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LEADERSHIP 
Principal : Sam Currie

Hi Families,

Three weeks into a busy Term 4 and we already have so much to report on! Firstly, what a
fantastic Sports Day we had on ‘Tony O’Connell’ Oval, with great sportsmanship displayed by all
students.
As I mentioned on the day, our Sports Days are incredibly successful and this is no accident.
Many people within our community contribute months in advance to make the day what it is,
and I know our students and families are incredibly grateful for this.
I want to again thank Sam and Alex for all their efforts in leading an incredible event, and also
thank all other staff for their work on the day and in the lead-up. I also want to mention Dave
and Matt for their efforts in maintaining our grounds, especially for Sports Day. The oval is always
in outstanding condition, which requires work throughout the year, not just the week before, and
the rest of our grounds are always impeccable.

Our Families and Friends Committee were once again outstanding, along with Maryke in the
canteen. Jen McCulloch and the F&F Committee are an incredibly efficient group and help ensure
our school events run smoothly. We thank them for their continual support, along with those of
you who volunteer in the canteen, on the BBQ, or make food for these events.
Along with staff support, the assistance of many past students from the High School really made
the day. Once again, Josh Pearce (PE Teacher) from the High School brought a large group of
students over to act as officials throughout the day. The way the High School students engaged
with and encouraged our students across many events was wonderful to witness. We thank Josh
and the students for supporting our Sports Day, especially given it was a pupil-free day for them.

Penola Show Display
While many of us were focused on Sports Day last week, several SSOs once again went above and
beyond in making our school look outstanding in the community by putting together the show
display at the showgrounds.
While our students' work is the highlight for our community, it took a huge effort from our SSOs,
led by Dione, to organise the display and make it stand out.
I hope you all had the opportunity to see some of your children’s work over the weekend.
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World Teachers’ Day
Last Friday was World Teachers’ Day. As we were unable to acknowledge and thank our teachers
on the actual day due to a school closure, our SSOs showed their appreciation by preparing a
delicious lunch for them today.

The life of a teacher is ever-changing, with ever-increasing skill requirements and high
expectations from both our Department and the community. Our teaching team gives their all
every day, and I am incredibly grateful for what they do for our students and the community. If
you have the time over the next few weeks to show your gratitude to your children’s teachers, I
know it would be greatly appreciated. It is amazing how much a small thank-you message or
email can mean to someone during such busy times!

Festival of Music Performance
In Week 2, our choir students once again put on a brilliant show at the Sir Robert Helpmann
Theatre in Mount Gambier. Our school filled two entire rows, had three solo performers, and
Amy Wooding as a compère. Our school was incredibly well represented and the students
performed like professionals! Once again, Stacey Gibbs spent week 2 in Mount Gambier as the
Concert Manager for the South East schools. We thank her for the work she does with our choir
students every week to prepare them for this event, as well as for their performances at our
school assemblies and within the community.

2026 Staffing Profile
As mentioned in our previous newsletter, in 2026, we will be running a six-class structure. You
will notice a slight difference in class structure from what was shared last term. Since late last
term, we have had a number of enrolment changes in Years 1, 2 and 3. Therefore, based on the
educational and wellbeing needs of our students, we now have a Year 2/3 classroom and a 3/4
classroom.

Next week, you will receive a form to complete with your child about peers they would like to be
placed with for 2026. We ask families to work on this together, as this information is extremely
important and helps us determine student placements for 2026. As always, we will do our best to
ensure every child is placed with at least one of their listed friends.

Our classroom and specialist teaching structure for 2025 is as follows:

Classrooms
F/1 A (Kate Haggerty 0.6 / Lisa Rowntree 0.4)
F/1 B (Terms 1 and 2 – TBA / Terms 3 and 4 – Jess Skeer)
2/3 (Stacey Gibbs)
3/4 (Gemma Hunt)
5/6 A (Alex Quick)
5/6 B (Fi Holberton)
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Specialist Subjects
Japanese F-6 / The Arts F-1 B (Nicola Watson)
The Arts F/1 A (Kate Haggerty)
STEM (Julianne Williams)

Leadership Responsibilities
Sam Currie (Principal)
Jess Skeer – Terms 1 and 2 / Sam McDougall – Terms 3 and 4 (Senior Leader)

With a new school year, there often comes some staff movement for various reasons.
We would like to thank Sophie Simson for the outstanding contributions she has made to Penola
Primary over many years, particularly within our Junior Primary space. Sophie has played an
integral role in supporting and implementing such a strong JP program, along with others in our
team, and she will be missed by many. We wish Sophie and her family all the best as she returns
to Victoria to continue her teaching career.

Another outstanding contributor who will not be at Penola Primary on a full-time basis next year
is Kathy O’Connell. Kathy has stepped in this year and demonstrated an incredible work ethic,
building positive relationships with students and families. While she will not have a full-time role
in 2026, we are not letting her go easily! Kathy will continue to contribute to our school
community by taking on relief work throughout the year.

