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LEADERSHIP 
Principal : Sam Currie

Hi Families,

After spending the first six weeks of the term at home enjoying the arrival of our newborn
boy, walking back in on Monday morning felt like I had never left in one way, and in
another, it felt like I had been away for years! Many students have been asking questions
about what I’ve been doing, how the baby and mum are going, and congratulating me on
becoming a dad. For children aged 4-12 to ask these questions and show genuine interest
and care in what I’ve been doing for the last six weeks is amazing and highlights just how
outstanding our students are as people and the values they have.
I would like to thank Sam McDougall for stepping in over the last six weeks. He has done an
outstanding job, as he always does, and has demonstrated exceptional leadership qualities
in supporting students, staff, and families. Along with this, Jess Skeer increased her
workload and supported Sam across the six weeks, which was also invaluable.

PAT Testing / Phonics Screening Check
This week, our Year 2-6 students have started completing their compulsory PAT Testing in
both Reading Comprehension and Mathematics. These assessments provide teachers with
valuable data on student progress and support us in planning our next steps from a school
perspective, class level perspective, and individual student perspective.
Last week, our Year 1 students completed the Phonics Screening Check. All Year 1 students
in the state complete this assessment, with the expected standard of achievement being 28
items correct out of 40.
While there is not a departmental report sent home for either of these assessments, please
contact your child’s classroom teacher if you would like to discuss these.
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LEADERSHIP Cont...
Principal : Sam Currie

Pupil Free Day – Friday 19th September (Week 9)
This term, our Pupil Free Day will be structured similarly to last term. This day will be led by
our Senior Leader, Sam McDougall, and provide teachers with opportunities to check in
around planning and using Mentor Texts through their English Block. Time will be provided
for teachers to work in their teaching teams to plan together to create consistency across
year levels in preparation for their teaching in Term 4. Along with the focus on the English
Curriculum, we will also have a session based on reviewing our Wellbeing Data from the
‘WEC’ that students in Years 4-6 completed earlier in the year.

2026 Student Enrolments
Future enrolments are an important factor that helps inform the school’s class and staffing
arrangements. To support our planning for next year, I ask that families of Foundation
students (starting in 2026), if you have not already contacted the school regarding your
child’s enrolment, please do so as soon as possible.
Also, if you know of any families who are considering enrolling their children at Penola
Primary, please encourage them to contact the school so that we can organise a meeting
and a school tour to show them the wonderful opportunities we can provide for them.
Along with this, if you know that your child will be leaving Penola Primary at the end of
2025, please notify us of this as soon as possible. This information helps us plan our class
structures for next year.
We hope to be in a position in our first newsletter of Term 4 to let everyone know our class
configuration for 2026.

Thanks.

Sam Currie
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SCHOOL NEWS: Grand Buddies

Our Year 5 students are thrilled to be part
of the "Grand Buddies" program, where
they visit Pinchunga Aged Care Facility
every second week. Through engaging
activities, they form special bonds with the
residents, bringing smiles and joy to all
involved.
This wonderful initiative fosters empathy
and understanding, teaching our students
the value of community and compassion
while enriching the lives of both our
students and the elderly community.
We are incredibly proud of our young
learners for their enthusiasm and kindness!

Building
Connections at

Penola Primary
School! 
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SCHOOL NEWS: A Visit from Uncle Ken

We were delighted to welcome Uncle Ken to our
school for an enriching cultural experience. His visit
was filled with stories, music, and shared traditions
that captivated both students and staff.
Uncle Ken introduced us to a beautiful Whale song,
accompanied by tapping sticks, creating a rhythmic
and engaging atmosphere. He also shared a
Dreamtime story called “The Angry Giant,” a tale he
wrote himself, which left everyone inspired and
thoughtful.
In addition to storytelling, Uncle Ken spoke about the
“Titra-Titra,” the superb fairy wren. He explained
that this bird is considered a messenger, alerting us
when visitors are coming—a fascinating insight into
Indigenous culture.
The day was made even more special with a
communal fire, where, with the help of Toni, our
SSO, we cooked damper and potatoes for everyone
to enjoy. It was a wonderful opportunity to come
together and share in this traditional treat.
A heartfelt thank you to Uncle Ken for sharing his
knowledge and stories with us. It was a day to
remember!

