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LEADERSHIP 
Principal : Sam Currie

Hi Families,

Welcome to the 2026 school year! I hope you’ve enjoyed a relaxing summer break and are ready for
another exciting year at Penola Primary School. Although we are only three weeks into the school year, so
much has already happened, and it is wonderful to walk through the school and see so many fantastic
things taking place. It was incredibly pleasing to see so many families attend our “Open Afternoon” last
Friday. This event was a great opportunity for you to engage with your children and our staff in a relaxed
environment and to see your child in their learning space. We look forward to offering more of these
opportunities as the year progresses.

Firstly, I’d like to extend a warm welcome to all our new families joining us. We are delighted to have you as
part of our school community and look forward to getting to know you. Along with our new students and
families, we also welcome Hannah Pollard, Lisa Rowntree, and Meagan Petzke to our staff team for 2026.
In addition, Jess Skeer has taken on the role of Senior Leader in Curriculum, Pedagogy, and Wellbeing, and
has already implemented some fantastic initiatives for our staff and students, which you can read about in
the newsletter.

2026 Governing Council
Earlier this week, we held our Annual General Meeting, where our 2026 Governing Council members were
elected. The Governing Council plays a vital role in supporting our school and strengthening the
partnership between families, staff, and the wider community. The council is comprised of dedicated
parent representatives, staff, and community members, all of whom collaborate to help shape our school’s
direction and ensure the best outcomes for all students. This year’s council members are:
Chairperson: Matt McGregor
Vice-Chairperson: Marcus Devereux
Treasurer: Lachie Heysen
Secretary: Sangeet Kaur
Committee Members: Sam Currie (Principal), Fi Holberton (Staff Representative), Jess Skeer (Staff
Representative Proxy), Jen McCulloch (Families and Friends), Cath Loder, Emma Raidis, and Lizzie
Grosvenor.
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LEADERSHIP Cont...
Principal : Sam Currie

We still have one vacant spot on our Governing Council for 2026. If you are interested in joining our
passionate and dedicated group, please contact one of our members or the school to find out more
information.

2026 Families and Friends Group
As a school, we are incredibly fortunate to still have a Families and Friends group that supports us so
passionately in many ways. From organising social events and activities, running fundraising efforts,
building community spirit, to volunteering their time for school and community events, every effort is
greatly appreciated by the staff and students of our school.
This year, our Families and Friends Group consists of:
Chairperson: Jen McCulloch
Secretary: Kim Wilson
Treasurer: Aimee Lepley
Committee Members: Hinerau Te Tau-Mita, Sam Currie, Scoob Sanders, Jess Skeer, Amy Hill, and Tahlia
Mullen.
With the group already busy supporting Fringe activities happening at our site this weekend, and the Field
Days fast approaching, please keep a lookout for ways you can support our Families and Friends group by
volunteering your time.

NAPLAN 2026
Our students in Years 3 and 5 will once again complete the NAPLAN assessments online this year (with
Year 3 students completing the writing task using paper and pencil; all other tested areas will be done
online).
The testing will take place in Weeks 7 and 8 this term.
To prepare our students and to test our IT systems, a trial assessment will occur on Tuesday, 24 February.
This will involve Year 3 and 5 students completing a 45-minute practice test, which will incorporate
literacy and numeracy elements. Please note that no assessment report of student achievement will be
provided to families for the practice test.

Kind regards,

Sam Currie



Phoenix ZoeLindsayNorah

Lisa
Rowntree

Hannah
Pollard

Meagan
Petzke

Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity 

 

SCHOOL NEWS:  Welcome

We also welcome our new students, Norah (Year 1), Lindsay (Year 2), Phoenix (Year 3)
Axel (Year 4) and Zoe (Year 5) to our school.
We hope all our new students and teachers have settled in well and will have a great
experience at our school.

This year we welcome 3 new staff members: Lisa Rowntree (Teacher F/1A), Hannah Pollard
(Teacher F/1B), and Meagan Petzke (Teacher 5/6B).

WELCOME TO 
PENOLA PRIMARY SCHOOL

Axel
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SCHOOL NEWS:  Welcome

Welcome to Penola Primary School!

