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LEADERSHIP  
Principal : Sam Currie 

Hi Families, 
 
As another term comes to an end, it is great to see that the majority of our families are scheduled to have 
interviews in Weeks 9 and 10 to discuss their child’s learning and next steps as we move in to Term 
3.  These meetings are an integral part of the reporting processes, with the written report with grades 
handed over at the conclusion of the interview.   
 
Mobile Phone Policy 
 
As of the beginning of next term, all South Australian schools need to be implementing a new statewide 
mobile phone policy within their sites.  Essentially, this means students must keep mobile phones and other 
personal devices (such as smartwatches) off and away at school. Students will only be able to use personal 
devices during school hours if they receive an approved exemption from their school. 
 
While we would prefer for no mobile phones to be onsite at all, we understand that some students may 
need access to their phones before and after school to communicate to their families.  If students are to 
bring their phones to schools they need to ensure their device/s are switched off and handed into the Front 
Office before 8:45am. Devices will be stored in a safe and secure location in the front office where students 
can collect after 3:15pm or 3:10pm if they are a bus student.  Students will be required to ‘sign in’ their 
devices on arrival and ‘sign out’ their devices on collection each day.   
 
The full policy will be sent home via Seesaw in the coming days and can also be found on our school 
website from next week.   
 
Change of Bell Times – Terms 3 and 4 
 
Through our External School Review, some recommendations were made to make some alterations to our 
daily timetable in order to maximise key learning times in classrooms.  As a result of this, beginning in Term 
3, our timetable daily timetable will look like the following: 
 
8:45am = Start of the school day 
8:45am – 10:50am = Learning Block 
10:50am – 11:10am = RECESS 
11:10am – 1:00pm= Learning Block (includes 10 minute eating time in classroom) 
1:00pm – 1:35pm = LUNCH 
1:35pm – 3:15pm = Learning Block 
3:15pm = End of the school Day 
 
While the start of the school day and the end of the school day remains the same for the remainder of 
2023, we envisage some small alterations to this to begin the school year in 2024.  When these changes are 
finalised and approved by our staff and governing council early next term, we will let the community know 
of these changes ASAP to allow families time to prepare for this before 2024.   
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SCHOOL INFORMATION: The Resilience Project   

Mindfulness 

Working on mindfulness gives us opportunities to develop our ability to pay attention to the present 

moment and our thoughts. Practising mindfulness daily can help us stay focused on set tasks and 

reduce stress and anxiety. 

Whole Family Activity: 

Mindful Walk 

● As a family, go on a walk outside in nature. This might be around your local walking track, at 

your local park or just around your streets. 

● While walking, tune into your senses and observe what you can see, hear and feel. Or you 

might choose to focus on one of the senses. Eg: Hear: what are all the noises you can hear 

on your walk? 

● On your way home or when you return home, share what each person saw, heard or felt. 

Family Habit Builder: 

Each night at dinner, ask everyone to take one mouthful of food more mindfully than the rest and 

LEADERSHIP  
Principal : Sam Currie 

 Bus Processes 

Recently, we have had a number of our bus drivers needing to get off of their buses to speak to the staff 
member on duty to follow up on children that aren’t on the bus for the trip home.  The majority of times that 
this occurs, these children have either left early for appointments, sport, etc. or are collected by families after 
school.   
 
A reminder, that the process is that if your child is not going to be catching the bus on the way home, that 
you communicate this directly to the bus driver.  This will support our buses in running much more smoothly 
and on time for students from all sites.   
 
Thanks, 
 

Sam Currie 
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SCHOOL NEWS:  Year 6 

In The Resilience Project, we learn about practising gratitude, empathy and mindfulness. In 

one of our recent lessons, our Year 6 class researched inspirational gratitude quotes made 

by famous people. We then selected our favourite quotes:and made a poster. 
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SCHOOL NEWS: Year 4/5A 

This term, in writing, students in 4/5A have been working on biographical recounts and 

persuasive texts. Students have been learning about language devices that help to engage 

their audience. Early in the term students had the opportunity to “fancy publish” their 

biographical recounts using image transparency and various fonts to make a biographical 

recount that would look similar to something you would see in a book or online.  

Biographical recounts and persuasive texts 

Archie Arney Addison Wilson 
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SCHOOL NEWS: Year 4/5A continued... 

In conjunction with our persuasive writing, all students from the 4/5 cohort participated in the 

Lions Club Mad Minute Challenge. The project is an initiative of the Mount Gambier & Penola Lions 

Club. It provides a structured impromptu public speaking competition for Year 5 students. The 

2023 competition involved 34 schools and over 1000 students in 59 classes across the Limestone 

Coast region in two separate contests. Students chose a topic at random being either a challenge 

or super challenge topic. It was excellent to see students step out of their comfort zones and give it 

their best go.  

