Monday, 16th February 2026: Issue 1

Hi Families,

Welcome to the 2026 school year! | hope you’ve enjoyed a relaxing summer break and are ready for
another exciting year at Penola Primary School. Although we are only three weeks into the school year, so
much has already happened, and it is wonderful to walk through the school and see so many fantastic
things taking place. It was incredibly pleasing to see so many families attend our “Open Afternoon” last
Friday. This event was a great opportunity for you to engage with your children and our staff in a relaxed
environment and to see your child in their learning space. We look forward to offering more of these
opportunities as the year progresses.

Firstly, I'd like to extend a warm welcome to all our new families joining us. We are delighted to have you as
part of our school community and look forward to getting to know you. Along with our new students and
families, we also welcome Hannah Pollard, Lisa Rowntree, and Meagan Petzke to our staff team for 2026.
In addition, Jess Skeer has taken on the role of Senior Leader in Curriculum, Pedagogy, and Wellbeing, and
has already implemented some fantastic initiatives for our staff and students, which you can read about in
the newsletter.

2026 Governing Council

Earlier this week, we held our Annual General Meeting, where our 2026 Governing Council members were
elected. The Governing Council plays a vital role in supporting our school and strengthening the
partnership between families, staff, and the wider community. The council is comprised of dedicated
parent representatives, staff, and community members, all of whom collaborate to help shape our school’s
direction and ensure the best outcomes for all students. This year’s council members are:

Chairperson: Matt McGregor

Vice-Chairperson: Marcus Devereux

Treasurer: Lachie Heysen

Secretary: Sangeet Kaur

Committee Members: Sam Currie (Principal), Fi Holberton (Staff Representative), Jess Skeer (Staff
Representative Proxy), Jen McCulloch (Families and Friends), Cath Loder, Emma Raidis, and Lizzie
Grosvenor.



We still have one vacant spot on our Governing Council for 2026. If you are interested in joining our
passionate and dedicated group, please contact one of our members or the school to find out more
information.

2026 Families and Friends Group

As a school, we are incredibly fortunate to still have a Families and Friends group that supports us so
passionately in many ways. From organising social events and activities, running fundraising efforts,
building community spirit, to volunteering their time for school and community events, every effort is
greatly appreciated by the staff and students of our school.

This year, our Families and Friends Group consists of:

Chairperson: Jen McCulloch

Secretary: Kim Wilson

Treasurer: Aimee Lepley

Committee Members: Hinerau Te Tau-Mita, Sam Currie, Scoob Sanders, Jess Skeer, Amy Hill, and Tahlia
Mullen.

With the group already busy supporting Fringe activities happening at our site this weekend, and the Field
Days fast approaching, please keep a lookout for ways you can support our Families and Friends group by
volunteering your time.

NAPLAN 2026

Our students in Years 3 and 5 will once again complete the NAPLAN assessments online this year (with
Year 3 students completing the writing task using paper and pencil; all other tested areas will be done
online).

The testing will take place in Weeks 7 and 8 this term.

To prepare our students and to test our IT systems, a trial assessment will occur on Tuesday, 24 February.
This will involve Year 3 and 5 students completing a 45-minute practice test, which will incorporate
literacy and numeracy elements. Please note that no assessment report of student achievement will be
provided to families for the practice test.

Kind regards,
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The canteen is open for 2026! It is open on Wednesday for recess only and Thursday and Friday it
is open for recess and lunch for lunch orders. Lunch orders can be done via QKR! Please note that
we do not accept any cash lunch orders. All lunch orders through the Qkr! app please. Cut off
time for lunch orders will be 8:30am in the morning. There will be something on the recess menu

for everyone, savoury or sweet from 50 cents.

Canteen Duty: (10.30am to 12.00 noon) E ]

Friday, 20th February - Amy Hill QR Code -QKr! App for Apple
Friday, 27th February - Isabella Heysen
Friday, 6th March - Bekk Partridge

QR Code -QKr! App for Android

19th FEBRUARY - SAPSASA Swimming Trials
20th FEBRUARY - Assembly 5/6B

9th MARCH - Adelaide Cup

2nd APRIL - Sports Day

3rd APRIL - Good Friday

6th APRIL - Easter Monday

11 Riddoch Street
Contact Us: Penola SA 5277

08 87372300
Sam Currie sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au 08 87372877

Sam McDougall dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Matthew McGregor http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au
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Term 1 2026 Calendar

26/1 27/1 28/1 o e 29/1 30/1
—FIRST=
Hpavy®
1 AUSTRALIA DAY PUPIL FREE DAY g
@i OF P
2/2 3/2 4/2 5/2 6/2
Family Engagement
2 Afternoon 2.30pm
9/2 10/2 11/2 12/2 13/2
3 SAPSASA Softball
Trial
16/2 17/2 18/2 19/2 20/2
4 SAPSASA Swim
Trial
23/2 24/2 25/2 26/2 27/2
2/3 3/3 4/3 5/3 6/3
9/3 10/3 11/3 12/3 13/3
7 ADELAIDE cUP SAPSASA Golf Trials
16/3 17/3 18/3 19/3 20/3
Lucindale Field Days Lucindale Field Days Lucindale Field Days
23/3 24/3 25/3 26/3 27/3
9 SAPSASA SAPSASA
Swimming Softball
30/3 31/3 1/4 2/4 3/4
10 Championship Events & 200m Championship & SPORTS DAY GOOD FRIDAY
Tabloid High Jump Relay Practice
6/4 7/4 8/4 9/4 10/4
11 EASTER MONDAY
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