
Principal’s Report 

This is the last newsletter before we break for holidays 
(there is still school next week).  Every term is a busy 
one but we have honestly been flat out this term!  
Students, staff and families are certainly looking 
forward to a four day break. 
 
Over the last few weeks we have had a number of 
students represent, and who will represent our school 
in coming weeks, in a number of SAPSASA sports.  We 
have received a lot of feedback about how well our 
students have represented our school both on and off 
the sporting grounds.  We are very proud of our 
students and what they have achieved.  We encourage 
all children to participate in sport as participation has 
numerous health and social/emotional benefits but also 
links directly to the General Capabilities (encompassing 
knowledge, skills, behaviours and dispositions that 
equip students to live and work successfully in the 
twenty-first century) from the Australian Curriculum.  
Example of these are: 
 Intercultural understanding – Students 

participate in physical activities from their own 
and others’ cultures, examine how involvement 
creates community connections and promotes 
intercultural understanding. 

 Ethical Understanding – As students explore 
concepts and consequences of fair play, equitable 
participation, empathy and respect in 

relationships, they develop skills to make ethical 
decisions and understand the consequences of 
their actions.  They also develop the capacity to 
apply these skills in everyday situations and 
movement-based contexts. 

 Personal and Social – Students work 
independently and collaboratively in movement-
based activities to develop personal and social 
skills as well as an awareness and appreciation of 
their own and others’ strengths and abilities.  
Students develop a range of interpersonal skills 
such as communication, negotiation, teamwork 
and leadership, and an appreciation for diverse 
perspectives. 

 Critical and Creative Thinking – Sport provides 
learning opportunities that support creative 
thinking through dance making, games creation 
and technique refinement. 

 (School Sport SA, 2021) 
 
I would also like to congratulate students from Mrs 
Williams’ Year 3/4 class and Mrs Kerr/Mrs Finch’s Year 
5 class who recently participated in the 2021 Prime 
Minister’s Spelling Bee School competition.  The 
students found it challenging but enjoyed the 
opportunity to participate.  These students had some 
tricky words they had to spell but we are thrilled we 
have four students advancing to the State/Territory 
Finals! 
 
I wish all of you a very happy and restful Easter.  I look 
forward to seeing you all next week before we start 
school holidays. 

 
Kind regards,  

Anna  

Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
Term 1 2021 

TERM 1  

April  

Friday 2nd Good Friday 

Monday 5th Easter Monday 

Wednesday 7th Millicent Athletics  

Thursday 8th Alpha Show 

Friday 9th House Cross Country  
Term 1 Finishes 
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House Cross Country  
As you may be aware, our students have been out 
running each morning to build their fitness for Cross-
Country in Naracoorte next term on the 7th May 2021. 
 

Based on the success of our own cross-country day last 
year we have decided to make this an annual event. 
Next Friday the 9th of April (final day of Term 1), the PPS 
House Cross Country Carnival will be held at our school 
oval. The first race will commence at 11am. Children 
are required to wear their house polo shirt for the 
event. 
 

Based on current COVID-19 restrictions, families are 
welcome to attend. There will be check-in stations at 
entry points to the oval with QR codes and hand 
sanitiser. We ask that parents stick to their designated 
area and maintain safe social distancing. 
 

If you have any questions about the event, please get in 
contact with Sam McDougall or Tony O’Connell. Please 
keep an eye out for further information early next 
week. 
 

Year 7 to High School Transition 
 

We have heard a lot about the transition of Year 7 to 
High School and the impact this will have on those 
students and the high schools they will be attending, 
but what about primary schools, 
specifically Penola Primary School?  
While there will be some changes (this is inevitable) 
things will predominately remain the same.  Here is 
what we do know.  
 We will maintain similar class structures (straight 

or composite – no more than two year levels in 
the one class) with low student numbers in each 
class.  

 We will maintain a consistent student population 
(approximately 150-160 students in 2022), with 
projected student numbers remaining steady in 
future years.  

 Extra-curricular programs including music, sport, 
arts, and the environment, along with 
other opportunities will continue.  

 Year 6s, as senior students, will receive similar if 
not the same, experiences as our current senior 
students.  

 We will continue to have a gender balance of 
staff. 

 We will maintain our commitment and focus on 
high learning expectations for all students, 
especially in Literacy and Numeracy.  

 Specialist subjects – STEM, Digital Technologies, 
Japanese and the Arts will continue.  

 We will continue to focus on student agency 
and rigour.  

 We will maintain strong connections with our 
local community.  

 We will continue to offer alternative learning 
programs, including a high ratio of Student 
Support Officers (SSOs) to students.  

 
Our aim is to keep you informed as we navigate our 
way through this transition process.  If you have any 
questions please do not hesitate to contact the school.  
 

