Friday, 12th December 2025: Issue 13

Hi Families,

Today marks the end of another amazing school year! As is tradition at Penola Primary School, we
have had many formalities this week, including our school concert and Year 6 Graduation on
Tuesday night, our discos and JP games on Thursday, and our Year 6 lunch and farewells today.
While it has been an incredibly busy week, it has also been a wonderful time of celebration for our
students, staff, and families, truly highlighting some outstanding achievements by all. | would like
to congratulate all of our students for their efforts, not only this week but throughout the entire
year.

2026 Sports Day — Change of Date

As we have once again experienced, Term 4 is always incredibly busy. This year, we made some
adjustments to our timetables to reduce some of this busyness, and we are making further
changes to ease this next year. A significant change for 2026 is moving Sports Day to Term 1.

This decision was made after reviewing survey results from parents (conducted in Term 1), and in
consultation with staff and Governing Council. While change can bring some resistance, please
trust that our staff team has engaged in significant discussions regarding this and planning is well
underway.

The date for Sports Day 2026 is: Thursday, 2nd April (Week 10)
The school day will then finish at 2:10pm, leading into the Easter weekend.
2026 — Pupil Free Days
In preparation for next year, below are our Pupil Free Days:
e Term 1, Week 1: Tuesday, 27th January — “Behaviour 101”
e Term 2, Week 3: Friday, 15th May — SECAV Big Day Out

o Term 3, Week 9: Friday, 18th September — SA Curriculum / Learning Dispositions / Learning
Expeditions



e Term 4, Week 3: Friday, 30th October — Penola Show (School Closure)
o Term 4, Week 4: Friday, 6th November — 2026 Review / 2027 Planning

Please be aware that our first pupil free day for 2026 is on the first day of next year. Therefore,
students’ first day back at school will be Wednesday, 28th January.

Staff Farewells

This year, some of our teaching staff will be moving on from their time at Penola Primary School.
Sophie Simson:

Sophie has been an integral part of our Junior Primary team for the past five years. This area of
our school has gone from strength to strength during this period, with significant gains in
academic results and student wellbeing, and Sophie has played a significant role in this success.
We wish Sophie all the best as she, Geordie, and the boys move back to Victoria for work and
schooling.

Kathy O’Connell:

Kathy has been outstanding this year with our 4/5B class, and | have been continually impressed
by her professionalism, work ethic, and the positive relationships she forms with students and
families. While Kathy couldn’t commit to a full-time position in 2026, we are pleased that she will
remain involved with the school, taking on smaller roles and providing relief for staff when
needed.

Sam McDougall:

While Sam will only be away for the first half of 2026 at this stage, it is important to acknowledge
his contributions. Sam was our Year 6 teacher in 2023 when | first started here, and | immediately
understood why he had such a strong reputation within our partnership. His curriculum
knowledge and teaching pedagogies are outstanding, as are his relationships with students and
his ability to maintain a calm, relaxed, yet engaged classroom environment.

While we are hopeful that Sam will return in mid-2026, he is incredibly deserving of the higher
leadership opportunities that have come his way this year and into next year. We wish him all the
best, and look forward to seeing him within our school community, especially as his boys progress
through the school.

As the year comes to an end, | would like to thank you all again for a wonderful year, and | look
forward to seeing you in 2026 for another great year at Penola Primary! x

Thanks,

Sam Currie
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A very special thank you goes to Maryke for her outstanding dedication and commitment to
the canteen this year. Maryke has ensured that both staff and students enjoy delicious snacks
and lunches throughout the year. Her hard work organising a variety of meal deals has been
greatly appreciated by all.

We also want to acknowledge Maryke’s valuable contributions to Diner Downunder, as well as
her flexibility and support during our recent kitchen renovations. Her initiative and
organisation have made a positive difference within our school community.

We are also deeply grateful to our volunteers, who come in to support Maryke each week.
Their invaluable assistance helps keep our canteen running smoothly and is truly appreciated.

Thank you to everyone involved for making the canteen such a valuable and vibrant part of our
school.

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEVW YEAR

27th JANUARY - Pupil Free Day
28th JANUARY - Term 1 Start
9th MARCH - Adelaide Cup
2nd APRIL - Sports Day

3rd APRIL - Good Friday

6th APRIL - Easter Monday

11 Riddoch Street
Contact Us: Penola SA 5277

08 87372300
Sam Currie sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au 08 87372877

Sam McDougall dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au
Matthew McGregor http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au
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Term 1 2026 Calendar
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PENOLAPRIMARY SCHOOL
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