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LEADERSHIP 
Principal : Sam Currie

Hi Families,

Once again, the year has flown by, and this is our penultimate newsletter for 2025. Over the last
few weeks, our students have had many opportunities to showcase their learning both within the
school and the wider community. Our Year 2–6 students attended the Remembrance Day
ceremony, with the choir performing the National Anthem before then heading to the bowls club
to perform over the lunch period. This was an outstanding performance to witness! Watching
how confident our students were to perform in public was incredible, and the joy it brought to
them and the ladies at bowls was fantastic. We have also had our Year 6 students visit Mt. Burr
today to work alongside their students, as well as students from Glencoe, in showcasing their
Lego League skills.

Student Reports / 2026 Classes
As was the process last year, student reports will go home on Wednesday afternoon of Week 9.
Along with your child’s report, the envelope will also include a letter detailing your child’s 2026
classroom and class teacher. Please read this letter carefully and have a conversation with your
child in preparation for the following morning, when we will carry out our 2026 class transition
from 10:00 – 11:20 am. This will allow your child to engage with their 2026 teacher and peers and
become familiar with their new classroom environment.

2026 Staffing
We are pleased to announce that Hannah Pollard will be joining our teaching team for the first
two terms of 2026, taking on the F/1 B position. Hannah has 29 years of experience in education
in Victoria across a range of year levels and has recently moved to South Australia. She is looking
forward to joining our teaching team in 2026 and will be visiting the site over the next few weeks
to get to know students and staff, including joining us for our final kindy transition day on Tuesday
of Week 8.

Thanks,

Sam Currie



Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity 

SCHOOL NEWS: Wellbeing

As we reach the conclusion of another successful school year at Penola Primary School, I would
like to take a moment to reflect on our wellbeing initiatives and express my gratitude for the
collective efforts that have contributed to a positive and supportive environment across our
site.
This year, engagement with The Resilience Project has continued to have a significant impact on
our students’ social and emotional development. Through targeted lessons and ongoing
conversations in classrooms, students have had many opportunities to practise gratitude,
empathy, and mindfulness—essential skills that contribute to resilience both inside and outside
of school. It has been rewarding to observe our students embracing these concepts in their
daily interactions.
Our implementation of the Berry Street Education Model (BSEM) has further enhanced our
approach to student wellbeing. Staff have incorporated key BSEM practices to create safe, calm
and consistent learning environments where every student is supported to succeed. Initiatives
such as morning circles/meeting, brain breaks, and restorative conversations have become
embedded in our routines, helping to build strong, positive relationships within every
classroom.
A particular highlight has been the continued success of our Breakfast Club. This valuable
program ensures that many students start the school day with a nutritious meal, which has a
proven positive effect on learning and engagement. I would like to extend a special thank you
to Matt for running the show, and our dedicated parent volunteers for their ongoing support
and commitment. Your efforts have been vital in sustaining this important initiative, and your
contribution is deeply appreciated by our entire community. If you would like to join our team
of Breakfast Club parent volunteers in 2026, please let me know.
I would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate Jess Skeer, who will be stepping into
the Wellbeing Leader role to start 2026. Jess brings a genuine passion for student wellbeing and
a wealth of experience to the role, and I am confident that she will continue to drive positive
outcomes for all students.

Warm regards,

 Sam McDougall

WELLBEING
 END OF YEAR REFLECTIONS



Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity 

 

SCHOOL NEWS: Year 4/5A Book Reviews

Book Review- The Wild Robot
The Wild Robot, written by Peter Brown, is heartfelt with raw emotion. The Wild Robot is a thrilling and
adventurous novel. Published in 2016, this book has won the New York Times bestseller.
The Wild Robot follows a robot named Roz stuck on an island with wildlife that thinks she is a monster. The
story has lots of plots and some twists and turns. When you think one plot is over, another one comes. In
between the plots, there are some peaceful parts, but there are a few little problems. The characters are
Fink the fox, Brightbill the gooseling, Thorn the bear, Paddler the beaver, Longneck the goose and the
RECOS.
The Wild Robot is a great book, but there are some downsides to the story. I don’t really like the plots
because they are quite short, I like long and more adventurous plots. Not plots that are short and not that
exciting.
I recommend this book to readers who like cute animals, short chapters, with over 300 pages filled with a
slow but beautiful story. I would rate it 4 out of 5 stars.
⭐⭐⭐⭐

By Tyrel Summers-Lind

The Wild Robot Book Review
INTRODUCTION
The Wild Robot, written and illustrated by Peter Brown, has won the award for the “New York Times
Bestseller” as a short chapter-style book. This book was originally published in 2016, but then redesigned
in 2024 to make a movie-styled front cover. It is a heart-warming story that can appeal to anyone.
DESCRIPTION
The Wild Robot’s name is Roz, who washes up on shore after a horrific hurricane. Roz is then disliked by the
animals who surround her on the island. After that, Roz finds a gosling egg that hatches, and she names
him Brightbill (no more spoiler alerts from me!). The moral of the story is to never judge anyone based on
their cover.
JUDGEMENT
Peter Brown’s use of descriptive language and ability to make readers read more and more of the story is
just absolutely astounding. I think any readers of the story will enjoy this book and want to read it again.
The plot of The Wild Robot sustained my interest throughout the whole book, and the ending is VERY
intense (TRUST ME). I also think the illustrations in this book are fantastic, and Peter Brown did a great job
with them. 
RECOMENDATION 
After reading this book, I was stunned with the ending and Peter Brown’s writing ability. I would
recommend this to people 9 and up. 5 stars.

