
Hi Families,

Today marks the end of another amazing school year! As is tradition at Penola Primary School, we
have had many formalities this week, including our school concert and Year 6 Graduation on
Tuesday night, our discos and JP games on Thursday, and our Year 6 lunch and farewells today.
While it has been an incredibly busy week, it has also been a wonderful time of celebration for our
students, staff, and families, truly highlighting some outstanding achievements by all. I would like
to congratulate all of our students for their efforts, not only this week but throughout the entire
year.

2026 Sports Day – Change of Date

As we have once again experienced, Term 4 is always incredibly busy. This year, we made some
adjustments to our timetables to reduce some of this busyness, and we are making further
changes to ease this next year. A significant change for 2026 is moving Sports Day to Term 1.

This decision was made after reviewing survey results from parents (conducted in Term 1), and in
consultation with staff and Governing Council. While change can bring some resistance, please
trust that our staff team has engaged in significant discussions regarding this and planning is well
underway.

The date for Sports Day 2026 is: Thursday, 2nd April (Week 10)

The school day will then finish at 2:10pm, leading into the Easter weekend.

2026 – Pupil Free Days

In preparation for next year, below are our Pupil Free Days:

Term 1, Week 1: Tuesday, 27th January – “Behaviour 101”
Term 2, Week 3: Friday, 15th May – SECAV Big Day Out
Term 3, Week 9: Friday, 18th September – SA Curriculum / Learning Dispositions / Learning
Expeditions
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Term 4, Week 3: Friday, 30th October – Penola Show (School Closure)
Term 4, Week 4: Friday, 6th November – 2026 Review / 2027 Planning

Please be aware that our first pupil free day for 2026 is on the first day of next year. Therefore,
students’ first day back at school will be Wednesday, 28th January.

Staff Farewells

This year, some of our teaching staff will be moving on from their time at Penola Primary School.
Sophie Simson:
Sophie has been an integral part of our Junior Primary team for the past five years. This area of
our school has gone from strength to strength during this period, with significant gains in
academic results and student wellbeing, and Sophie has played a significant role in this success.
We wish Sophie all the best as she, Geordie, and the boys move back to Victoria for work and
schooling.

Kathy O’Connell:

Kathy has been outstanding this year with our 4/5B class, and I have been continually impressed
by her professionalism, work ethic, and the positive relationships she forms with students and
families. While Kathy couldn’t commit to a full-time position in 2026, we are pleased that she will
remain involved with the school, taking on smaller roles and providing relief for staff when
needed.

Sam McDougall:

While Sam will only be away for the first half of 2026 at this stage, it is important to acknowledge
his contributions. Sam was our Year 6 teacher in 2023 when I first started here, and I immediately
understood why he had such a strong reputation within our partnership. His curriculum
knowledge and teaching pedagogies are outstanding, as are his relationships with students and
his ability to maintain a calm, relaxed, yet engaged classroom environment.

While we are hopeful that Sam will return in mid-2026, he is incredibly deserving of the higher
leadership opportunities that have come his way this year and into next year. We wish him all the
best, and look forward to seeing him within our school community, especially as his boys progress
through the school.

As the year comes to an end, I would like to thank you all again for a wonderful year, and I look
forward to seeing you in 2026 for another great year at Penola Primary!

Thanks,

Sam Currie
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SCHOOL NEWS: Farewell

The school would like to acknowledge and say farewell to the families who end their
association with Penola Primary School this year. We wish you and your children all the
best for the future and thank you for contribution to our school. We hope that you will
remember fondly your association with Penola Primary School. 

FAREWELL YEAR 6
CLASS OF 2025 
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SCHOOL NEWS: Splash Carnival 

SPLASH CARNIVAL



Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity 

SCHOOL NEWS: SWIM CARNIVAL

SWIM CARNIVAL
Despite overcast skies and the threat of rain hanging over the Penola Swimming Pool, spirits were far from
dampened on Friday 28  November,  as Penola Primary School’s Years 2 to 6 students gathered for their eagerly
anticipated annual swimming carnival. The event drew a fantastic turnout of parents, families and friends, all
cheering on the energetic competitors.