A Memorable Visit from Uncle Ken
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SCHOOL NEWS: Book week

Book Week 2025
Last week, we celebrated Book Week with the exciting theme “Book an Adventure”. 
Our Student Representative Council (SRC) organised a range of fun activities during break
times, encouraging students to explore their imagination and share a love for reading.
On Friday, we wrapped up the week with our annual Book Week Parade . 
It was wonderful to see so many creative and colourful costumes bringing favourite book
characters to life.
A big thank you to everyone who joined in the celebrations and made Book Week such a
special event! 
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SCHOOL NEWS: Book week cont...
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SCHOOL NEWS:  Year 2/3A News

Mathematics in Year 2/3 
This term, the focus in mathematics for the Year 2/3 students has
been on multiplication. They have been working on developing
fluency with multiplication facts, which helps reduce the cognitive
load when solving problems. Additionally, they have been improving
their recording strategies for solving multiplication problems. Here are
some strategies they have been using: · For twos (2x), think of
doubles. · For threes (3x), think of 2x + 1x. · For fours (4x), think of
double, double. Students have also been partitioning (breaking apart)
numbers to make problem-solving easier. Below are some samples of
work showcasing the strong learning occurring in the Year 2/3
Community.



Evie has included strong
vocabulary in her writing to
describe George’s Grandma

from the class novel.
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SCHOOL NEWS:  Year 2/3A News

Writing in Year 2/3
This term, the writing goal for Year 2/3 students has focused on enhancing their use of
descriptive words. The students have been engaged in writing poems, using prompts to aid
their descriptive writing, and responding to their class novel, George’s Marvellous Medicine,
with descriptive language.
They have explored various types of poems, including haikus, cinquains, poems with
repetition, acrostic poems, senses poems, and simile poems. Additionally, they have enjoyed
listening to poems read aloud, which has further enriched their vocabulary. This poetry unit
has significantly contributed to strengthening their vocabulary and descriptive writing skills.
Below are some samples of work showcasing the strong learning occurring in the Year 2/3
Community.

Dylan has underlined strong
vocabulary in his writing.

Quickly
Quickly, the bird soars through the sky

Quickly, the dog sprinted through the park
Quickly, the race car zoomed to the finish line
Quickly, the airplane launched off the runway
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SCHOOL NEWS:  Year 2/3B News

Book Week Year 2/3B — Mrs. Gibbs
Our book week book was ‘The Birthday Invitation’, written by Lucie Rowland and Laura
Hughes by as a mentor text. We read the text, completed oral and written retells and created
a map of where the invitation went. The book was about a young girl named Ella who is
planning her birthday party. She writes invitations and sends them out, but one invitation
gets caught by the wind and travels far and wide. Along its journey, the invitation reaches
various characters, including a wizard, a pirate, a parrot, a princess, a knight, and a pilot.
Each character decides to join the party, leading to a fun and unexpected celebration with a
diverse group of guests. The story highlight’s themes of friendship, adventure, and the joy of
unexpected surprises.
To celebrate the book, we designed a digital birthday invitation on Canva and then we
created a birthday party hat to match the theme of our party.



Minasan konnichi wa! 日本の日です！
 
On Thursday September 11th Penola Primary School will be celebrating Nihon
no Hi = Japanese Day- a day to reflect on Japanese culture, cuisine and
language.
 
There will be sushi on offer for lunch on this day, thanks to the support of
Maryke Van der Merwe and Naomi Baugh. Orders can be made via QKR.
 
On this day, students will be encouraged to wear something Japanese-themed
over their uniform to get into the spirit of the day. Participating in Nihon no Hi
brain breaks, the day will end with a karate workshop in the gym as a
celebration of Japanese culture, led by both current and past students of
Penola Primary School.
 
We look forward to celebrating Japanese culture with our students!
 
Arigato gozaimasu!
 
Sensei Watson
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SCHOOL NEWS:  Japanese News



Our Environment Group has been busy this term. Following on from participating in the
annual count for the endangered Red-tailed Black Cockatoo, Dya, Seb, Sophie and Jack
headed back to the same site to plant Brown Stringybark seedlings. The Red-tailed Black
Cockatoo has lost most of it's food sources due to land clearance and this is the reason their
numbers are so low. Our group decided they wanted to help by planting trees that will
provide habitat and food for future birds. We used some of our recycling money to buy 50
seedlings and took them to the farm to add to the great work that has already been done
there. The students spent 3 hours planting these new trees and putting guards around
them. We look forward to seeing these trees grow up and hopefully helping the Red-tailed
Black Cockatoo numbers to increase. We would like to thank Jess and James Skeer for
hosting our group this year and for providing such a rich learning opportunity for our
students.

We also attended our third YELP forum, where we met with other environment groups from
around the region. We had a chance to share what we have been doing, and to hear from
other schools about their projects. Vanessa Freebairn is a Bush Management Advisor for
Landscapes SA and she talked to us about the importance of having trees on farms for
shelter and biodiversity. We then got to plant nearly 200 trees, shrubs and grasses at
Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation in Mount Gambier.

