
 

Principal’s Report 

With Victoria’s sudden lock down last week and our 
Victorian students unable to attend school it served as a 
reminder of how quickly things can change as we 
continue to navigate the COVID-19 pandemic.  Having 
been through this a number of times, we are well 
practiced at being ready to shift to online learning if 
required.  It is important families are also ready.  If you 
don’t have access to a device and/or the internet please 
contact the school so we can have these ready for you if 
we do need to move to online learning.  Families also 
need to make sure they are connected to See Saw as 
this is where the main source of information and 
learning will come from, especially in the early days of 
online learning.  Please contact your child’s teacher if 
you are experiencing difficulty logging on. 
Congratulations to our SRC executive, Environment 
Group and Choir leaders who were announced today at 
a special assembly.  These leaders, along with our 
House leaders, are strong representatives of our school 
and I look forward to seeing what they achieve this 
year.  Being a school leader comes with the expectation 
that students uphold our school values of Respect, 
Responsibility and Inclusivity while at school, in the 
community and online.  It is important that all students 

realise they can all be leaders even though they don’t 
have an official title.  There are many ways to be a 
leader, for example, volunteering, modelling positive 
behaviour, encouraging and supporting others and 
taking pride in our school. 
Thought of the week – “Popcorn is prepared in the 

same pot, in the same heat, in the same oil and yet…the 

kernels do not pop at the same time.  Don’t compare 

your child to others.  Their turn to pop is coming!” 

Kind regards,  

Anna  

Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity 

Governing Council 
At the recent Governing Council AGM the following 
people were elected.  We would like to thank those 
returning to the Governing Council and welcome new 
members.   
  
Chairperson -                    Mark DeGaris    
Vice Chairperson-  Peta Baverstock               
Secretary -                         Donna deBlaauw               
Treasurer -                         Ulrich Grey-Smith  
Financial Advisory Committee (FAC)  

Ulrich Grey-Smith 

Anna Copping  

Karmel Finch  

Mark DeGaris  

Sophie Angus  

Ravi Singh  
Parent Volunteer Group-  Bridgette Cutchie 
Staff Rep-                       Karmel Finch 
Principal -                      Anna Copping         
Committee Members -      

Belinda Sanders 

Matt McGregor  

Trish Wooding  

Bronte Cox  

Scott McCulloch                                            

Calendar of Events 
Term 1 2021 

TERM 1  

March  

Monday 8th  Adelaide Cup  

Friday 12th  Acoustic Music Gathering School 
Program 

April  

Friday 2nd Good Friday 

Monday 5th Easter Monday 

Wednesday 7th Millicent Athletics  

Friday 9th Term 1 Finishes 

mailto:paul.harmer381@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au/


Susan McLean – Cyber 

Safety sessions 
 

Last week we were fortunate to have 
Susan McLean present a community 
information session and student 
session for our Year 5, 6 and 7s.  
Susan is a world renowned expert, 
working with both the FBI and 
Australian police, on cyber safety.  She was very direct 
with her message and did not stand for any “oh but….”, 
being clear that parents/caregivers are the gatekeepers 
for their child/ren’s safety online.  Over the next few 
newsletters I will publish some of her key messages.  

We have Susan’s book “Sexts, Texts and Selfies” 
available for families to borrow if they would like more 
information.  It is available from the font office. 

This week’s key messages 
 Even if you are vigilant with your child’s online 

activity, it is the access they have to it when they 
aren’t with you (at a friend’s house, down the street, 
catching up with a mate) that will do the damage. 

 Geographic location is not a protective factor.  
Country children are more likely to be impacted 
because of their more laid back approach (being 
online means you can be contacted by anyone in the 
world). 

 Children need to know that no matter what they can 
come to you to tell you if something has happened 
or if they have made a mistake.  Children fear the 
result or consequence of telling an adult if 
something is going wrong so they are reluctant to do 
it, allowing the issue to continue. 

 NEVER, EVER should devices (tablets, phones, 
laptops – anything with a camera) be allowed in 
bedrooms or bathrooms.  Children won’t send nudes 
in the middle of the living room and are less likely to 
engage in inappropriate chats. 

 Before you post anything think 
 Respect – for self, body and image 
 Responsibility – is this the right 

thing to do? If I post this does it 
have be a secret? (would I want 
Granny reading this?), does it hurt 
anyone? Is it true? 

 Reputation – is it going to impact 
mine or someone else’s 
reputation? 

 

 

Parent Volunteer Group  

Thank you  

A big Thank you to all the volunteers that helped out 
with the BBQ lunch at the swimming carnival last 
Friday. It was greatly appreciated. 

Easter Raffle  

During the week a School Stream message was sent out 
about donations for an Easter Raffle that the Parent 
Volunteer Group are running to raise money for the 
school and students. You can find more details about 
how you are able to help out, in the letter that can be 
found in this newsletter.   