th

Throughout the day, students showcased their swimming skills in freestyle, breaststroke, and backstroke
events, alongside a colourful range of team games including the ever-popular ‘boogie board  relay’, ‘dress the
captain’ and ‘Treasure Hunt’. By designing events to suit swimmers of every ability, all children were
encouraged to take part and ‘have a go’ in as many races as possible—ensuring everyone could join the fun.
As the scoreboard steadily filled, excitement mounted for the championship titles. Congratulations to our
individual champions:

Senior Boys Champion: Sebastian  
Senior Boys Runners-Up: Gus
Senior Girls Champion: Madeleine 
Senior Girls Runners-Up: Charlie 
Junior Boys Champion: Hugo 
Junior Boys Runners-Up: Angus 
Junior Girls Champion: Phoebe 
Junior Girls Runners-Up: Ella 

The race for the overall house trophy remained tight throughout the day, with Rymill house eventually
triumphing to secure their sixth consecutive carnival victory—a truly outstanding achievement. A big
congratulations to Rymill’s House Captains: Amy, Dya, Jack and Sophie, who accepted the trophy on behalf of
their delighted team.

Gordon House earned bragging rights by claiming the coveted Gordon Bannister Trophy in the ever-entertaining
‘Boogie Board’ relay event. Well done to the Gordon team: Karly, Tyrel, Caleb, Carly, Fletcher, Belinda, Imogen  
and Alex.

The success of the carnival would not have been possible without the support of our dedicated community.
Sincere thanks go to our wonderful Families and Friends Group, the generous volunteers who ensured the BBQ
was running hot, and the Leisuresafe staff for preparing the pool and providing vigilant lifeguard support.
Special appreciation goes to Vaughn and Charlotte for their fantastic swimming lessons and ongoing
encouragement of our students.

Above all, it was heartening to witness the outstanding teamwork and school spirit shining through, with every
student enthusiastically involved and supporting their peers. The weather may have been cloudy, but the
determination, joy and camaraderie on display lit up the day. Well done to everyone and thank you for making
it another memorable Penola Primary Swimming Carnival!
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SCHOOL NEWS: SWIM CARNIVAL

SWIM CARNIVAL

Junior Champions: 
Ella (RU), Phoebe (Champion), 

 Angus  (RU) and Hugo (Champion)

Senior Champions:
Charlie (RU),  Madeleine (Champion), 
Sebastian (Champion) and Gus (RU)

Rymill House Captains: 
Amy, Dya, Jack and Sophie 

Gordon Bannister Trophy team: 
Karly, Tyrel, Caleb, Carly, Fletcher, Belinda,

 Imogen  and Alex.

SCHOOL NEWS: SWIM CARNIVAL

SWIM CARNIVAL
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SCHOOL NEWS: CONCERT

END OF YEAR CONCERT AND YEAR 6
GRADUATION 

On Tuesday night, we came together as a school community to celebrate our Year 6
Graduation and End of Year Concert—a truly wonderful evening full of pride and joy.

The concert was absolutely fantastic, with every student taking to the stage and doing an
outstanding job. Each performance showcased the hard work and enthusiasm of our
students, making us all incredibly proud.

A special congratulations goes to our MacKillop Award recipients:
School Spirit: Dya
Academic Excellence: Madeleine

We would also like to extend our heartfelt thanks to our Volunteers of the Year, a family who
has given so much to our school. Congratulations to Anna and Matt McGregor. We are
sincerely grateful for all that you do for our school community.

What a wonderful way to finish the year!
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SCHOOL NEWS:  JP GAMES

JP GAMES - CHRISTMAS
Our Junior Primary students enjoyed a wonderful Christmas-themed Games Afternoon. A
variety of fun games were organised for students to participate in, encouraging teamwork,
active play and lots of festive spirit. The excitement was clear as everyone enthusiastically
joined in the activities and enjoyed spending time together.
Earlier in the day, students were treated to a delicious sausage sizzle lunch, which was enjoyed
by all. The afternoon was filled with laughter, energy and a sense of celebration, making it a
memorable occasion for our students.
Thank you to the SRC and staff for organising such a successful event. It was a fantastic way to
celebrate the end of the year.
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SCHOOL NEWS:  SENIOR DISCO

