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LEADERSHIP 
Principal : Sam Currie

Hi Families,

As Term 3 draws to a close, it is important to acknowledge the outstanding events that have taken
place over the last 10 weeks and recognise the efforts of those who dedicated countless hours, often
beyond their regular schedules, to provide these opportunities for our students and families.

Book Week
Earlier this term, we celebrated another wonderful Book Week. As has become a regular event on
our calendar, McKay’s Children’s Centre joined us for our assembly, creating a fantastic community
celebration for everyone to be a part of.

Choir
While the Choir runs throughout the year, Term 3 is particularly special, as students are invited to
participate in the Festival of Music in Adelaide. Once again, our school was extremely well
represented, with 10 students performing on Monday, 15th September. Stacey Gibbs continues to
do an incredible job leading the choir, and student engagement has been outstanding.

Term 3 Basketball
Sam McDougall led our school-based basketball tournament for Upper Primary students. This
unique initiative at Penola Primary School, similar to Jess Skeer’s successful netball program in Term
2, provided students with a chance to hone their skills in preparation for SAPSASA basketball. The
tournament concluded with an exciting parents-versus-Year 6 students’ match! A special thanks to
Scott McCulloch for volunteering his Monday afternoons to umpire and engage with the students so
positively.
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Year 6 Problem-Based Learning with Community Partners
At the end of Term 2, Year 6 students presented their projects to parents, community members, educational
experts, the Mayor, and local councillors. The success of this event led to an invitation for the students to
share their work with Wattle Range Council. They showcased their creative solutions to alleviate sand build-
up in the Beachport Marina. Congratulations to the students for their exceptional effort and to Alex Quick and
Julianne Williams for their outstanding guidance throughout the project.

Junior Primary Learning Expeditions
Our Junior Primary students worked diligently on their learning expeditions about local birds. While the
original presentation morning was postponed due to illness, the team persisted and ultimately hosted a
successful afternoon showcase in the school library. The incredible work presented and the glowing feedback
from educators made me proud of both the students and our hardworking JP teaching team.

MASA Quiz Night
Fourteen students attended a mathematics quiz night at Penola High School earlier this term, showcasing
their problem-solving skills in teams. We’re grateful to Scott McCulloch and the high school for extending this
opportunity to our students and to Scoob, Gemma Hunt, and Alex Quick for supporting them during this
after-school event.
NAIDOC Week Celebrations
Another successful collaborative event with McKay’s Children’s Centre was our NAIDOC Week activities. Uncle
Ken from Bush Adventures engaged our students in cooking traditional damper and spuds on the fire and
shared dreamtime stories. A special thanks to Trish Reppin from McKay’s for her instrumental role in
organising this fantastic event.

R U OK? Day
Earlier this term, our SRC (Student Representative Council) led thoughtful classroom activities to highlight the
importance of R U OK? Day. Their leadership was commendable in spreading this vital message of mental
health awareness.

Japanese Culture Day
In Week 8, Nicola Watson orchestrated another memorable Japanese Culture Day. The experience was
enriched by visits from the Karate Academy and engaging brain breaks focused on Japanese culture. Maryke
and Naomi Baugh also prepared sushi for students and staff, which was a delightful highlight of the day.

Colour Run
We concluded the term with today’s Colour Run—what a fantastic way to finish! Enormous thanks to Alex
Quick and the SRC students for organising another outstanding event.
As you can see, Penola Primary School provides an incredible variety of opportunities both inside and outside
the classroom. It’s truly impressive to reflect on how much our students experience, and I want to take a
moment to publicly acknowledge our dedicated educators and students (particularly our SRC and Student
Executive) for their hard work in bringing these opportunities to life.
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2026 Class Structures
While Term 4 promises to be very busy, we’ve been working behind the scenes on class structures for
2026 by analysing data, reviewing enrolments, and considering both student and staff needs.

The 2026 class structure will be:
Year F/1 Class
Year F/1 Class
Year 2/3 Class
Year 4 Class
Year 5/6 Class
Year 5/6 Class

The changes to the Upper Primary class structure reflect various factors, including fluctuating student
enrolments, budgeting, educational needs, wellbeing considerations, and curriculum requirements.
We understand that change can bring uncertainty, but please be assured these decisions have been
thoroughly discussed and planned by staff.

2026 Staffing News
As shared last week, Sam McDougall has been appointed Deputy Principal at Millicent North for
Terms 1 and 2 of 2026. While we will miss Sam, I am delighted to announce that Jess Skeer has been
appointed as our Curriculum, Pedagogy, and Wellbeing Leader for Terms 1 and 2 of 2026. Jess has an
extensive classroom teaching background and exceptional knowledge across various curriculum
areas. We are confident she will bring great energy and perspective to this leadership role.
We are still finalising staffing for 2026 and will aim to provide this information during Term 4.