 

Canteen News  

 
The canteen is open on Wednesdays at recess for 
munchies only, and open recess and lunch Thursdays 
and Fridays . 

Canteen Duty 
Friday 26 February—Jenny Eastwood 
Friday  5th March—Sharon Ross 
Friday 12th March - Alex Lambert 
Friday 19th March - Lucille Bailey 
 
Munchies 
Wednesday 24th February  
Monique Jackson 
Sally Skeer 
Katherine Hunter 
Amy Vaughan 
Wednesday 3rd March 
Anna Copping  
Olivia Thomas 
Meg Redman 
Amanda Gerritsen 
Wednesday 10th March 
Kirsty Hackwill 
Naomi Baugh 
Nerrissa Dohnt 
Pat Sharam 
Wednesday 17th March 
Emma Lydeamore 
Alana Croft 
Charmaine Moulton 
Angela Lythgo 
 
 
 
 
 



Community News  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 





Junior Girls Championship 

Bonnie (C) & Emmie (RU) 

Senior Girls Championship 

Charlize (C) & Louise (RU)  

Junior Boys Championship 

Jack (C) & Oscar (RU) 

Senior Boys Championship 

Harrison (C) & Luc (RU) 

Gordon Bannister Cup  
Ben, Ella, Toni Cadzow, Finn, Jason Muller, Harrison, Emily Marchant.  

Absent - Leah Kuiper 

Rymill House Leaders 
Ben, Ella, Finn, and Harrison. 





Environment Group 
 

Keira, Nellie, Alissa and Maggie. 

Choir Leaders 
 

Lucy and Macey  







Penola Primary School 

  
PO Box 125, Penola SA 5277  Phone: 08 8737 2300 

Chairperson: Mark DeGaris  Fax: 08 8737 2877 

Principal: Anna Copping  Email: anna.copping393@schools.sa.edu.au 

 
 

Donations needed for Penola Primary’s monster Easter Raffle 
 

Dear Penola Primary School families, 
 
Easter is just a hop, skip and jump away (pun intended) and so the Penola Primary 
School Parent Volunteer Committee will be holding an Easter Raffle. Funds raised 
will go towards our classroom upgrades. 
 
We kindly ask all families to please send in one egg, or bunny, or some other 
suitable item E.g. gourmet food item, soft toy, Easter craft pack.  
If you wish to donate more than one item you are most welcome. 
 
You can donate your Easter treat by placing it in the Easter Raffle box located at the  
school front office.  
 
Donations will be gladly accepted from now until Wednesday, 17th March. 
 
We will be giving each family a book of 10 raffle tickets to sell to family & friends. 
Tickets are just $2.00 each. 
 
Please make sure that both name and phone number are clearly listed on each sold 
ticket. 
Tickets will be handed out shortly.  
 
The raffle will be drawn on Friday, 26th March at the Week 9 school assembly.  
 
Thank you all in advance for your donations.  
 
Good Luck!! 
 
Kind regards,  
Bridgette Cutchie  
(On behalf of Parent Volunteer Committee)  



 
Penola Primary School 2021 Planner -Term 1 

1 

25/1 
 
School Closure 

26/1 
 
Australia Day 

27/1 
 
Term 1 Commences 

28/1 29/1 

2 

1/2 2/2 
 
Swim Timings 

3/2 
 
Team Game Practice 

4/2 5/2 

3 

8/2 
Pupil Free Day 
 

9/2 
Pupil Free Day 

10/2 
Parent Information Night 
at 6pm 

11/2 
 
 
 
Assembly-Michelle 
Yr3/4B  

12/2 
 
Senior Swim Carnival 

4 

15/2 
Softball Trial  

16/2 17/2 18/2 19/2 
 
Sapsasa Swimming 
Penola 

5 

22/2 23/2 24/2 25/2 
 

26/2 
 
 
 
Assembly-Josh Yr 6 

6 

1/3 2/3 3/3 4/3 5/3 

7 

8/3 
 

Adelaide Cup 

9/3 10/3 11/3 12/3 
Acoustic Music 
Gathering Schools 
program – Years 5, 6 
and 7  
Assembly-Heidi Yr  5 

8 

15/3 16/3 17/3 18/3 19/3 

9 

22/3 23/3 24/3 25/3 26/3 
Sapsasa Swimming 
Adelaide 
 
Assembly-Fiona Yr 2  

10 

29/3 
Sapsasa Softball State 
Carnival Adelaide 

30/3  
Sapsasa Softball State 
Carnival Adelaide 

31/3 
Sapsasa Softball State 
Carnival Adelaide 

1/4 2/4 
 

Good Friday 

11 

5/4 
 

Easter Monday 

6/4 7/4 
Sapsasa Athletics 
Millicent 

8/4 9/4 
 
 
 
 
Assembly-SRC 