By Max Deglaitis 

YEAR 4/5 A 
BOOK REVIEWS - 
THE WILD ROBOT
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SCHOOL NEWS: Year 4/5B

As part of our Numeracy learning, we created some number lines displaying our
understanding of the connection between fractions, decimals and percentage.
Students measured, plotted and labelled their number lines, showing equivalence,
mixed and improper fractions, and the conversions to decimals and percentage.

PROPORTIONAL THINKING: 
NUMBER LINES
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SCHOOL NEWS: Year 4/5B

SKIPPING WITH OUR F/1 BUDDIES

Students in Year 4/5B have enjoyed working with their F/1 buddies to learn some skipping
skills this term. We have used short and long ropes to teach the skills of coordinating our feet
and hands. We certainly have put our learning dispositions of persistence and empathy to the
test supporting younger students to learn a new skill. It has been a valuable experience for
everyone.
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SCHOOL NEWS:  Year 6 Lego League Excursion 

Our Year 6 students had an exciting excursion to the unofficial Small Schools Lego League
Competition at Mount Burr Primary School today. As part of the internationally recognised
"First Lego League" program, our students had the opportunity to showcase their skills in
coding and robotics, working collaboratively to complete a variety of missions using Lego
Spike Prime robots.
Throughout the day, students demonstrated not only their technical skills but also their
teamwork and problem-solving abilities. They shared their learning with peers from other
schools, exchanged feedback on robot design, and supported one another to improve their
code and strategies. Each team earned points for their run on the mission tables - most
improving each run.
We are proud of our students for their enthusiasm, creativity and collaboration during the
event. It was wonderful to see critical thinking in action.

 LEGO LEAGUE -Year 6 Lego League
Excursion – Mount Burr Primary School
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In Media Arts, the F/1s have been learning how to frame and
focus a shot, while taking inspiration from the M.H. Clarke book,
Tiny Perfect Things. Exploring the nature garden, our
photographers used their keen eyes to select miniature examples
of things both beautiful and intricate- here are some examples of
their work. Keep hunting this summer; if we look, we are sure to
find more tiny, perfect things!

 

SCHOOL NEWS:  Media Arts F/1

MEDIA ARTS- F/1 PHOTOGRAPHY
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SCHOOL NEWS:  Media Arts 2/3

MEDIA ARTS- 2/3  PHOTOGRAPHY
In Media Arts, the 2/3s have been experimenting with composition in photography,
learning how to find symmetry and to apply the rule of thirds. Playing with perspective and
a black and white filter, they were invited to represent different emotions, positioning their
subjects carefully when framing each shot. Here are a few examples- can you guess which
emotion they represent? 
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SCHOOL NEWS: Japanese

JAPANESE
This term, the 4/5s have been
using a short Japanese script as a
mentor text, decoding a comedic
skit written entirely in hiragana
and kanji. Working collaboratively,
they have supported each other
to pronounce and deliver their
lines with energy and emphasis,
and much dramatic flair.
Incorporating drama into
language learning ensures
meaningful exchanges that draw
on both receptive and productive
communicative skills, as well as
helping students to have a lot of
fun!
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SCHOOL NEWS: Environment Group

In week 5 our Environment Group travelled to Robe to participate
with 17 other schools in the forth and final YELP forum for 2025,
where they were welcomed by First Nation's elder, Uncle Doug
Nicols. The students then participated in a cultural workshop,
learning about the Aboriginal seasonal calendar and even had a go
at grinding seeds. They walked down to a small inlet to explore and
sit in a magic spot before heading back to present their project to
the forum.
 
This year our students have been focussing on the critically
endangered Red-tailed Black Cockatoo. They have worked with
Rachel Farran and Bron Perryman from Birdlife Australia who have
supported the students and provided valuable information and
funding for a bus. In May they went to a farm to participate in the
annual Red-tailed Black Cockatoo count where they spied 63 Red-
tails. This is a significant number given there are only about 1500
individuals left. In term 3 the students returned to the farm to plant
50 Stringybark seedlings, which they purchased with money from
the school's returnable containers. This will help to support the birds
and add to their depleted food sources, where it can take at least 10
years before these trees will produce enough seeds for the birds to
eat. In term 4 the students and Bron involved both 4/5 classes and
as a group they collected Stringybark seeds which will be
propagated before the end of the year. These new seedlings will be
planted next year and continue to add to the great work our group
has done.
 