Student Placement for 2026
As we prepare for the upcoming school year, our goal remains to place each student in an
environment where they can thrive academically, socially, and emotionally. If you have specific
information regarding your child’s placement, please contact me by email
(Sam.Currie685@schools.sa.edu.au) or phone by Friday, 24th October (Week 2, Term 4). While we
cannot fulfil all requests, your insights will assist us in making thoughtful decisions.

Thanks,

Sam Currie
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SCHOOL NEWS: Cultural Day

Minasan konnichi wa! 
 
On Thursday September 11th Penola Primary School celebrated 
日本の日 = Japanese Day- a day to reflect on Japanese culture, cuisine
and language.
 
A huge arigato (thank you!) o Maryke Van der Merwe, Naomi Baugh and
Kate Devereux who, once again, worked hard all day to create delicious
and authentic sushi lunches for our students to enjoy. 
 
We were also lucky to have some ex-students in attendance, supporting
local karate sensei Drew Hamilton to lead our students in a karate
workshop in the school gym at the end of the day. It was very rewarding
to see our students showing such patience, focus and control while
learning a traditional martial art. 
 
Karate is a fantastic extra-curricular activity offered in Penola that
students are welcome to engage with. It runs through term time on
Mondays from 6pm in the school gym. Please see the flyer attached if
interested- everyone is welcome to give it a go!
 
Thanks again to all the staff, students and volunteers who participated in
the day- we loved celebrating Japanese culture with our students!
 
Arigato gozaimasu!
 
Sensei Watson
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SCHOOL NEWS: Japanese Cultural Day - Karate
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SCHOOL NEWS: Year 4/5B

The Year4/5B has been extending their ball skills, strength and aerobic endurance during Circuit Training
sessions. We have used a range of equipment, including agility ladders and small weights to develop our
physical skills and fitness. The students have enjoyed working in pairs to encourage and support each
other. It has been wonderful to observe the development of the children’s self-confidence, coordination
and agility, in addition to and collaborative skills. 

Year 4/5B
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SCHOOL NEWS:  Year 4/5 Camp

On the 23rd of September, our adventurous Year 4/5 students headed to the Grampians for a three-day
camp full of fun, challenges, and teamwork.
On Day 1, the students began with a scenic hike up Mount Piccaninny, where they enjoyed breathtaking
views and strengthened their perseverance. Later, they worked in teams to build huts that could withstand
“wind and water,” showcasing great creativity and collaboration.
Day 2 was action-packed, starting with Australiana Cultural Art, where students created unique artworks
inspired by Australian heritage. This was followed by a variety of thrilling activities including the Ninja
Ropes Course, Flying Fox, Giant Swing, Archery, and a Nature Scavenger Hunt. Each activity gave students a
chance to push themselves, grow in confidence, and work together.
Day 3 wrapped up the camp with more Giant Swing, Archery, and the Scavenger Hunt, allowing students to
enjoy a final morning of adventure before returning home.
The camp provided an amazing opportunity for the students to challenge themselves, build friendships, and
create memories that will last a lifetime. A big thank you to our staff and volunteers for making this
valuable experience possible for the students!

Year 4/5 Camp to the Grampians
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SCHOOL NEWS:  Year 4/5 Camp cont...
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SCHOOL NEWS:  Year 4/5 Camp cont...
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SCHOOL NEWS: RU OK DAY

In Week 8, Penola Primary School proudly celebrated R U OK? Day. Students and staff joined together,
dressed in yellow, to promote awareness and kindness across our school community.

A big shoutout to our wonderful SRC for organising engaging activities throughout the day and for
presenting the 4 Steps of an R U OK? Conversation to our classes:

1.Ask – Start by asking "Are you OK?" in a comfortable and caring way.
2.Listen – Engage actively and give them your full attention.
3.Encourage Action – Support them in considering steps they can take to feel better.
4.Check In – Follow up and continue to show care over time.

Well done to the SRC team for their fantastic effort
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SCHOOL NEWS:  Colour Run

The Colour Run event at Penola Primary School was an incredible success, filled with laughter, energy, and
plenty of colourful fun. Organised by the dedicated Student Representative Council (SRC), the event brought
together students, families, and staff for a day to remember.
Here are some of the key highlights:

A thrilling water-bombing activity, where students had the chance to target teachers—and even our brave
principal, Mr Currie!
Extra excitement at the slime stations, making things wonderfully messy for everyone involved.
Stunning explosions of colour throughout the run, leaving smiles on everyone's faces and a rainbow of
memories.

We’re thrilled to share that the event raised an impressive $7000, which will go directly toward supporting
technology initiatives, including the purchase of Clevertouch display screens, to enhance student learning
programs and projects at Penola Primary School.

