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LEADERSHIP  
Principal : Anna Copping 

Dear Parents and Friends,                                                              

This will be the last newsletter for 2021, so I will take the opportunity to thank everyone for their contribution 

to our school. The thousands of volunteer hours that parents, friends and grandparents put in is invaluable to 

our school community.  The year seems to have gone by really quickly and it is only when we start to put 

together the yearbook and look at student results, I can see how much we have been involved in and how 

much progress students have made.  

Thank you especially to the parents who give up their time to be on committees, such as the Governing 

Council and Parent Volunteer Group.  Mark DeGaris and the team of councillors, have had a big input into the 

Governance and direction of the school. Sophie Simson and the PVG members have gone above and beyond 

to fundraise to provide our school with valuable resources and experiences, especially noting the two 

beautiful murals they had painted. 

I want to thank Mark DeGaris for all the work he has done on the Governing Council as a member and the 

Chairperson. This will be Mark’s final year of his involvement in the school.  His service to Penola PS has 

spanned more than 11 years and we sincerely thank him for 

all that he’s done over this time.  

Thank you to all the teachers and students who make this 

such a great place to work. We farewell all our Year 7s and 

Year 6s, and I look forward to seeing their presentations at 

concert night. We hope they enjoy the celebration that is 

their final week of Primary School.  I have fond memories of 

2021, and thank everyone for their contribution.  

Anna Copping 
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This year we farewell Lisa Rowntree and Josh Pearce. 

Lisa has been at Penola PS for the past 2 years as a teacher and many more as a parent. Lisa has put a lot of 

effort into teaching our Foundation/Year 1 and Year 2 students. We have appreciated Lisa’s passion to see 

every student excel.  We thank her for all her efforts and extend best wishes for the future as she returns to 

St Anthony’s.  

Josh has been a welcome addition to our school. He has worked at PPS for five terms, working with our Year 

6’s this year.  Josh has a passion for PE and Maths which has resonated with his students.  For those students 

heading to Penola High School next year, they are fortunate to have Josh going with them.  This is a great 

support for these students.  We wish Josh all the best as he starts the next chapter of his career at PHS. 

Sophie Simson and Meagan Petzke will not be returning to classroom roles next year but we will still see 

them around doing relief days, short term contracts and generally involved in the school.  Sophie has been 

our Foundation/Year 1 teacher for the past 6 months.  She brought with her valuable experience and 

demonstrated a strong commitment to our Junior Primary.  Meagan has been teaching our Year 2s, one day 

per week, for the past two terms.  The students have loved having Meagan and enjoyed her vibrant and 

positive nature.  We sincerely thank both of them for their contribution to the school and look forward to 

working with them again in the near future. 

SCHOOL INFORMATION: 2022 Class Structures and Teachers 

SCHOOL INFORMATION: Farewell to Staff 

 

In placing students, we have considered learning, social, friendship and physical needs. This information is 

used to match students to teachers and groups. It is very difficult to make changes after the classes have 

been established, requests for particular teachers cannot generally be considered.  We are fortunate to have 

high quality teachers at PPS allowing all students to thrive. 

F/1 – Kim Bohmer 

F/1 – Jess Skeer (0.6) Issy Whaites (Dihm) (0.4) 
2/3 – Michelle Williams 
2/3 – Fiona Holberton (0.8) Stacey Gibbs (0.2) 
4/5 – Stacey Marlow (0.8) Julianne Williams (0.2) 
4/5 – Heidi Kerr (0.6) Karmel Finch (0.4) 
6 – Sam MacDougall 
 
STEM/Digital tech – Julianne Williams (0.6) 
Japanese – Stacey Gibbs (0.4) 
The Song Room – Scott Maxwell 
Pastoral Care Worker – Kirsty Musci 
 
Intervention – Karmel Finch (0.2) 
Numeracy Coordinator – Tony O’Connell 
Principal – Anna Copping 
 

On Monday 6th December, students will have the opportunity to be involved in a transition experience to 

meet their 2022 teacher and spend time in their 2022 classroom.  A letter, informing families of student 

placement, will be sent home on Monday. 
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SCHOOL INFORMATION: Farewell to Families 

The school would like to acknowledge and say farewell to the families who end their association with 

Penola Primary School this year. We wish you and your children all the best for the future and thank you 

for contribution to our school. We hope that you will remember fondly your association with Penola 

Primary School. This year we farewell the following families, Bell, Wagner, Catlin, Crawford, Degaris, Epiha, 

Higgs, Howlett, Moore, Radford, Woolston, Bailey, Burr, Gillon, Lear, Lythgo, Moulton, Stanley, Wurst, 

Yates, Cutchie, Hogg, Lear, Muller, Vearing, Walker, Thomas, Grewal and Rowntree families. 