We would like to thank James and Jess Skeer for their support and
generosity this year. The opportunities and hospitality shown to our
students is genuinely appreciated. We would also like to thank Bron
and Rachel from Birdlife Australia for their expertise and support.
Finally, to our Environment Group, Dya, Seb, Sophie and Jack. Thank
you for your hard work and dedication to an important
environmental project. You are excellent ambassadors for Penola
Primary School.
 

ENVIRONMENT GROUP
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SCHOOL NEWS: Matt’s Crew

Matt's Crew has been busy this year with lots of projects around
the school. We complete a risk assessment before every task to
ensure we understand what risks there are, and work as a group
to remove or minimise these risks. They have repaired the fence
in the veggie garden, pruned the grapevine, refreshed the junior
primary area, filled up the sandpit, cleaned up the Anzac garden,
removed old garden borders, made bollards for the canteen and
installed the football goal posts. 
 
The tasks and the conditions are sometimes challenging, and the
students have been able to develop and practice skills like
teamwork, resilience, empathy, persistence, problem-solving and
curiosity. They have learned about risk management, how to use
tools, correct manual handling techniques, how to use levers to
make the job easier, and the difference between a good job and a
great job. They also do a presentation to their class to show
everyone what they've been up to this year. 

MATT’S CREW

Thank you to Louis, Fletcher, Emily, Caleb, Elairia, Seb, Axel, Xander, Kenzi, Allyra, Jim, Phoenix
and Sophia for continuing to show that Matt's Crew can do anything!. Your hard work and
positive attitude have helped to make Penola Primary School an even better place to be. 
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SCHOOL NEWS: Remembrance Day

On the 11th November, Penola Primary School marked
Remembrance Day in a meaningful way. Students in Years 2
to 6 joined members of the local community and
neighbouring schools at the Penola War Memorial Park to
honour those who have served in wars and peacekeeping
missions.
During the ceremony, a minute’s silence was observed at
11am, allowing everyone to reflect on the sacrifices made by
Australians. Tess and Charlie, representing the SRC,
respectfully laid a wreath at the memorial on behalf of
Penola Primary School, showing our school’s gratitude and
respect.
Towards the end of the service, the Penola Primary School
choir led the gathering in singing the national anthem,
creating a special moment for all.
While this was happening at the park, Foundation and Year 1
students and educators at school discussed the importance
of Remembrance Day in their classrooms. They also
observed a minute’s silence at 11am to remember and
honour the sacrifices of past and present soldiers.
Thank you to our choir, SRC representatives, educators, and
all members of the community who contributed to making
Remembrance Day a significant occasion at Penola.

Lest We Forget.

REMEMBRANCE DAY 
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SCHOOL NEWS: Police Visit

POLICE VISIT
On 13th November, Penola Primary School welcomed the town’s new police officer, Reece, for
a special visit. Reece spoke to students about his job and how he helps keep our community
safe. He explained what to do in an emergency and described the different types of police
officers and their important roles.
The students enjoyed learning about the police force and appreciated the opportunity to ask
questions. Reece’s friendly approach made everyone feel comfortable and engaged.
Thank you, Reece, for visiting Penola Primary School and for helping our students understand
the important work that police do in our community!
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Contact Us: 
Principal: Sam Currie  sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au 

Curriculum, Pedagogy and Wellbeing Senior Leader: Sam McDougall

Governing Council Chairperson: Matthew McGregor 

Penola SA 5277

Phone: 08 87372300

Fax: 08 87372877

Email: dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Website: http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au

11 Riddoch Street

 

CANTEEN NEWS: 
Canteen Manager: Maryke Van der Merwe 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Important dates for Term 4, 2025 

17th - 27th November - Swimming Lessons
27th November - Splash Carnival
28th November - Swimming Carnival
1st - 4th December -Year 6 Camp
9th December - School Concert
10th December - Year Six EOY Excursion 
11th December - Senior Disco
12th December - Year 6 Graduation Lunch and End of Term (Early Dismissal)

Canteen Duty: (10.30am to 12.00 noon)

Friday, 28th November - SWIM CARNIVAL
Friday, 5th December -Tracey Lamont
Friday, 12th December -Tahlia Mullen

We are thrilled to announce that our school canteen has
undergone a stunning renovation! The space is now new,
fresh, and much more inviting, creating a fantastic
environment for both staff and students.
A big thank you goes to Jake from JBR Joinery for his
outstanding work in installing cupboards, shelves, the pantry,
and benchtops. We also extend our gratitude to Matt from
Matthew McGregor Plumbing, who handled all of the
plumbing work, and Marcus from MED Electrical Services for
taking care of the electrical updates. The teamwork and
expertise of these local tradespeople have truly transformed
our canteen.
Our dedicated canteen manager, Maryke, is absolutely
delighted with the improvements. She describes her new
workspace as lovely, modern, and efficient. The new look has
even caught the attention of the students, with one excitedly
saying it “looks futuristic”.
Thank you again to everyone involved in making our canteen
a better place for all.

Exciting Renovations!
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Community Events: 


