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Hi Families,

We are mid-way into the term now, with all learning programs up and running in classes, as well as many
extra-curricular opportunities in full swing. It was great to see so many families call into Gallery 54 last
Friday afternoon to view the students’ artwork on display. Our school presidents, Amy and Blake, spoke
incredibly well in opening the exhibition, and it was wonderful to hear from local artist Ruth Schubert, who
reflected on the students’ artwork and explained how she worked with our students in the week leading
up to the exhibition. If you haven’t had the opportunity to see the artwork, there is still plenty of time,
with the Gallery hosting our work for the next few weeks.

NAPLAN – Weeks 7 and 8
Next week marks the start of NAPLAN assessments for our Year 3 and 5 students. NAPLAN provides
valuable insights into students’ literacy and numeracy skills, helping us identify strengths and areas for
growth. While we encourage students to do their best, we also remind them that these assessments are
just one aspect of their overall learning journey. Although we prepare students as best as we can at school,
we understand that some students may feel anxious about these assessments.

How Can Parents Support Their Child?

While NAPLAN is just one part of your child’s educational journey, your support can help them feel
prepared and confident. Here are some practical ways parents and carers can make a positive difference:

Encourage a Positive Attitude: Reassure your child that NAPLAN is simply a tool to see what they know
and can do. It is not a test to be feared, but an opportunity to show their learning.
Establish Routines: Ensure your child has a consistent bedtime and a healthy breakfast each day,
especially leading up to the assessments. Rested and well-nourished children are better able to focus.
Discuss the Assessments: Talk openly about NAPLAN. Answer any questions your child may have and
explain that it is a normal part of their schooling.
Avoid Extra Pressure: There is no need for special study or preparation for NAPLAN. Our school
continues to teach the Australian Curriculum and supports all students in their learning every day.
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Practise Relaxation Techniques: Teach your child simple breathing or mindfulness exercises to help
manage nerves.
Communicate with Teachers: If you or your child have any questions or concerns, please reach out to
the class teacher. We are here to support you.

If you would like to discuss anything about NAPLAN, please contact your child’s classroom teacher. Our
first NAPLAN session will be on Wednesday next week, with all Year 3 and 5 students completing the
writing assessment.

Numeracy Check – Week 9

The Year 1 Numeracy Check is a state-wide assessment that will be rolled out for the first time in 2026. It
is a short, one-to-one assessment conducted with students by their classroom teachers. At Penola
Primary School, we will be completing these assessments for all Year 1 students in Week 9 of this term.
The aim is to provide teachers with valuable insights into each student’s understanding of early numeracy
concepts—such as numbers, counting, and simple problem-solving. The Numeracy Check helps us tailor
our teaching to meet each child’s individual needs and ensure a strong start in mathematics.

How Can Parents Support Their Child?

Your encouragement and involvement can make a big difference:

Talk Positively About Maths: Share real-life examples of how you use maths at home, such as counting
objects, measuring ingredients, or sorting items.
Make Maths Fun: Play simple counting games, solve puzzles together, and look for patterns in your
environment. This helps children see maths as a part of everyday life.
Practise Talking About Numbers: Encourage your child to explain their thinking when adding,
subtracting, or grouping objects. This builds confidence and communication skills.
Keep it Low Pressure: Let your child know that the Numeracy Check is not a test to worry about, but
an opportunity to show what they have learned so far.
Stay Connected: If you have any questions about your child’s numeracy development, please contact
their teacher. We value your partnership in supporting your child’s learning.

Kind regards,

Sam Currie
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SCHOOL NEWS:  Student Leaders

Chloe Grosvenor (Secretary), Amy Wooding (Co-President), Blake
Lowe (Co-President)

Sehj Aulukh (Principal’s Representative), Keziah Poynter (Treasurer)

SRC Executive Committee

2026 STUDENT LEADERS

Sophie Wilson & Amy Wooding

Choir Leaders

Otis Stone, Tyrel Summers-Lind, 
Jim Marlo, Harvey Honner

Environment Group
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SCHOOL NEWS: Student Leaders

2026 HOUSE LEADERS

Bella Owen, Blake Lowe, 
Chloe Grosvenor, Ella Battye

DICKSONDICKSON

Anika Greening, Zoe Maney, 
Charlie Possingham, Harvey Honner

GORDONGORDON

Ryker Bryant, Jack Skeer, 
Sophie Wilson, Callie Gibbs

RYMILLRYMILL

Fletcher Lydeamore, Laila Raidis, 
Hunter Merrett, Angus McGregor

WOODSWOODS
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SCHOOL NEWS:  Grand Buddies Program