A massive thank you to the SRC for their brilliant organisation, the staff for their spirited involvement, and the
community for their generous support. This event was a true celebration of teamwork and school spirit.

Colour Run 
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SCHOOL NEWS:  Colour Run cont...



On Monday 25th September, 10 of our students took to the stage at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre for the
Public Primary Schools Festival of Music Stars on Stage, they shone with confidence and pride.
Our school was also proudly represented by Amy, Callie, Tilly, Jim, Dya, Emily, Seb, Elairia, Lola and Sophia, who
contributed their talents as part of the choir. 
The Primary Schools Festival of Music is an iconic South Australian tradition that has inspired generations. It
gives students the chance to experience artistic excellence, embrace cultural diversity, and celebrate social
inclusion through the joy of performance.
Each concert featured 1,300 Year 5 and 6 students joining voices in a breathtaking massed choir. Audiences were
also treated to Guest Artists from primary and secondary schools, vibrant performances across a range of
musical genres, and impressive showcases from the orchestra and troupe.
This year’s concert opened with Robbie Williams’ electrifying Let Me Entertain You and closed on a powerful
high with John Farnham’s iconic You’re the Voice, complete with stirring bagpipes that lifted the arena.
Stars on Stage was truly a spectacular celebration of what public school students can achieve when they come
together through music and the arts. We are incredibly proud of our students for their hard work, passion, and
brilliance on stage. 
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SCHOOL NEWS: Choir News

Festival of Music -Stars on Stage
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SCHOOL NEWS: Choir News cont..

Choir - Festival of Music - Stars on Stage
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SCHOOL NEWS: Sports News

Hockey Success
Penola Primary School is celebrating fantastic achievements in hockey with Seb and Madeleine making us
proud at the SAPSASA Hockey Carnival held in Adelaide.
Seb represented the South East Country Boys Hockey Team, while Madeleine played for the South East
Country Girls Hockey Team. Both players demonstrated outstanding skill and teamwork, helping their teams
shine in thrilling matches against metro and country teams.

A special mention to Anna McGregor, who provided excellent coaching support for the girls' team, and to
the families whose dedication made this wonderful opportunity possible.

Additionally, Madeleine competed as part of the 12 Years and Under SA Hockey Team in Bendigo,
showcasing her exceptional talent. The team played with determination and proudly brought home a
bronze medal. Well done, Madeleine, on this incredible achievement!"

Soccer Achievements
Another highlight this term was the success of Axel, Fletcher, Dya, Immy, and Callie, who were selected to
compete in the SAPSASA Soccer competition.
Travelling to Adelaide, the students enjoyed three action-packed days of competition, gaining valuable
experience and proudly representing Penola Primary School. Their effort, teamwork, and dedication stood
out across all their games.

Thank you to Matt Crewe for his commitment in coaching the girls' soccer team and to Mr. O'Connell, who
enthusiastically supported the players by attending every game to motivate and cheer on our teams. A big
acknowledgment also goes to the parents for their encouraging presence and unwavering support.

Congratulations to all our SAPSASA hockey and soccer participants for their hard work and outstanding
achievements this term. You have done Penola Primary School proud! 

Sports Report

Dya, Matt, Immy and Callie Fletcher and Axel

Madeleine and Seb

Madeleine 
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Contact Us: 
Principal: Sam Currie  sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au 

Curriculum, Pedagogy and Wellbeing Senior Leader: Sam McDougall

Governing Council Chairperson: Matthew McGregor 

Penola SA 5277

Phone: 08 87372300

Fax: 08 87372877

Email: dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Website: http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au

11 Riddoch Street

 

CANTEEN NEWS: 
Canteen Manager: Maryke Van der Merwe 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Important dates for Term 4, 2025 

21st October - Sports Day Practice
24th October - Choir Performance
28th October - Championship Events
29th October - 200m Races/Relay Practice
30th October - Sports Day
31st October- Show Day School Closure
7th November - Pupil Free Day
7th November - School Photos
17th - 27th November - Swimming Lessons
27th November - Splash Carnival
28th November - Swimming Carnival
1st - 4th December -Year 6 Camp
9th December - School Concert
10th December - Year Six EOY Excursion 
11th December - Senior Disco
12th December - Year 6 Graduation Lunch and End of Term (Early Dismissal)

As Term 3 comes to a close, we want to express our heartfelt thanks to all the incredible
volunteers who have generously contributed their time to support Penola Primary School.
Your dedication and hard work have been invaluable, and we are so grateful for the positive
impact you've had on our school community. Thank you for helping to make this term such a
success!

We have some delicious news for Term 4! Jelly is making a comeback on the canteen menu,
much to the delight of our students. However, please note that hot chocolate will not be
available next term. 

Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to a fantastic Term 4!
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