Friday, 26 September 2025: Issue 10

Hi Families,

As Term 3 draws to a close, it is important to acknowledge the outstanding events that have taken
place over the last 10 weeks and recognise the efforts of those who dedicated countless hours, often
beyond their regular schedules, to provide these opportunities for our students and families.

Book Week

Earlier this term, we celebrated another wonderful Book Week. As has become a regular event on
our calendar, McKay’s Children’s Centre joined us for our assembly, creating a fantastic community
celebration for everyone to be a part of.

Choir

While the Choir runs throughout the year, Term 3 is particularly special, as students are invited to
participate in the Festival of Music in Adelaide. Once again, our school was extremely well
represented, with 10 students performing on Monday, 15th September. Stacey Gibbs continues to
do anincredible job leading the choir, and student engagement has been outstanding.

Term 3 Basketball

Sam McDougall led our school-based basketball tournament for Upper Primary students. This
unique initiative at Penola Primary School, similar to Jess Skeer’s successful netball program in Term
2, provided students with a chance to hone their skills in preparation for SAPSASA basketball. The
tournament concluded with an exciting parents-versus-Year 6 students’ match! A special thanks to
Scott McCulloch for volunteering his Monday afternoons to umpire and engage with the students so
positively.



Year 6 Problem-Based Learning with Community Partners

At the end of Term 2, Year 6 students presented their projects to parents, community members, educational
experts, the Mayor, and local councillors. The success of this event led to an invitation for the students to
share their work with Wattle Range Council. They showcased their creative solutions to alleviate sand build-
up in the Beachport Marina. Congratulations to the students for their exceptional effort and to Alex Quick and
Julianne Williams for their outstanding guidance throughout the project.

Junior Primary Learning Expeditions

Our Junior Primary students worked diligently on their learning expeditions about local birds. While the
original presentation morning was postponed due to illness, the team persisted and ultimately hosted a
successful afternoon showcase in the school library. The incredible work presented and the glowing feedback
from educators made me proud of both the students and our hardworking JP teaching team.

MASA Quiz Night

Fourteen students attended a mathematics quiz night at Penola High School earlier this term, showcasing
their problem-solving skills in teams. We’re grateful to Scott McCulloch and the high school for extending this
opportunity to our students and to Scoob, Gemma Hunt, and Alex Quick for supporting them during this
after-school event.

NAIDOC Week Celebrations

Another successful collaborative event with McKay’s Children’s Centre was our NAIDOC Week activities. Uncle
Ken from Bush Adventures engaged our students in cooking traditional damper and spuds on the fire and
shared dreamtime stories. A special thanks to Trish Reppin from McKay’s for her instrumental role in
organising this fantastic event.

R U OK? Day

Earlier this term, our SRC (Student Representative Council) led thoughtful classroom activities to highlight the
importance of R U OK? Day. Their leadership was commendable in spreading this vital message of mental
health awareness.

Japanese Culture Day

In Week 8, Nicola Watson orchestrated another memorable Japanese Culture Day. The experience was
enriched by visits from the Karate Academy and engaging brain breaks focused on Japanese culture. Maryke
and Naomi Baugh also prepared sushi for students and staff, which was a delightful highlight of the day.

Colour Run

We concluded the term with today’s Colour Run—what a fantastic way to finish! Enormous thanks to Alex
Quick and the SRC students for organising another outstanding event.

As you can see, Penola Primary School provides an incredible variety of opportunities both inside and outside
the classroom. It’s truly impressive to reflect on how much our students experience, and | want to take a
moment to publicly acknowledge our dedicated educators and students (particularly our SRC and Student
Executive) for their hard work in bringing these opportunities to life.



2026 Class Structures
While Term 4 promises to be very busy, we’ve been working behind the scenes on class structures for
2026 by analysing data, reviewing enrolments, and considering both student and staff needs.

The 2026 class structure will be:
Year F/1 Class

Year F/1 Class

Year 2/3 Class

Year 4 Class

Year 5/6 Class

Year 5/6 Class

The changes to the Upper Primary class structure reflect various factors, including fluctuating student
enrolments, budgeting, educational needs, wellbeing considerations, and curriculum requirements.
We understand that change can bring uncertainty, but please be assured these decisions have been
thoroughly discussed and planned by staff.

2026 Staffing News

As shared last week, Sam McDougall has been appointed Deputy Principal at Millicent North for
Terms 1 and 2 of 2026. While we will miss Sam, | am delighted to announce that Jess Skeer has been
appointed as our Curriculum, Pedagogy, and Wellbeing Leader for Terms 1 and 2 of 2026. Jess has an
extensive classroom teaching background and exceptional knowledge across various curriculum
areas. We are confident she will bring great energy and perspective to this leadership role.

We are still finalising staffing for 2026 and will aim to provide this information during Term 4.

Student Placement for 2026

As we prepare for the upcoming school year, our goal remains to place each student in an
environment where they can thrive academically, socially, and emotionally. If you have specific
information  regarding  your child’s placement, please contact me by email
(Sam.Currie685@schools.sa.edu.au) or phone by Friday, 24th October (Week 2, Term 4). While we
cannot fulfil all requests, your insights will assist us in making thoughtful decisions.

Thanks,

Sam Currie
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As Term 3 comes to a close, we want to express our heartfelt thanks to all the incredible
volunteers who have generously contributed their time to support Penola Primary School.
Your dedication and hard work have been invaluable, and we are so grateful for the positive
impact you've had on our school community. Thank you for helping to make this term such a
success!

We have some delicious news for Term 4! Jelly is making a comeback on the canteen menu,
much to the delight of our students. However, please note that hot chocolate will not be
available next term.

Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to a fantastic Term 4!

21st October - Sports Day Practice

24th October - Choir Performance

28th October - Championship Events

29th October - 200m Races/Relay Practice
30th October - Sports Day

31st October- Show Day School Closure
7th November - Pupil Free Day

7th November - School Photos

17th - 27th November - Swimming Lessons
27th November - Splash Carnival

28th November - Swimming Carnival

1st - 4th December -Year 6 Camp

9th December - School Concert

10th December - Year Six EQY Excursion
11th December - Senior Disco

12th December - Year 6 Graduation Lunch and End of Term (Early Dismissal)

11 Riddoch Street

Contact Us: Penola SA 5277

08 87372300
Sam Currie sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au 08 87372877

Sam McDougall dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Matthew McGregor http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au
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