are reminded that this term is a No Hat No Play Sun 
Safe term. We have had a fantastic response to date – 
thank you. We have plenty of new hats in both sizes in 
stock available for only $12.  

 

Riding in the School Grounds 
Just a friendly reminder, that bikes, scooters etc. are 
NOT to be ridden in the school grounds. Please walk 
your bike/scooters to and from the school gate to the 
bike shed. This is for the safety of everyone in the 
school grounds. It is very busy in the mornings and 
afternoons, with lots of people around and we don’t 
want anyone hurt.  

 

Parking 
Please be aware of the areas you are and are not 
permitted to park. The area across the road from where 
the buses pull up is not only inconvenient for the 
drivers, but also a dangerous place for children to cross. 
It is a no parking zone between 8.30 – 8.45 a.m. and 
3.15 – 3.30 p.m. We also discourage anyone from 
parking on the eastern side of Young Street during bus 
times, as shown on the accompanying map. 

 
See Saw  
Another friendly reminder to please sign up to your 
child/rens classroom See Saw  App, by using the QR 
Code provided by your teacher. See Saw is an important  
communication link between teachers and parents, so 
please sign in as soon as possible. 
 

School  Stream Download App      
In light of the current events, the Department  of 
Education advises that all parents have the School 
Stream APP downloaded on their mobile devices. 
It will therefore ensure that communication between 
school and parents can be more efficient. 
There is a form attached  to explain how to download 
the App and you will need to set up an account to be 
able to receive the school messages.  
For those who already have an account you are not 
required to create a new account.  

If you have any questions please call the school. 

Heidi Kerr Stacey Marlow 

Josh Pearce Leah Kuiper 



Governing Council  AGM 
On Wednesday 10th February, after the whole school 

introduction (6:15ish) we will hold our AGM in the 

Library.  Being on the Governing Council allows 

members of our community to develop an 

understanding of how schools are managed and 

governed.  It also provides members with an 

opportunity to have a say in the direction of the school.   

If you are interested in attending the AGM and/or being 

on the committee, please meet in the Library. 

Parent Volunteer Group 

The Parent Volunteer Group hopes that everyone has 
had a wonderful school break and welcomes you all 
back to the new school year in 2021.  
The Parent Volunteer Group has recently held its AGM 
and has welcome a new committee on board for 2021. 
 

The office bearers are: 
President: Sophie Simson 
Vice President: Pat Sharam  
Treasurer: Mel Catlin 
Secretary: Michelle Barry 
Uniforms: Mel Catlin 
Governing Council Rep: TBC 
Staff Rep: Tony O’Connell 
  
Committee: Lucille Bailey, Laetitia Vearing, Charmaine 
Moulton, Benedetta Rusconi, Amanda Wurst ,Alex 
Lambert, Mardi Currie, Louise Poynter, and Bridgett 
Cutchie  
 

The Parent Volunteer Group would like to thank all of 
the parents who have volunteered throughout  2020. 
It was greatly appreciated and we look forward to your 
continuous  support. 
 

Growing up Online – Cyber Safety 
Cyber-safety expert, Susan McLean, is presenting a 
community session for families at Penola High School 
from 5:30-7:00pm.  This is an opportunity for families to 
hear what our children are up to online and provide us 
with strategies to support our young people to help 
them navigate online activity safely.  This is open to 
families with children of any age.  If your child is active 
online then it is important you attend this free session. 
Our Year 6 and 7 students will also attend a student 

session on Wednesday at the High School.  Susan will 

cover topics like rules and laws, cyberbullying, online 

‘friends’, sites and apps, and staying safe online.  This is 

an age-appropriate, fun and interactive session. 

Canteen News  
We would like to congratulate and welcome Bridgette 
Cutchie to Penola Primary School as our Canteen 
Manager.  
Bridgette and her family moved to the district late last 
year with her son Jack enrolling at PPS at the start of 
Term 4 , 2020.  
Bridgette brings with her a wealth of experience and is 
very excited to be taking on the role. We look forward 
to working with Bridgette. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Canteen Duty 
Friday 12th February—Swim Carnival 
Friday 19th February—April Possingham 
Friday 26 February—Jenny Eastwood 
Friday  5th March—Sharon Ross 
 
Munchies 
Wednesday 10th February  
Belinda Sanders 
Veronica Howlett 
Emily Marchant 
Trish Wooding 
Wednesday 17 February 
Karmel Finch 
Kim Wilson 
Louise Rose 
Stacey Marlow  
Wednesday 24th February  
Monique Jackson 
Sally Skeer 
Katherine Hunter 
Amy Vaughan 
Wednesday 3rd March 
Anna Copping  
Olivia Thomas 
Meg Redman 
Amanda Gerritsen 

 

 
 

Bridgette Cutchie 





We would like to congratulate the following students on their appointment  
as house captains and vice captains. 

Luc, Bryce, Lucy and Charlize.  

Maggie, Finn, Macey and Tegan. Harrison, Finn, Ella and Ben.  

Louise, Joel, Kiara and Matilda. 