We are thrilled to welcome all of our new Junior Primary students and families to our school com-munity. It
has been wonderful to see our new learners settling in, building friendships and beginning their school
journey with such enthusiasm.
In JP, our focus is on creating a safe, nurturing and engaging environment where children feel a strong sense
of belonging. Through play, exploration and explicit teaching, students are support-ed to develop
confidence, independence and a love of learning as they learn classroom routines and expectations.
We are very much looking forward to the year ahead and working in partnership with families to support
each child as they grow and thrive. Welcome to JP, we’re so glad you’re here!
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Discovery in JP
Discovery time is an important part of our JP day, giving
children opportunities to learn through play, exploration
and hands-on experiences. It supports students to settle
into the day in a low-pressure way, building confidence,
independence and social connections as they engage
with purposeful play. During Discovery, we explicitly
practise our school learning dispositions — persistence,
resilience, curiosity and empathy — and celebrate these
by showcasing students demonstrating them on our
Learning Dispositions display in the JP corridor. It’s been
wonderful to see their curiosity and creativity in action as
we set strong foundations for learning.



Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity 

SCHOOL NEWS: Wellbeing 

Recess Wellbeing Activities: Supporting
Student Wellbeing in a Quiet Space

At Penola Primary School, we recognise that every child has different needs when it comes to
their wellbeing. This term, we are trialling a new recess wellbeing program, led by Mrs Skeer
and Matt, offering a range of quiet, structured activities during recess. This is an optional
program available to students from Foundation to Year 6. Our aim is to create a calm space for
students to regulate, recharge, and engage positively with peers and staff, providing an
alternative to the busy playground environment.

Weekly Program:
Monday: Team Building Games in the Gym with Matt
 Students will participate in a range of cooperative team-building games in the gym with Matt,
focusing on developing communication skills, teamwork, and a sense of community through
engaging, active challenges.

Tuesday: Mindfulness in the Library with Mrs Skeer
 The library becomes a space for mindfulness activities, including colouring, reading, LEGO,
Mobilo, and bookmaking. These options help students slow down, self-regulate, and express
their creativity in a peaceful environment.

Wednesday: Beading and Origami in the Library with Mrs Skeer
 Students can choose from beading and origami, both of which encourage focus and fine
motor skills while fostering relaxation through creative expression.

Thursday: Strategic Games in the Library with Mrs Skeer
Board games such as chess, backgammon, Labyrinth, Monopoly, Battleships, and giant Jenga
are available. These games promote strategic thinking, cooperation, and resilience in a
friendly, supportive setting.

Friday: Puzzles in the Library with Matt
 Children get the opportunity to spend time with Matt in the library, working collaboratively
on group puzzles that encourage teamwork and critical thinking.

If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact Jess Skeer, Senior
Leader (Curriculum, Pedagogy and Wellbeing), at jess.skeer949@schools.sa.edu.au.
We look forward to seeing your child enjoy and benefit from our new wellbeing program this
term.
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SCHOOL NEWS: SWIM CARNIVAL

SWIM CARNIVAL

SCHOOL NEWS: Year 6 - New T-shirts

NEW YEAR... 
NEW YEAR 6 SCHOOL TOPS

Our Year 6 cohort look fantastic in their new uniform. Thanks to Kane & Jamie
at Xpress Signs & XPRS Apparel for having them ready to start the year.
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SCHOOL NEWS: STEM

Check out our new Lego wall in the STEM room.

Can you spot these foods?
· Mushroom

· Pizza
· Carrot

· Pineapple
· Hamburger

· Egg
· Avocado

· Candy cane
· Block of chocolate

· Blueberry
· Broccoli
· Tomato
· Cherry
· Apple

· Orange
· Pear

· Cherry tomato

OUR STEM ROOM HAS A 
LEGO WALL 
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SCHOOL NEWS:  Art Workshop with Dr Ruth Schubert

Penola Primary School was abuzz with creativity last week as
we welcomed artist Dr Ruth Schubert for an inspiring art
workshop with our students. Dr Schubert, whose recent
exhibition "Bright Wings, Wild Things" delighted audiences,
shared her artistic journey and the passion behind her vibrant
works.

During her visit, Dr Schubert captivated students with stories
about the many birds that visit her backyard, explaining how
their unique colours and personalities inspired her art. She
then demonstrated the initial steps in drawing birds,
providing guidance on observation and sketching techniques.

