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Friday, 12th August 2022: Issue 12 

LEADERSHIP  
Principal : Anna Copping 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

PLEASE, if your child is sick, with any illness,  keep them home! 

We are 2 ½ years into navigating the pandemic.  As a school we are fortunate to have been able to ride 

the roller coaster with few interruptions.  We haven’t had to close the school (yet) or had very many days 

where we have had to share classes when we haven’t been able to get relief teachers.  This is due to our 

educators’ willingness to fill the gaps.  Our part-time teachers work additional days most weeks. The few 

relief teachers that we do have are nearly working fulltime. Educators are missing out on consistent non-

instruction time, used for assessment and preparation, and students are missing out on specialist  

subjects. This is unsustainable.  We completely understand the impact the pandemic is having on the 

whole community, families and individuals, and making the decision to send your child to school or keep 

them home when they aren’t well can be a tough one.  However, I am asking you to consider the bigger 

picture.  With the number of illnesses, not just COVID, that are currently in our community, and with the 

speed with which they spread, it won’t take much for the school to be significantly impacted.  Please, if 

your child is sick, with any illness, keep them home! 

There also seems to be some confusion regarding RATs.  If you or a child tests positive on a RAT then 

they/you have COVID BUT if you or your child test negative BUT ARE SYMPTOMATIC, you/your child must 

get a PCR.  The PCR must be negative before they return to school.  If you contact the school saying your 

child is sick but they have tested negative on a RAT we will ask you if you have taken them for a PCR.  The 

Mount Gambier testing station is open every day and the process is quick.  You will usually receive the 

result within 24 hours.  Again, we appreciate the inconvenience this causes but please understand these 

are the directives from SA Health, not the school. 

 

Hope you have a great weekend. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Anna Copping 
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You should receive a unique link this week to access the Parent and Caregivers survey.  The 
survey takes less than 10 minutes to complete and your feedback will help us better 
understand: 
 What you think we are doing well 
 Where we can improve 
 What’s important to you as a family 
 
The survey closes 5pm Sunday 28th August. 

SCHOOL INFORMATION—Parent and Caregivers survey 

We are wondering if any wonderful family could pick up some soil from BioGrow in Mount 

Gambier for us.  The soil for the Junior Primary planter boxes has been donated but we just 

need to get it here.  It isn’t a big load (a ute and trailer or small truck should be fine).  If you 

are able to help us please let us know. 

SCHOOL INFORMATION—Soil for Junior Primary 

 

Keep an eye out for Edsmart in the coming weeks.  Our administration staff have just 
completed the training and we went “live” yesterday.  EdSmart digitises paper-based forms 
and processes used for communicating with parents and carers.  It can automate the sending 
of broadcasts and requesting and collecting permissions from parents or carers for 
excursions or other events.  These forms and notifications will be delivered via email.  Once 
we have it up and running we will no longer use School Stream.  More information will 
follow. 

SCHOOL INFORMATION—Edsmart 
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SCHOOL INFORMATION: Open Day  

OPEN DAY 

Wednesday 

 3rd August 2022 



 

Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity 

SCHOOL NEWS: The 80’s Disco SCHOOL NEWS: 100 Days Brighter 

 

 

The Foundation 

and Year 1 classes 

celebrated being at 

school for 100 

days on the  

2nd August 2022.  
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SCHOOL NEWS: Environment Group 

Our Environment Group travelled to the Naracoorte Caves on Tuesday 9th August with 5 other schools to 

attend the YELP Forum. We started the day at our magic spots, soaking up the sun and using our senses to 

enjoy the natural environment. We then worked with the Landscapes SA Plant and Pest Control Officers 

who taught us about environmental weeds. Using our newly acquired knowledge, our group went into an 

area of revegetation and removed over 100 Boneseed plants. Not only will this allow our native plants to 

flourish this spring but it also meant that we stopped over 5 million seeds going into the bush. Not bad for 

40 minutes work! After lunch we learned about soil carbon and how this can be used to improve soil 

condition and lock up atmospheric carbon, which contributes to global warming. They also earned another 

Earthkeepers key for actions they have taken to reduce their impact on the environment. Our students did 

an excellent job and were great representatives for Penola Primary School. Next term we travel to Robe to 

present our year of work to the 18 other schools involved in the YELP program. 
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SCHOOL NEWS: Book Week 2022 

Book Week 

15– 19th August 2022 

A full week of fun. 