Words! Words! Words! 
Vocabulary knowledge is strongly related to reading 
proficiency and to school achievement in particular. 
Exposing children to oral and written language of 
varying degrees of complexity is an important precursor 
to future success. Every parent has a huge role in 
helping their child achieve proficiency by talking and 
reading with their son or daughter, providing feedback 
on the pronunciation of words, pointing to words in 
print, and building an understanding through pictures 
and real life experiences, and this is even before they 
commence school. 
Young children need to be exposed to high frequency 
words both orally and in print. Twelve words – a, and, 
he, I, in, is, it, of, that, the, to and was make up 25% of 
all the words we read. Learning these words is a key 
strategy for them to make sense of print and achieve 
reasonable reading fluency. To achieve this, children 
need to recognise them automatically; that way they 
are not struggling over those words but moving 
smoothly to less well-known words. 
Sometimes vocabulary is only seen as the correct 
spelling of words; this is a misconception. Spelling 
words correctly is one goal; spelling words and using 
them correctly in context is our ultimate goal. It is why 
we should refer to spelling as word study. When 
children recognise words, spell them correctly and use 
them in the appropriate context, then they can be 
considered proficient spellers. Words can captivate the 
imagination, convey meaning, emotions and inspire. If 
we expose our children to quality language from birth 
and share a passion for communicating with others 
orally and in print, then we are boosting their capacity 
to learn for life.   
We help children learn by having lots of books, 
magazines and by pointing out words on packaging, etc. 
As children progress they should also have access to a 
dictionary and thesaurus. Do you have these resources 
at home where they can be easily found and used? 



They should be part of the tool kit for learning – 
somewhere all members of the family can go to learn 
about words. If we develop these habits early, children 
will benefit.  
Vocabulary development and spelling are an important 

part of a child’s development.  For that reason, all 

educators at PPS are currently engaging in professional 

development every week that will culminate in a pupil 

free (Friday 21st May) where we will decide on a whole 

school program.  Evidence clearly shows that having a 

whole school approach to spelling and vocabulary is the 

most effective way to teach these areas. This will 

ensure consistency of practice Foundation to Year 7. 

Easter Raffle  

Thank you to all the families for their donations and 
ticket sales for the Easter Raffle. We had 21 Easter 
prizes to give away at the last assembly, to some very 
lucky people. The Easter raffle  raised over $1300.00  
for  the school. What a wonderful effort.  

 

Canteen News  
On Friday  9th April  the canteen will be organising a 
sausage sizzle meal deal  which will be available from 
for the House Cross Country. More information will be 
advertised next week .  
Canteen Duty 
Friday 10th April—Karly Honner 
Munchies 
Wednesday 7th April 
Deanne O’Brien 
Lucille Bailey 
Mel Catlin 
Charmaine Moulton 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community News  
 

Come along and celebrate World Autism 
Awareness Day with an Inclusive Storytime & Art 
Activities 
  
In conjunction with the Mount Gambier Library, this 
session will be held out of hours in The Riddoch Arts 
and Cultural Centre Foyer, providing a quiet and 
relaxed space for children with social/sensory 
sensitivities. 
  
Thursday 1st April 
9:00 - 9:45 AM, doors open from 8.45am 
The Riddoch Arts and Cultural Centre Foyer 
Best suited for children 12 and under 
Free Event 
  
Bookings essential.  



Thank you to Tony O'Connell and the parents who helped coach, score and support our students. A full 
Sapsasa report will follow in the next newsletter. 

Penola Primary were well represented in SAPSASA Softball in Adelaide this week. 
The Mid South East Division 2 girls had a successful week winning their division. 
The Lower South East Division 3 girls also had a great week finishing second in their division.  
The Mid South East Division 1 boys were competitive all week finishing second.  

Representing the Mid South East from Penola Primary School were 
Jack, Bryce, Charlize and Louise 

Finn, Ryan, Ben, Bradley, Bodie, Harrison, Luc and Tony. 
Matilda, Louise, Kiara, Charlize, Ivy, Haylee, Ella, 

Madison, Mia and Lucy. 
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29/3 
Sapsasa Softball State 
Carnival Adelaide 

30/3  
Sapsasa Softball State 
Carnival Adelaide 

31/3 
Sapsasa Softball State 
Carnival Adelaide 

1/4 2/4 
 

Good Friday 

11 

5/4 
 

Easter Monday 

6/4 7/4 
Sapsasa Athletics 
Millicent 

8/4 
Alpha performance-
9.00am 

9/4 
House Cross Country 
 
 
 
Assembly-SRC 
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26/4 
Anzac Day Public holiday 

27/4 
 
Year 7 Camp to Robe 

28/4 29/4 30/4 
 
Sapsasa Golf at the 
Penola Golf Course 
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3/5 
 
Year 6 Camp to Robe  
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Naracoorte Cross 
Country  
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