Thanks,

Sam Currie
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SCHOOL NEWS: Choir News

Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre        Friday 24th October, 2025
On Friday, 24th October 2025, the Choir performed on the Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre
stage, as part of the South East Primary Schools’ Music Festival. We were led on stage by
Shylie as she guided us through the songs which we have learnt throughout the year. Amy
Wooding was our compere for the evening, and she spoke clearly, engaging with the
audience. Sophia Kennett performed in the opening song, ‘Let Me Entertain You’, with the
dance troupe. We had three soloists perform during the concert. Dya Aulukh sang the
opening solo in ‘Won’t Look Down’, which was about an Australian explorer who sailed out
from England and landed in Australia. Elairia Hales performed her solo in ‘Learning to Fly’,
which was written by Australian band Sheppard in 2009, and Callie Gibbs had a solo in
‘Edgar’s Essay’, which was written by a six-year-old. Congratulations to Ella Battye, who won
the programme design competition for the festival. The choir was amazing with their
commitment, attention, volume and vibe they showed on stage. Thank you to all the families
for supporting your child to be part of this local event.
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SCHOOL NEWS: Choir News cont..
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SCHOOL NEWS: Sports Day

Sports Day
What an incredible day we had for our 2025 Sports Day! The weather absolutely turned it
on. We were thrilled to see such fantastic participation from all students and supporters. 
Congratulations to Dickson, who claimed victory on the Gordon Bannister Trophy, sealing the
win with a lightning-fast performance in the three-legged race! Dickson also claimed the
Tanya Skeer Memorial Trophy for the first time since 2020.

The competition for Individual Champion was fierce, with some closely contested results.
Congratulations to all our placegetters:

Junior Boys Champion: Angus McGregor & Runner Up: Jock Redman  
Junior Girls Champion: Ella Battye & Runner Up: Phoebe Devereux  
Senior Boys Champion: Axel Reeves & Runner Up: Caleb Braithwaite  
Senior Girls Champion: Aria Lubke & Runner Up: Madeleine McGregor

Thank you to everyone who participated, volunteered, and supported Sports Day. We are
proud of our students for their effort, spirit, and fair play!
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SCHOOL NEWS: Sports Day cont...
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SCHOOL NEWS: Sports Day cont..
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SCHOOL NEWS:  World Teachers’ Day

On Friday, our school was closed for World Teachers’ Day, so we missed the opportunity to
celebrate together as a community. To make up for this, today our teachers enjoyed a special
lunchtime treat organised by our wonderful SSOs. Each teacher was given a personalised
placemat, featuring a recent photo alongside a snapshot from their school years. These placemats
sparked plenty of joy, reminiscing and laughter. Sincere thanks to all the staff families who
contributed photos to help create this thoughtful surprise.

Teaching is a dynamic profession, with educators facing new challenges and expectations each
year. Our teachers show remarkable commitment and flexibility, always striving to support our
students and contribute positively to our community. We are genuinely appreciative all of their
efforts.

Thank you to all our teachers for your ongoing dedication and hard work. We are truly lucky to
have such a committed and passionate team supporting our students every day.

World Teachers’ Day
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Contact Us: 
Principal: Sam Currie  sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au 

Curriculum, Pedagogy and Wellbeing Senior Leader: Sam McDougall

Governing Council Chairperson: Matthew McGregor 

Penola SA 5277

Phone: 08 87372300

Fax: 08 87372877

Email: dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Website: http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au

11 Riddoch Street

 

CANTEEN NEWS: 
Canteen Manager: Maryke Van der Merwe 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Important dates for Term 4, 2025 

7th November - Pupil Free Day
13th November - School Photos
17th - 27th November - Swimming Lessons
27th November - Splash Carnival
28th November - Swimming Carnival
1st - 4th December -Year 6 Camp
9th December - School Concert
10th December - Year Six EOY Excursion 
11th December - Senior Disco
12th December - Year 6 Graduation Lunch and End of Term (Early Dismissal)

Thank You to Our Amazing Canteen Volunteers!

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all the wonderful volunteers who supported our
canteen during Sports Day. Your help on the BBQ, assisting Maryke, made a huge difference and
ensured our hungry athletes, staff, and supporters were well-fed and cared for throughout the
day.
The success of our Sports Day would not have been possible without your enthusiasm, teamwork,
and generosity of spirit. Whether you were cooking sausages, preparing food, serving, or helping
with clean up, your contribution is truly appreciated. We’re grateful for your commitment to our
school community and look forward to working together at future events.
Thank you once again for your invaluable support!

Canteen Duty: (10.30am to 12.00 noon)

Thursday, 6th November - Bek Partridge
Friday, 14th  November - April Possingham

Friday, 21st November - Anna McGregor
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Community Events: 
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