Our students are now enthusiastically using what they
learned to create their own artworks of local birdlife. These
projects will be featured in our upcoming school art show at
Gallery 54. We look forward to seeing the creativity and
colour our students bring to life, just as Dr Schubert
encouraged.

A huge thank you to Dr Ruth Schubert for sparking excitement
about art and local wildlife. We can’t wait to share our
students’ beautiful creations with the community at the art
show!

Art Comes Alive at Penola Primary 
With Dr Ruth Schubert



Our Breakfast Club program has started again this year, with students keen to grab some toast
or fruit to start their day of learning.
Breakfast is arguably the most important meal of the day, setting us up for whatever comes
our way. A full stomach helps us to think, run, play, negotiate, solve problems and be resilient.
It helps us to succeed.
 
This program would not be possible without the support of Windara Bakery and Foodbank. As
we enter our third year of running this program, our partners continue to provide the
resources we need to make the program so successful. In 2025 we provided 6,564 serves of
breakfast, a truly impressive figure! The next time you head into Windara Bakery, or if you find
yourself at Foodbank, be sure to pass on your gratitude.
 
The other reason we have been able to provide such great support for our students is because
of the wonderful volunteers who come in each morning to lend a hand. It takes less than an
hour and involves supporting our student helpers to cook, serve and clean up. Our volunteers
arrive at 8:30am and are gone a little after 9am.
 
If you are able to help out, even if it's only once or twice a term, we would love to have you on
the team. You can leave your name at the front office or let your child's teacher know.
 
***In order to volunteer your time with our Breakfast Club, you will need a current Working
With Children Check (WWCC). There is no cost to apply for a WWCC. If you need to apply for a
WWCC or are unsure whether yours is up-to-date, please see Mel or Kerry in the front
office***
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SCHOOL NEWS: Breakfast Club

BREAKFAST CLUB



QR Code -QKr!  App for Apple

QR Code -QKr!  App for Android
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Contact Us: 
Principal: Sam Currie  sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au 

Curriculum, Pedagogy and Wellbeing Senior Leader: Sam McDougall

Governing Council Chairperson: Matthew McGregor 

Penola SA 5277

Phone: 08 87372300

Fax: 08 87372877

Email: dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Website: http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au

11 Riddoch Street

 

CANTEEN NEWS: 
Canteen Manager: Maryke Van der Merwe 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Important dates for Term 1, 2026 

19th FEBRUARY - SAPSASA Swimming Trials
20th FEBRUARY - Assembly 5/6B
9th MARCH - Adelaide Cup
2nd APRIL - Sports Day
3rd APRIL - Good Friday
6th APRIL - Easter Monday

The canteen is open for 2026! It is open on Wednesday for recess only and Thursday and Friday it
is open for recess and lunch for lunch orders. Lunch orders can be done via QKR! Please note that
we do not accept any cash lunch orders. All lunch orders through the Qkr! app please. Cut off
time for lunch orders will be 8:30am in the morning. There will be something on the recess menu
for everyone, savoury or sweet from 50 cents.

Canteen Duty: (10.30am to 12.00 noon)

Friday, 20th February - Amy Hill
Friday, 27th  February - Isabella Heysen
Friday, 6th March - Bekk Partridge
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Family Engagement
Afternoon 2.30pm

SAPSASA Softball
Trial

SAPSASA Swim
Trial

ASSEMBLY - 5/6B
CLASS

Athletic Trials 

ASSEMBLY - 5/6A CLASS
SAPSASA Golf Trials

Millicent Athletics
Lucindale Field Days Lucindale Field Days Lucindale Field Days

SAPSASA
Swimming

SAPSASA
Softball

Year 2/3 Camp Year 2/3 Camp

Championship Events &
Tabloid High Jump

200m Championship &
Relay Practice

ASSEMBLY - 3 /4
CLASS

 Term 1 2026 Calendar

Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10

11

AUSTRALIA DAY PUPIL FREE DAY

SPORTS DAY GOOD FRIDAY

EASTER MONDAY

ADELAIDE CUP 
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School News: Canteen Menu



Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity 

 

Community Events: 