1st Place – Austin Vaughn 

2nd Place – Emmie Copping 

3rd Place – Ruby Hackwill 

Best Opening – Jax Poynter 

Best Gestures – Riley Raidis 

Best Close – Ebony Reeves 

Most Humorous – Kiana Baugh 

Most Expressive – Austin Vaughan 

Out top 3 place getters were Austin Vaughan, Emmie Copping and Ruby Hackwill. These students 

were invited to attend the grand challenge in Lucindale on Wednesday 28th of June. Austin, Ruby 

and Kiana Baugh attended the event and represented the school in a very high regard.. 

Jax, Riley, Ebony, Kiana, Emmie, Austin and Ruby. Austin, Ruby and Kiana. 
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SCHOOL NEWS: Year 4/5B 

4/5 B Visual Arts 

Exploring identity and self-expression through art.                            

We have been exploring identity and self-expression through art. The language of visual 

art—colours, shapes, lines, and images—speaks to us in ways that words cannot. Art can 

provide a very natural and safe way for children to express themselves. In this particular 

case the students had to understand the relationship between colours and emotions, 

explore various art techniques to express different emotions using colours (art medium 

pastels—blending technique) and create their own artwork that reflects a specific 

emotion. They were all very successful in their learning!  
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SCHOOL NEWS: Student Representative Council 

On Friday 23rd June the SRC held a Paper Plane Competition in the gym at lunchtime. The 

stakes were high in the final of the competition with student Samuel Schutz and educator 

Sam McDougall flying against each other. The judges had a nail biting decision as there was 

only a few centimetres difference between where each plane landed. Congratulations to 

Samuel on being the overall winner of the competition and to all the winners of each catego-

ry. 

Well done to the SRC on running a successful competition.  

Winners of each category were:  

Foundation - Jack Mannix 
Year 1 -  Bonnie Jenkins-Ford 
Year 2 - Charlie Possingham 
Year 3 - Jan Van Der Merwe 
Year 4 - Samuel Schutz 
Year 5 - Elliot Boksem 
Year 6 - Tyler Ellul 
Educator - Sam McDougall 
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Contact Us: 
 

Principal: Sam Currie sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au 

Numeracy Improvement Coordinator: Tony O’Connell                                                    

Wellbeing and Intervention Coordinator: Stacey Marlow  

Governing Council Chairperson: Matthew McGregor    

 

 

 

 
 

 11 Riddoch Street  

 Penola SA 5277 

 Phone: 08 87372300 

 Fax: 08 87372877     

 Email: dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au                                          

 Website: http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au 

  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Important dates for Term 2 2023 

6thJuly– JP Games and Year 4-6 Disco 
7thJuly - End of term – Assemble at 1.30 pm and Early Dismissal  at 2.15pm 

CANTEEN NEWS: 

Canteen Roster 

Friday, 7th July 

Deanne O’Brien 

 

Munchies   

Wednesday, 5th July 

Lizzie Grosvenor 

Peta Baverstock 

Kimberly Sanders 

Canteen 

Thank you to all the volunteers that 

have helped in the canteen and 

donated munchies for Term 2. 

LIBRARY NEWS: Book Returns 

 

Just a friendly reminder to please make sure that any library books, decodable readers and levelled 

text, that your children have at home, are to be returned to school by Tuesday, 4th July 2023. 

We don’t mind if they have been living under a bed or been forgotten in the bottom of a school bag 

for a few weeks. We will just be happy to have them returned. 

mailto:paul.harmer381@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au/
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 Term 2 2023 Calendar  

10 

3/7 4/7 5/7 

Years 3/4 Round Robin 

Basketball Millicent 

6/7  

Years 5/6 Round Robin 
Basketball Millicent 

JP Games 

Senior Disco 

7/7 

Last day of term: 

dismissal at 2:15pm. 

1 

24/7 25/7 26/7 27/7 28/7 

2 

31/7 1/8 2/8 3/8 

Sapsasa Basketball 

Millicent 

4/8 

3 

7/8 8/8 9/8 10/8 11/8 

Sapsasa Regional 

Basketball Mt Gambier 

4 

14/8 15/8 16/8 

Sapsasa Soccer State 

Carnival 

17/8 

Sapsasa Soccer State 

Carnival 

18/8 

Sapsasa Soccer State 

Carnival 

5 

21/8 22/8 23/8 24/8 25/8 

Sapsasa Regional Golf 

Naracoorte 

6 

28/8 29/8 30/8 31/8 1/9 

7 

4/9 5/9 6/9 7/9 8/9 

8 

11/9 12/9 13/9 14/9 15/9 

 

 Term 3 2023 Calendar  
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Community News and Events 
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