Thank you to Dya, Seb, Sophie and Jack for being great role models, working hard and being
excellent representatives for Penola Primary School.
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SCHOOL NEWS: Environment Group News
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SCHOOL NEWS: Environment Group cont..



Choir News Term 3 
We have been busy in Choir. Thank you to Mrs. O’Connell for taking the choir while I was
on leave. I really appreciated your dedication and support of the choir this year.  

South East Primary Schools’ Music Festival  
Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre 

The Choir will be performing on Friday 24th October 2025 at the Sire Robert Helpmann
Theatre for our local festival. We had many students audition for solo, compere and
dance troupe this year. It was fantastic to see them being brave, showing commitment
and persisting. 
Congratulations to the following choir students… 
Compere – Amy Wooding
 
Soloists  

Dya Aulukh – Won’t Look Down Solo 1 
Elairia Hales – Learning to Fly Solo 1 
Callie Gibbs – Edgar’s Essay – Solo 2 

Dance Troupe – Sophia Kennett and Tilly Jackson 

At the end of Term 3, Shylie, the Music Director for the South East Festival came to visit
and work with the choir. It was fantastic to have her knowledge and expertise to help us
refine our songs in readiness for our performance. 
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SCHOOL NEWS: Choir News



Adelaide Festival of Music 
This year 10 students will be travelling to Adelaide on Monday 15th September, 2025, to
sing in the Festival of Music at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre. On concert night there
will be around 1200 students on stage singing at the same time. On Wednesday this
week, Cathy Lange, Music Conductor from Adelaide, visited our school along with other
schools attending Adelaide in our region. She talked us through what will happen at the
concert and helped us with fine tuning the songs. It is always nice to have Cathy visit and
help up be ready for the concert in Adelaide. 

Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity 

SCHOOL NEWS: Choir News cont...
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Contact Us: 
Principal: Sam Currie  sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au 

Curriculum, Pedagogy and Wellbeing Senior Leader: Sam McDougall

Governing Council Chairperson: Matthew McGregor 

Penola SA 5277

Phone: 08 87372300

Fax: 08 87372877

Email: dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Website: http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au

11 Riddoch Street

 

CANTEEN NEWS: 
Canteen Manager: Maryke Van der Merwe 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Important dates for Term 3, 2025 

2nd September - Choir in Naracoorte
11th September - Japanese Cultural Day
12th September - RU OK Day
15th September - Choir in Adelaide
19th  September - Pupil Day
23rd-25th September - 4/5 Camp
26th  September - Colour Run (Last Day of term - Early dismissal)

Canteen Duty: (10.30am to 12.00 noon)

Friday, 12  September - Amy Hillth

Friday, 19  September - April Possinghamth

Friday, 5  September - Bekk Partridgeth

We are excited to announce that Penola Primary School will be
celebrating Culture Day with a special sushi event! On Thursday, 11th
September 2025 (Week 8), students will have the opportunity to enjoy
two delicious sushi options: Tuna Mayo and Crispy Chicken. Each sushi
roll is priced at just $4.00.
To ensure you don't miss out, please place your orders via Qkr! by
Friday, 5th September 2025. This is a wonderful opportunity for
students to explore different flavours and enjoy a taste of Japanese
cuisine.
Additionally, we would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to Matt's
Crew for their generous contribution in making the dividing bollards for
our canteen. Their support is greatly appreciated and helps us maintain
a safe and efficient environment for everyone.
We look forward to a successful Culture Day and hope all students enjoy
this special culinary experience!
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 Term 3 2025 Calendar
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10 

4/8 

1/9 

8/9 

21/7 

28/7 

18/8 

25/8 

22/9 

11/8

Sapsasa Soccer

15/9

Choir –Adelaide 

5/8 

9/9 

22/7

29/7 

26/8 

16/9 

23/9 

12/8

Sapsasa Soccer

2/9

Choir –Naracoorte

Whole Choir 

Y6 Council Visit @4.30pm

19/8 

6/8 

3/9 

23/7

30/7 

10/9 

17/9 

24/9 

13/8

Sapsasa Soccer

20/8

Environment Group Forum 

27/8

Choir-Adelaide

Rehearsal –10am-12.30pm 

7/8 

4/9 

24/7

31/7 

14/8 

21/8 

11/9 

18/9 

25/9 

28/8

SAPSASA B’Ball 

1/8 

5/9 

25/7 

15/8 

22/8 

29/8 

12/9 

19/9 

26/9 

8/8

SAPOL Road Safety 
Presentation 

9 
Pupil Free Day

Japanese Cultural Day 

Colour Run

RU OK Day

Year 4/5 Camp
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School Events: 
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Community News: 


