Calendar of Events
Term 3 2021
TERM 3
September
Tuesday 21st

KESAB Performance 9.30am –
10.30am

Friday 24th

School Colour Fun Run

Principal’s Report
I’m not one for reading parenting advice books but with
an adolescent boy and another who will start that
journey I thought it would be a good idea to try and
understand my boys a little better so bought the audio
book, Maggie Dent’s “From Boys to Men”. Maggie is a
mother of four boys, teacher, researcher and reputable
author, so I was confident she would have some good
advice. While this book discusses our boys and how
boy’s early years experiences impact their later
development, Maggie also discusses behaviours that we
often see in girls. I was in tears after reading the first
chapter! I could relate so much of what she was saying
to the boys and men in my life, and I am confident you
will too. Suggestions like “connect and then request”,
“one instruction at a time” and “keep your words to 10
or fewer to increase their chance of succeeding” (when
asking them to follow instructions) – lightbulb
moments! Here are just two excerpts from Maggie’s
book.
“Boys process dopamine differently to girls. As their
dopamine level drops, boys will start moving in order to
build the level back up…Boys are wired to be physically
active for longer periods of time than girls, and at a
later age. If we continue to ignore this we do so at the
peril of more little boys who struggle in their transition
to big school. Movement matters and today’s boys are
more passive than ever before. There are some serious
concerns that this passivity is contributing to the delay
in the development of self-regulation.”
“Some autonomy helps boys perform better. In our

classrooms one of the contributors to disengagement is
that teachers often demand boys complete a set task
without any autonomy or choice on how to do the task.
There were times in my classrooms when there was a
task to be completed I invited the boys to choose where
to do it, on the floor, on their desk or standing on their
head in the corner. This really did help to get them
started on the task. The fact they could choose where
they did their work was deceptively important to them
and a small sign of respect. Little things matter and
operating under complete authority with mandated
instructions, which is a very big thing in the traditional
way of raising boys, simply makes most boys defensive
and resistant. We need to keep this in mind as parents
and as teachers. When we want our boys to do
something we increase the chances of getting it done if
they are allowed to have some autonomy in how to get
it done.”
This book is worth reading if you are a parent, teacher,
sister/brother, son/daughter, uncle/aunt or friend of
any male so we can all better understand our boys and
raise them to be happy and respectful men. Righto, I’m
off to read her one about girls!
Kind regards,

Anna
Principal
Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity

Welcome
We would like to welcome
Nicola Watson and her
daughter Dot to PPS. Nicola is
replacing Julianne Williams
while she is away on long
service leave and Dot started
at our school this week. We
look forward to working with
both Nicola and Dot.

School Closure – Important
Information
Due the front office renovations starting and
asbestos needing to be removed the school will be
closed from Monday 27th September to Friday 1st
October (first week of the school holidays). This
means NO ONE can be on site during this time.

Front Office Upgrade

Library News—Book Return
Just a friendly reminder to please make sure that any
library books, decodable readers and levelled text,
that your children have at home, are to be returned
to school by Tuesday 21st September 2021.
We don’t mind if they have been living under a bed
or been forgotten in the bottom of a school bag for a
few weeks. We will just be happy to have them
returned.
Thank you.

The front office renovation is starting Thursday 23rd
September (week 10). The renovation is expected to
take most of term 4. This means the front office will School Fun Run Colour Day
The School Fun Run Crazy Colour Day will be on
be closed and relocated to where the staff room
currently is. Entry will be via the side door near the Friday, 24th September (last day of school). A letter
went out during the
canteen. Mel will be working in this space and Anna,
Karmel, Tony and Kerry will be upstairs (cosy!).
week
with
more
Please be patient during this renovation and
information on the Fun
relocation. We will try our best to minimise any
Run. Happy fundraising
interruptions.
and we look forward to

School Fees 2022

having lots of crazy,
colourful fun on Friday.

School fees (Materials and Services) have been
prescribed for $270 per student for the 2022 school
year. The increase is due to The Department for
Canteen News
Education increasing the standard sum.
The ‘watermarked notice’ with the breakdown of the
fees will be attached to the next newsletter. All Canteen Duty
parents are invited to the next Governing Council Friday 24th September— Trish Wooding
meeting where the proposed fee is to be approved.
Canteen Duty Term 4
Date– Tuesday 23rd October
Friday 15th October –Katrina Merrett
Time – 7pm
Friday 22st October—Peta Baverstock
Venue – Penola Primary School Library
In lieu of attendance at the Governing Council Munchies
meeting, parents can express their views in writing to Wednesday 22nd September
the Governing Council Chairperson – Mark DeGaris. Karly Honner
Bridgette Cutchie
Schools fees are due at the end of TERM 1, 2022.
Heidi Kerr
We will offer payment plans. If you wish to apply for
April Possingham
school card we encourage you to do it as early as
possible, preferably online. You should be able to do
Munchies Term 4
this from the end of next term.
Wednesday 13th October
Stacey Seymour
Advanced Warning - Pupil Free Day
Matilda Innes
Governing Council has approved a pupil free for
Heidi Kerr
Monday 31st, 2022. This is the first day of school
Sophie Simson
next year, meaning students will return to school
Wednesday 20th October
Tuesday 1st February. This is due to the availability of Norhidaya Azhar
the consultant we are working with.
Michelle Barry
Sally Skeer
Oliva Thomas
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