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Friday 16 February 2024: Issue 1 

LEADERSHIP  
Principal : Sam Currie 

Hi Families, 

 

Welcome to the new school year for our new families and welcome back to our existing 
families!   

 

This year we welcome 13 new Foundation students who are starting school for the first time 
and a further 5 students across other grades beginning at Penola Primary. It has been 
amazing to see them all settling in to their new learning environment so quickly and to see 
our current students supporting their transition so positively.  Along with our new students, 
we also welcome Hannah Dyson, Gemma Hunt, Emma Reppin, Maddie Copping and Brady 
Pahl to our staff team. 

 

While welcoming new staff, I would also like to acknowledge and thank two staff members 
who have taken up SSO roles and other opportunities elsewhere for 2024 since our final day 
last year.  Louise Burgess and Leah Kuiper have both made significant contributions to our 
students over extended periods of time at Penola Primary School and we wish them well in 
2024. 

 

Family Engagement Evening 

Earlier this week we held our Family Engagement Evening with a different format to years 
past.  It was once again great to see so many families join us and move around together, 
walk through classrooms, look at students’ work and engage with staff.  We will provide you 
with more information on our more structured interview process that will occur later in the 
term via Seesaw in the coming weeks.   



 

Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity 

LEADERSHIP Cont... 
Principal : Sam Currie 

 

Feedback – Report Format 

Last year, we adopted a new format for our End-of-Year Report.  The process to produce a 
new report involved a reporting committee that consisted of teachers from across year 
levels, had our SRC students engage in the construction of our School Values section and we 
then sought feedback and the endorsement from our Governing Council.  Now that this has 
rolled out and parents have received this formal report at the end of last year, we encourage 
and welcome any feedback, both positive and constructive.   

 

If you would like to provide any feedback to the reporting committee, could you please send 
an email to:  Sam.Currie685@schools.sa.edu.au  

 

NAPLAN 2024 

Our students in Years 3 and 5 will complete the NAPLAN assessments online this year (Year 3 
students will complete the writing task using paper and pencil. All other tested areas will be 
done online). The testing will take place in Weeks 7 and 8 this term.   

  

To prepare our students and to test our IT systems, a trial assessment will occur on Tuesday 
27th of February. This will involve Years 3 and 5 students completing a 45 minute practice test 
which will incorporate literacy and numeracy perspectives. Please be aware that an 
assessment report of student achievement will not be provided to families for the practice 
test. 

  

If you have any questions, please contact your child’s classroom teacher or myself to discuss. 

 

I look forward to seeing many of you at our first Assembly of the year, next Friday, the 23rd of 
February.   

 

Thanks, 
 

Sam Currie 

mailto:Sam.Currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
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SCHOOL NEWS: Welcome to Penola Primary School  

This year we welcome four new staff members: Gemma Hunt (Year 4/5A Teacher), Emma Reppin Year 4/5B 

Teacher), Hannah Dyson (F/1B Teacher) Maddie Copping (SSO) and Brady Pahl (SSO). 

Gemma Hunt Emma Reppin Hannah Dyson Brady Pahl  Maddie Copping  

Lexi  Piper  Allyra Darcy  Spencer  

We also welcome several new students, Lexi (Year 1), Piper (Year 2), Darcy (Year 3) , Spencer (Year 3) 

and Allyra (Year 4) to our school.   

We hope all our new students have settled in well and will have a great experience at our school. 
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SCHOOL NEWS: Welcome to Penola Primary School 

We are thrilled to welcome the new families and learners to our F/1 Community 

this year. We have been busy getting to know each other and would like to 

introduce our new students and teachers to the rest of the School Community 

too. We are all looking forward to the exciting year ahead. 

Kate 

 I am looking forward to 

learning about writing! 

Cayden: 

I am looking forward to 

playing. 

Spencer: 

I am looking forward to 

making and playing 

basketball. 

Riley: 

I am looking forward 

to the playground. 

Anna-Sofia: 

I am looking 

forward to playing 

in the home corner. 

Imogen: 

I am looking 

forward to 

playing at the 

playground. 

Ellis: 

I am looking 

forward to the 

playground. 

Cassius: 

I am looking 

forward to playing 

and climbing trees. 