SCHOOL INFORMATION: 2022 Pupil Free days  

31st January – Data Literacy  
18th February - Progressive Achievement Test (PAT) – working with the PAT team to analyse our students’ 
results 
11th March - Berry St – Trauma Informed Practice 
10th June - Berry St – Trauma Informed Practice 

SCHOOL INFORMATION: School Concert and End of Year 

Due to having two cohorts of students graduating this year we will be starting the concert and final assem-

bly at little earlier than in previous years. 

Concert – Tuesday 7th December, 6:30pm.  Please remember to bring your tickets.  Seats will be reserved 

for families of graduating students.  If you are not using all of your tickets please return any spare ones to 

the front office.  If you require additional tickets please contact the front office.  

Order forms will be going out next week for the concert  USB’s and Yearbook.  Alternatively, you will be able 

to order them on QkR. 

Final Assembly – Friday 10th December, 1:15pm (families, especially those of graduating students are wel-

come to attend). 

COVID protocols will be in place.  Please make sure you QR code/sign in, socially distance where you can, if 

you can’t wear a mask and sanitise.  If you are feeling unwell please do not attend. 

COMMUNITY: Penola Maker’s Market Donation 

The organisers of the Penola Maker’s Market have kindly donated two bikes to be raffled off for free.  Every 

family will have one entry into the raffle which will drawn next week and the winners announced at the final 

assembly. 
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CANTEEN NEWS: 
Canteen Manager: Bridgette Cutchie 

Contact Us: 
 

Principal: Anna Copping anna.copping393@schools.sa.edu.au 

Numeracy Improvement Coordinator: Tony O’Connell                                                    

Intervention and Student Wellbeing Coordinator: Karmel Finch  

Governing Council Chairperson: Mark DeGaris  

 

 

 

 
 

 11 Riddoch Street  

 Penola SA 5277 

 Phone: 08 87372300 

 Fax: 08 87372877     

 Email: dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au                                          

 Website: http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au 

  

Thank you to everyone for their support in the canteen this year. The canteen wouldn't exist without all the 

support of volunteers making munchies and coming in to lend a hand.  

A big thank you also to Bridgett who have provided so many great snacks and lunches to staff and students 

throughout the year.  

The canteen and SRC together are holding  a JP Games Meal Deal on the Thursday 9th December 2021 for 

Foundation to Year 3’s.  

Meal Deal—BBQ sausage in bread, fruit box and Icy pole for $6 

Canteen Duty  

Friday 10th  December—Sophie Angus 

Munchies       

Wednesday 1st December  

Anna Copping 

Peta Baverstock 

Jenny Eastwood 

Kinta Wilson 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Important dates for term 4 2021 

Tuesday 7 December—School Concert 

Wednesday 8 December—Year 6 & 7 Excursion 

Thursday 9 December - JP Games and Senior Disco 

Friday 10 December—Year 6 & 7 Graduation Lunch and Last day of school for 2021 

Thank you to all the students that 

helped out with making the delicious 

smoothies. 

mailto:paul.harmer381@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au/
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11/10 12/10 13/10 14/10 15/10 

 

 

Assembly 

2 

18/10 19/10 20/10 

Choir Rehearsal  

21/10 

Choir Performance 

22/10 

3 

25/10 26/10 

 

 

Governing Council Meeting 

27/10 28/10 

 

 

Assembly 

29/10 

 

SPORTS DAY 
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1/11 

Sapsasa Cricket 

2/11 3/11 

 

Year 3/4 Camp 

4/11 5/11 

5 

8/11 

Sapsasa Tennis 

9/11 10/11 11/11 

 

Remembrance Day 

12/11 

 

School Photos 

Assembly 
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15/11 

Swimming  

16/11 17/11 18/11 20/11 

7 

22/11 

Swimming  

23/11 

 

 

Governing Council Meeting 

24/11 25/11 26/11 

SPLASH CARNIVAL 

 

Assembly 

8 

29/11 

Year 6 & 7 Camp 

 

30/11 

 

 

       Year 5 Camp 

 

1/12 2/12 3/12 

 

Parent Club AGM and 

Mural Opening 

9 

6/12 7/12 

School Concert 

8/12 

Yr 6/7 Excursion 

9/12 

JP Games and Senior Disco  

10/12 

Graduation Lunch 

Last day of school 

 

 Term 4 2021 Calendar  
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SCHOOL EVENTS: 
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