GRAND BUDDIES
PROGRAM

Eight Year 4 students are proudly participating in the
Grand Buddy Program at Pinchunga. Every fortnight,
these students visit their Pinchunga buddies to take
part in a range of activities, including reading, arts
and crafts, puzzles, and conversations. Through these
shared experiences, the students are building
meaningful intergenerational friendships and
learning the value of empathy, patience, and respect.
The students have embraced the opportunity with
great enthusiasm and represent our school with
maturity and kindness. This program continues to be
a rewarding experience for both our students and
their Pinchunga buddies.
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SCHOOL NEWS: Art Exhibition 

GALLERY 54GALLERY 54

In Week 3, students at Penola Primary School had the exciting opportunity
to participate in an engaging art workshop with Dr Ruth Schubert, a
talented local artist. Over the past three weeks, students have been
developing their art skills, focusing on Australian and local flora and fauna
as inspiration.
Through hands-on sessions, students explored various painting and pencil
techniques, learning how to observe and represent the unique plants and
animals native to our region. Each student created an individual piece of
artwork showcasing their new skills and creative ideas.
These artworks will be proudly presented at Gallery 54, where they will be
on exhibition for the entire month. In addition, all pieces remain available
for purchase throughout the exhibition. This is a wonderful opportunity for
families and community members to support our young artists and
celebrate their achievements.
We are extremely proud of our students' efforts and grateful to Dr Ruth
Schubert for sharing her expertise and passion for the visual arts.



Respect, Responsibility, Inclusivity 

SCHOOL NEWS: Year 5 & 6 Art

YEAR 5 & 6 ARTYEAR 5 & 6 ART
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SCHOOL NEWS: SWIM CARNIVAL

SWIM CARNIVAL

SCHOOL NEWS: 

YEAR 5 & 6 ARTYEAR 5 & 6 ART
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SCHOOL NEWS: STEM

THE LEGO WALL IN THE STEM
ROOM HAS ANIMALS
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Contact Us: 
Principal: Sam Currie  sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au 

Curriculum, Pedagogy and Wellbeing Senior Leader: Jess Skeer

Governing Council Chairperson: Matthew McGregor 

Penola SA 5277

Phone: 08 87372300

Fax: 08 87372877

Email: dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Website: http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au

11 Riddoch Street

 

CANTEEN NEWS: 
Canteen Manager: Maryke Van der Merwe 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Important dates for Term 1, 2026 

9th MARCH - Adelaide Cup
17th MARCH - Millicent Athletics
18th MARCH - School Tour
26th-27th MARCH - Year 2/3 Camp
2nd APRIL - Sports Day
3rd APRIL - Good Friday
6th APRIL - Easter Monday

Canteen Duty: (10.30am to 12.00 noon)

Friday, 13th March - Anna McGregor
Friday, 20th March - Cassandra Jackson
Friday, 27th March - Caitlin Black
Friday, 3rd April - Good Friday
Friday, 3rd April - Ben Deglaitis

Canteen Easter Raffle 

We’re delighted to launch our Easter Raffle, with all
funds raised going directly to support our school
canteen! Earlier this week, raffle tickets were sent
home with students. Thank you to our wonderful
families who have already returned tickets and made
generous donations.

Donations of Easter treats for our raffle prizes are
most welcome and can be dropped off at the front
office until Friday, 27 March 2026. Every donation
helps make our raffle more exciting and supports our
canteen.

Raffle tickets are just $2.00 each. Please remember to
clearly write your name and phone number on each
ticket you sell. All tickets—sold or unsold—and
payment are due back by Friday, 27 March 2026.

The raffle will be drawn at the end of the school day
on Wednesday, 1 April 2026.

Thank you for your ongoing support of our school
canteen. Good luck to everyone!
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Family Engagement
Afternoon 2.30pm

SAPSASA Softball
Trial

SAPSASA Swim
Trial

ASSEMBLY - 5/6B
CLASS

Athletic Trials 

ASSEMBLY - 5/6A CLASS
SAPSASA Golf Trials

Millicent Athletics School Tour

Lucindale Field Days Lucindale Field Days Lucindale Field Days

SAPSASA
Swimming

SAPSASA
Softball

Year 2/3 Camp Year 2/3 Camp

Championship Events &
Tabloid High Jump

200m Championship &
Relay Practice

ASSEMBLY - 3 /4
CLASS

 Term 1 2026 Calendar
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AUSTRALIA DAY PUPIL FREE DAY

SPORTS DAY GOOD FRIDAY

EASTER MONDAY

ADELAIDE CUP 
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School Event: 
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