Spencer: 

I am looking forward 

to playing at the 

playground. 
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SCHOOL NEWS: Welcome to Penola Primary School 

Korbyn: 

I am looking  

forward to playing 

basketball. 

Monique: 

I am looking forward 

to playing with 

friends. 

Jarred: 

I am looking forward to 

playing. 

Teddie: 

I am looking forward 

to the playground. 

Lexi: 

I am looking forward 

to learning about 

rainbows. 

Mrs Haggerty: 

I am looking forward to fostering 

a sense of curiosity and wonder in 

my students, encouraging their 

natural eagerness to explore and 

learn about the world around 

them.   

Miss Dyson: 

I am looking forward to 

watching young people grow 

and learn in a rich learning 

environment. 
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SCHOOL INFORMATION: The Resilience Project 
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SCHOOL INFORMATION: Family & Friends Volunteer Group 
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The canteen is open for 2024! It is open on Wednesday for recess only and Thursday and Friday it is open for 
recess and lunch for lunch orders. Lunch orders can be done via QKR! Please note that we do not accept any 
cash lunch orders. All lunch orders through the Qkr! app please. Cut off time for lunch orders will be 8:30am 
in the morning. There will be something on the recess menu for everyone, savoury or sweet from 50 cents. 

 

NEW TO MENU—Meat lovers  Mini Muffins and Meat lover Homemade Pizza. 

 

Thank you to all the volunteers that are making munchies this year.  

Just a couple of friendly reminders about munchies: 

 Please label Munchies containers so that they can be returned. 

 Munchies follow a “No Nuts” policy. 

 

Munchies     

Wednesday, 21st February 

Anna McGregor 

Kimberley Sanders 

Wednesday, 28th February 

Kylie Gartner 

Emma Radis   

Wednesday, 6th March 

Sangeet Kaur 

Stacey Marlow 

 

Contact Us: 
 

 

Principal: Sam Currie sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au 

Curriculum, Pedagogy and Wellbeing Senior Leader: Sam McDougall  

Governing Council Chairperson: Matthew McGregor    

 

 

 

 
 

 11 Riddoch Street  

 Penola SA 5277 

 Phone: 08 87372300 

 Fax: 08 87372877     

 Email: dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au                                          

 Website: http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au 

  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Important dates for Term 1 2024 

 

23rd February -Assembly (Introducing Foundation and New Students, Announcing Leadership Roles) 
11th March - Adelaide Cup Public Holiday 
15th March -Assembly Year 2/3B 
21st March - Millicent Athletics 
29th March - Good Friday 
1st April - Easter Monday 
5th April - Assembly Year 2/3A 

CANTEEN NEWS: 
Canteen Manager: Maryke Van der Merwe 

Canteen Duty (10.30am to 12.00 noon)   

Friday, 23rd February 

Daniel Roissetter 

Friday, 1st March 

Meg Redman 

Friday, 8th March 

Anna McGregor 

mailto:paul.harmer381@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au/
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 Term 1 2024 Calendar  

1 

29/1 30/1 31/1 1/2 2/2 

2 

5/2 6/2 7/2 8/2 9/2 

 

3 

12/2 13/2 14/2 15/2 16/2 

4 

19/2 20/2 21/2 22/2 23/2 

SAPSASA SWIMMING 

Assembly -Introducing 

Foundation and New 

Students, Announcing 

Leadership Roles. 

5 

26/2 27/2 28/2 29/2 1/3 

 

6 

4/3 5/3 6/3 7/3 8/3 

7 

11/3  

Public Holiday 

Adelaide Cup 

12/3 13/3 

NAPLAN BEGINS 

14/3 

Lucindale Field Day 

15/3 

Lucindale Field Day 

Assembly—2/3B 

8 

18/3 19/3 20/3 21/3 

Millicent Athletics 

22/3 

 

9 

25/3 

SAPSASA Softball 

26/3 27/3 

Choir—12.45pm - 2.45pm 

28/3 29/3 

Public Holiday 

Good Friday 

10 

1/4 

Public Holiday 

Easter Monday 

2/4 3/4 4/4 5/4 

Assembly 2/3A 

11 

8/4 

SAPSASA Swimming 

Adelaide  

9/4 

SAPSASA Swimming 

Adelaide  

10/4 11/4 12/4 
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Community News and Events 