Lunch time activities in the library each day. Book  

reading with SRC members, then craft time.  

 

Friday  19th August, is dress up  day.  

THEME : PJ’s “Dreaming with Eyes Open” 

Gold coin donation. 

Bring your favourite book to school to share with 

your class. 

SCHOOL NEWS: Keeping up with our community  

In the school holidays Mrs Williams visited Miss Lear at Caradoc Station near 
White Cliffs where Miss Lear is a Governess to 3 children - George in year 5, 
Stan in year 3 and Issy in Foundation. The children go to “school" in a room in 
their house and connect with their teachers via computer throughout the 
day!  Miss Lear sends her love to everyone! 
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Contact Us: 
 

Principal: Anna Copping anna.copping393@schools.sa.edu.au 

Numeracy Improvement Coordinator: Tony O’Connell                                                    

Governing Council Chairperson: Matthew McGregor  

 

 

 

 

 

 11 Riddoch Street  

 Penola SA 5277 

 Phone: 08 87372300 

 Fax: 08 87372877     

 Email: dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au                                          

 Website: http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au 

  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Important dates for term 3, 2022 

CANTEEN NEWS: 
Canteen Manager: Bridgette Cutchie 

15th –19th August - Book Week 

19th August - Assembly 

30th-31st August - Yr 6 at Penola High School 

1st September - Father’s Day Stall 

2nd September - F/1 Excursion 

14th September -Silly Sock Day 

15th-16th September - Pupil Free Day 

23rd September - Choir Adelaide 

27th - 29th September - Year 4/5 Camp 

29th September -Year 6 Excursion 

Just a reminder that we have had to make a few changes to the price of items in the canteen. Please find a 

copy of the new Canteen list in the newsletter. If you have kindly donated munchies, can you please 

remember to put you name on your containers so we can return them? 

 

Canteen Duty   

Friday 19th August  

Dee O’Brien  

Friday 26th August 

Kimberley Sanders  

Friday 2nd September 

Peta Baverstock 

 

Munchies     

Wednesday, 17th August 

Alex Lambert 

Wednesday, 24th August 

Amanda Gerritsen 

Jen McCulloch 

Pat Sharam 

Wednesday, 7th September  

Hannah Timms 

Kim Wilson 

Louise Rose 

mailto:paul.harmer381@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au/


 

Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity 

1 

25/7 26/7 27/7 28/7 29/7 

2 

1/8 2/8 3/8 

Open Day  

9am –10.45am 

4/8 

MSE Basketball 

5/8 

Assembly—Yr 6 

3 

8/8 9/8 10/8 11/8 12/8 

Regional Basketball 

4 

15/8 

 

 

BOOK WEEK 

16/8 17/8 

Sapsasa Soccer Carnival 

18/8 

Sapsasa Soccer Carnival 

19/8 

Sapsasa Soccer Carnival 

Assembly –SRC 

5 

22/8 

Hotshots Tennis 

Sapsasa Golf –Penola 

 

23/8 

Hotshots Tennis 

24/8 

Hotshots Tennis 

25/8 26/8 

Hotshots Tennis 

Sapsasa Golf –Naracoorte 

6 

29/8 

Hotshots Tennis 

30/8 

Hotshots Tennis 

Yr 6 @ PHS 

31/8 

 

Yr 6 @ PHS 

1/9 

Adelaide Choir Students in 

Naracoorte 10.30am-

12.30pm 

Fathers Day Stall 

2/9 

Assembly-Yr 4/5A 

 

7 

5/9 6/9 7/9 

 

8/9 9/9 

8 

12/9 13/9 14/9 

Silly Sock Day 

Canteen special—Baked 

Potatoes 

15/9 16/9 

9 

19/9 

SAPSASA Athletics –

Adelaide  

20/9 21/9 22/9 23/9 

Choir Adelaide 

10 

26/9 27/9 28/9 29/9 30/9 

Assembly—SRC 

 

 Term 3 2022 Calendar  
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