SAPSASA DATES 2021 MID SOUTH EAST 
DATE TERM WEEK EVENT 

Friday Feb 19th 1 4 
District Swimming Day 
(Penola) 

Friday March 26th 1 9 State Swimming Champion-

March 29th-31st 1 10 
Softball State Carnival 
(Adelaide) 

Wednesday, April 7th 1 11 
District Athletics Day (Newbery 
Park Primary School) 

Friday April 30th 2 1 
District Golf Day (Penola Golf 
Course) 

Friday May 7th 2 2 
Regional Cross Country 
(Naracoorte) 

May 31st-June 4th 2 6 
Football State Carnival 
(Adelaide) Year 6 Mon-Wed; 
Year 7 Wed-Fri 

May 31st-June 4th 2 6 
Netball State Carnival 
(Adelaide) Year 6 Mon-Wed; 
Year 7 Wed-Fri 

Thursday June 10th 2 7 State Cross Country Champi-

TBA 2 8 Hockey Tryout Day (Blue Lake 

TBA 2 8 
Girls' Soccer Tryout Day 
(Tenison College) 

Thursday August 5th 3 3 
District Basketball Day 
(Millicent) 

August 9th-11th 3 4 
Soccer State Carnival 
(Adelaide) 

August 9th-11th 3 4 
Hockey State Carnival 
(Adelaide) 

Friday August 20th 3 5 
Regional Basketball Day (Mt 
Gambier) 

Friday August 27th 3 6 
Regional Golf Day 
(Naracoorte) 

Thur Sept 9th/Fri Sept 
10th 

3 8 State Golf Finals (Adelaide) 

Wednesday Sept 15th 3 9 
State Basketball Finals 
(Adelaide) 

Monday September 20th 3 10 
State Athletics Championships 
(Adelaide) 

October 18th-20th 4 2 
Girls' Football State Carnival 
(Adelaide) 

November 1st-4th 4 4 
Cricket State Carnival 
(Adelaide) 

November 8th-11th 4 5 
Tennis State Carnival 
(Adelaide) 

* The back-up day in case of bad weather will be Thursday April 8th. 







 
Penola Primary School 2021 Planner -Term 1 

1 

25/1 
 
School Closure 

26/1 
 
Australia Day 

27/1 
 
Term 1 Commences 

28/1 29/1 

2 

1/2 2/2 
 
Swim Timings 

3/2 
 
Team Game Practice 

4/2 5/2 

3 

8/2 
Pupil Free Day 
 

9/2 
Pupil Free Day 

10/2 
Parent Information Night 
at 6pm 

11/2 
 
 
 
Assembly-Michelle 
Yr3/4B  

12/2 
 
Senior Swim Carnival 

4 

15/2 
Softball Trial  

16/2 17/2 18/2 19/2 
 
Sapsasa Swimming 
Penola 

5 

22/2 23/2 24/2 25/2 
 

26/2 
 
 
 
Assembly-Josh Yr 6 

6 

1/3 2/3 3/3 4/3 5/3 

7 

8/3 
 

Adelaide Cup 

9/3 10/3 11/3 12/3 
Acoustic Music 
Gathering Schools 
program – Years 5, 6 
and 7  
Assembly-Heidi Yr  5 

8 

15/3 16/3 17/3 18/3 19/3 

9 

22/3 23/3 24/3 25/3 26/3 
Sapsasa Swimming 
Adelaide 
 
Assembly-Fiona Yr 2  

10 

29/3 
Sapsasa Softball State 
Carnival Adelaide 

30/3  
Sapsasa Softball State 
Carnival Adelaide 

31/3 
Sapsasa Softball State 
Carnival Adelaide 

1/4 2/4 
 

Good Friday 

11 

5/4 
 

Easter Monday 

6/4 7/4 
Sapsasa Athletics 
Millicent 

8/4 9/4 
 
 
 
 
Assembly-SRC 



Millicent & District Basketball  

Join in the fun and get involved 
 in U10’s Basketball  

Season starts 23rd February 2021 
Registration Info  
Boys or girls register to play in the February to June Basketball Season in under 10 age groups. Due by 

Friday 12th February.  

 

U/10’S ON TUESDAYS 

U10’s - The U10’s competition is suited for children aged between 7 and 10 years old, regardless of their 

ability. The new U/10’s season begins on Tuesday the 23rd February and plays through until the end of June 

2021(excluding school holidays). All games of under 10’s will be played on Tuesday evenings between 

approximately 5pm and 7pm. Each session runs for an hour, which includes a half hour training and ½ hour 

game.  
 

What is required?  

There is a membership fee and a game fee per game. The Basketball Association provides the playing top and 

you wear black basketball shorts and non-marking shoes. Players are to be regular attendees and play in the 

spirit of the game with sportsmanship.  
 

Costs   

Registration Fee, all levies and insurance: $70  Canteen Levy: $45  Game Payment: $6 per game 

Millicent Basketball encourages and accepts Sports Vouchers. However, registrations and payments still must 

be completed online and parents will be reimbursed at a later date. Sports voucher forms must be submitted 

to Peter.  A copy of the sports vouchers can be found on the back of this page or on our website.   

Parents are required to work in the stadium canteen for one 2-hour shift per season. But if unable to work in 

the canteen, parents must indicate this on the online registration form, and will be invoiced the $45 canteen 

levy later. The Association encourages parents to be involved by attending games or even helping with 

scoring, refereeing, or coaching.  
 

Eligible birth dates under 10’s born in 2011 – 2012 – 2013 -2014    
 

Online Registrations 

TO PLAY BASKETBALL IN MILLICENT YOU NEED TO REGISTER AND PAY ONLINE! 

MDIBA has joined the official Basketball Australia ‘Basketball Network’ for online registrations. The database 
allows members to enter their details and pay their registration fees from home. This process is part of 
Basketball Australia and is very user-friendly, taking less than 5 minutes to complete.  
 

THE ONLINE REGISTRATION LINK IS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE & FACEBOOK  
 

PARTICIPANTS MUST REGISTER ONLINE BY FRIDAY 12TH FEBRUARY TO PLAY IN THE NEW SEASON 

OF UNDER 10 Basketball  
For any information about any of these competitions or participation please contact  
Peter on 0438 388 073. 
 
 



Use the Sports Voucher to cover your registration costs  