SENIOR DISCO
On Thursday night, our senior students celebrated the end of the school year with a fantastic disco,
themed “Op Shop Fancy Dress.” The creative outfits on display were a highlight of the evening, with
students arriving in a colourful array of fun and unique ensembles.
The atmosphere was filled with excitement as students enjoyed dancing, music, and spending time
with friends. It was wonderful to see everyone embracing the theme and expressing their
individuality in such a positive and inclusive way.
Thank you to the SRC and all staff who helped organise and supervise the event. The disco was a
great success and provided our senior students with a memorable way to finish the year.
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SCHOOL NEWS:  CHILDREN’S UNIVERSITY

CHILDREN’S UNIVERSITY

This year, our students joined Children’s University, an international program hosted by the
University of Adelaide.

Children’s University provides opportunities for young people to learn through people,
places and activities. Students can visit the online portal to complete learning tasks or take
their passports to various learning destinations. They are provided with strategies to
become successful learners as well as confident, creative, active and informed citizens.
Children’s University enables students to make new friends with similar interests, develop
leadership skills, explore and develop new talents, and be celebrated and rewarded for their
achievements.
We had nine students achieve their first level, with another two students achieving two
levels. All activities are completed outside of school hours, and we would like to
congratulate our students on their efforts. We would also like to sincerely thank our families
for supporting their child’s learning.
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SCHOOL NEWS: BREAKFAST CLUB

Our Breakfast Club program has been very successful this year.
Every day our students have access to toast and fruit, fuelling their
brains for another day of learning. Aside from this, our program has
other benefits. It creates a sense of community, gives students the
opportunity to contribute, learn life skills, interact with their peers
and take on responsibility.
 
We have been very fortunate to have a willing group of parents who
have helped to supervise and guide our students. We would like to
sincerely thank all of you for everything you have given to our
school to support this program.
 
We would also like to acknowledge the generosity of Windara
Bakery and Foodbank. Their unconditional support has made it
possible for us to provide our students with a great start to every
day. Thank you
 

BREAKFAST CLUB
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Contact Us: 
Principal: Sam Currie  sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au 

Curriculum, Pedagogy and Wellbeing Senior Leader: Sam McDougall

Governing Council Chairperson: Matthew McGregor 

Penola SA 5277

Phone: 08 87372300

Fax: 08 87372877

Email: dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Website: http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au

11 Riddoch Street

 

CANTEEN NEWS: 
Canteen Manager: Maryke Van der Merwe 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Important dates for Term 1, 2026 

27th JANUARY - Pupil Free Day
28th JANUARY - Term 1 Start
9th MARCH - Adelaide Cup
2nd APRIL - Sports Day
3rd APRIL - Good Friday
6th APRIL - Easter Monday

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

A very special thank you goes to Maryke for her outstanding dedication and commitment to
the canteen this year. Maryke has ensured that both staff and students enjoy delicious snacks
and lunches throughout the year. Her hard work organising a variety of meal deals has been
greatly appreciated by all.

We also want to acknowledge Maryke’s valuable contributions to Diner Downunder, as well as
her flexibility and support during our recent kitchen renovations. Her initiative and
organisation have made a positive difference within our school community.

We are also deeply grateful to our volunteers, who come in to support Maryke each week.
Their invaluable assistance helps keep our canteen running smoothly and is truly appreciated.

Thank you to everyone involved for making the canteen such a valuable and vibrant part of our
school.

mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au/


 

9/2

9/3

16/3

26/1 

2/2

23/2

2/3

23/3

10/2

17/3

27/1

3/2

3/3 

11/2

28/1

4/2

18/3

25/3

25/2

4/3

29/1

5/2

19/3

26/3

5/3

6/2

13/3

30/1

27/2

6/3

20/3

27/3

24/2

12/2 13/2

16/2 17/2 18/2 19/2 20/2

26/2

10/3 11/3 12/3

24/3

30/3 31/3 1/4 2/4 3/4

6/4 7/4 8/4 9/4 10/4

 Term 1 2026 Calendar

Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10

11

AUSTRALIA DAY PUPIL FREE DAY

SPORTS DAY GOOD FRIDAY

EASTER MONDAY

ADELAIDE CUP 


