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Friday, 25th February, 2022: Issue 2 

LEADERSHIP  
Principal : Anna Copping 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

 

Over summer I spent time reading and listening to Brené Brown’s work.  This provided me with the 

opportunity to pause and reflect on the last two years and what it has meant for our educators.  

While the last two years have presented challenges for all of us, I want to acknowledge and thank 

our educators for what they have done.  They have adapted, modified, upskilled, customized and 

continued to support our students academically and socially/emotionally. There is a quote from one 

of her books by former US president, Theodore Roosevelt (1910), that captures the work, 

dedication, and effort of our educators:  

“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or where 

the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the 

arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who 

comes short again and again, because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but who 

does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends 

himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, and 

who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly…” 

There have many successes and with every failure there has been new learning, but our educators 

have done it all while being “in the arena…and daring greatly”.  I would like to thank our educators 

for the determination, resilience, initiative, collaboration and empathy they always demonstrate, 

but especially over the last two years. 

 

Anna Copping 
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SCHOOL NEWS: Front Entrance Redevelopment 

Did you know the first government school in Penola was opened on our site in 1861? 

It was replaced by the current building in 1879 by John Riddoch. 

There is a lot of history and family/community connections here. When we look back at the history of PPS 

our community can be proud of its achievements and the significant contribution to the education of our 

children it has made. We are honoured to be able to continue to educate the young minds of future 

generations in such a historic place.  

The redevelopment of our front garden, which positions this historic building as the centre piece, is nearly 

complete! Just a few more things to add and it will be finished. We are thrilled with the progress so far.  

SCHOOL  INFORMATION: Governing Council  

Our GC AGM will be held Wednesday 2nd March at 7pm in the gym.  We are needing new members due to 
two cohorts of students leaving last year.  We would love to welcome new people with fresh ideas.  Being a 
member of the GC allows you to develop an understanding of how the school is run and why/how decisions 
are made, be part of the decision making process, and actively contribute to our school community.  The GC 
is jointly responsible with the principal for governance related matters. This includes: 
 strategic planning 
 determining policies and instructions 
 determining the application of the total financial resources 
 presenting operational plans and reports on its operations to the school community and the Minister. 
 

If you are interested in being on our Governing Council, or would like to attend the AGM, please RSVP Anna 

via email anna.copping393@schools.sa.edu.au. by Tuesday, March 1. If attending, COVID safe protocols will 

be in place.  Attendees will be required to wear a mask, QR code in, and socially distance. 

mailto:paul.harmer381@schools.sa.edu.au
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SCHOOL INFORMATION: Parent Volunteer Group 

The Parent Volunteer Group hopes that everyone has had a wonderful school break and welcomes you all back 

to the new school year in 2022.  

The Parent Volunteer Group has recently held its AGM and has welcomed a new committee on board for 2022.  

The office bearers are:  

President: Sophie Simson  

Vice President: Pat Sharam  

Treasurer: Alex Lambert/Mel Catlin  

Secretary: Jen McCulloch  

Governing Council Rep: TBC  

Staff Rep: Tony O’Connell  

Committee: Belinda Sanders, Mardi Currie, Louise Poynter, and Bridgett Cutchie.  

The Parent Volunteer Group would like to thank all of the parents who have volunteered throughout 2021. It 

was greatly appreciated and we look forward to your continuous support.  

The group would also like to thank all of the outgoing office bearers and committee members, many of whom 

have been on the committee for over 8 years. Thank you for your commitment and time to the group and to the 

school community. It has been greatly appreciated.  

The Parent Volunteer Group would also like to 

acknowledge all of the work and effort Matt Crewe has 

put into the  redevelopment  of the school’s front 

entrance. 

His extra hard work and attention to details while 

working on the redevelopment has not gone 

unnoticed and we truly appreciate the hard work that 

you have put in during school hours and countless out-

of-school hours. 

Thank you for working so hard on our front entrance 

to make it a welcoming place for our school 

community . Our landscape is such an important part 

of our school environment, and it wouldn’t be the 

same without your daily efforts.  

Thank you . 
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SCHOOL NEWS: Junior Primary 

From this to this! 

Our Junior Primary mud kitchen area has undergone an upgrade!  

This new space has already been used for a dance party, a quiet reading space, class meeting area, and a 

place to be inspired while writing.  

This space will continue to evolve as the year progresses.  

How did this space come to be? 

We are fortunate to have some very talented families who developed this space for us.  

Chris Clements used his artistic talents to design and paint the beautiful mural.  

James and Jess Skeer spent numerous hours after school and on weekends designing and constructing the 

deck area.  

We cannot thank these wonderful people enough. Thank you Chris, James and Jess. Community at its best!  

Before  After 
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Contact Us: 
 

Principal: Anna Copping anna.copping393@schools.sa.edu.au 

Numeracy Improvement Coordinator: Tony O’Connell                                                    

Intervention and Student Wellbeing Coordinator: Karmel Finch  

Governing Council Chairperson: Mark DeGaris  

 

 

 

 
 

 11 Riddoch Street  

 Penola SA 5277 

 Phone: 08 87372300 

 Fax: 08 87372877     

 Email: dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au                                          

 Website: http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au 

  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Important dates for term 1 2022 

 11th March - Berry St – Trauma Informed Practice 
14th March - Adelaide Cup Public Holiday 
15th April  - Good Friday 
 

Please note that due to Covid restrictions some events may be postponed.   

SCHOOL NEWS: Welcome to Penola Primary School 

We welcome new students, Jan (2/3 A) and Ané (4/5A) to our school.   

We hope all our new students have settled in well and will have a great experience at our school. 

The canteen is open for 2022! It is open on Wednesday for recess only, and Thursday and Friday it is open 

for recess and lunch. Orders can be done via QKR! or lunch order bags. 

Munchies       

Wednesday, 9th March 

Peta Baverstock  

Jen McCulloch 

Amanda Gerritsen 

CANTEEN NEWS: 
Canteen Manager: Bridgette Cutchie 

Wednesday, 16th March  

Donna de Blaauw 

Alex Lambert 

Trish Wooding 

Ané Jan 

mailto:paul.harmer381@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au/
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31/1 1/2 2/2 3/2 4/2 

2 

7/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 11/2 

3 

14/2 15/2 16/2 17/2 18/2 

4 

21/2 22/2 23/2 24/2 25/2 

5 

28/2 

Sporting Schools 

Badminton  

1/3 2/3 

MSE Softball 

3/3 

 

4/3 

Assembly 

6 

7/3 8/3 9/3 10/3 11/3 

Pupil Free day 

7 

14/3 

Adelaide Cup  

15/3 16/3 17/3 18/3 

Sapsasa Swimming Penola 

Lucindale Field Days 

Assembly 

8 

21/3 22/3 23/3 24/3 25/3 

9 

28/3 29/3 30/3 31/3 1/4 

 

Assembly 

10 

4/4 5/4 Sapsasa Athletics 

Millicent 

6/4 7/4 8/4 

11 

11/4 

Softball State Carnival  

12/4 13/4 

 

14/4 

 

Assembly 

15/4 

Good Friday 

 

 Term 1 2022 Calendar  
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Community News and Events 

4.30pm  – 6pm 

4.30pm  – 6pm 
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