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Friday, 27th March 2026: Issue 3

LEADERSHIP 
Principal : Sam Currie

Hi Families,

As we near the end of the term, our students are continuing to stay incredibly busy! Our Year 3 and 5 students have
recently completed their NAPLAN Assessments, our Year 1 students have completed the ‘Numeracy Check-In’
Assessment, our Choir have had a special workshop with Robyn Filmer from the Primary Schools Music Festival
earlier this week and our Year 2/3 students are on their Naracoorte Caves Camp. The business doesn’t end here
though as we prepare for our Sports Day next week ,which is always an amazing school and community event. 

Term 2 – Pupil Free Day

Historically, Penola Primary School normally joins with every other school in the SECAV partnership for a Pupil Free
Day on the Friday of Week 3 in Term 2. However, this year, this event has got cancelled and we have made the
decision to move the Pupil Free Day to Friday of Week 1 (1  of May). st

On this day, staff will use this time to further explore the SA Curriculum and spend time planning how key areas of
the curriculum will tie into the Term 2 focus on Learning Expeditions. 

2026 South East Field Days

Last week and weekend, an outstanding number of volunteers, students, and staff dedicated their time to assist our
school during our major fundraising initiative for the year at the Lucindale Field Days.

It was truly remarkable to see current and former students, families, staff, and extended school community
members collaborate so willingly to support Penola Primary. The sense of teamwork and community spirit was
inspiring.

Our efforts would not have been possible without the invaluable support of some key groups. Mardi, Geoff, and the
Windara Bakery team have once again demonstrated their unwavering commitment to our school and community
by ensuring we had a steady supply of delicious slices, pastries, sandwiches, and rolls. Their proactive collaboration
with Jen McCulloch and the Families and Friends group ensured everything was planned perfectly and made the
work so much easier on the days. Thank you for your ongoing generosity towards our school.
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Another group that has supported us with an enormous donation this year was She’s Apples. Once again, our
Families and Friends group worked with Phil and the team from She’s Apples to organise the supply of lettuce,
cucumber, tomato and carrot at no cost to the school that made an enormous amount of rolls and sandwiches
across the 4 days. Again, this was a significant contribution that we are incredibly grateful for. 

Additionally, I would like to acknowledge our Families and Friends group, whose dedication in planning and
organising this event has been exceptional. Jen’s leadership and countless hours of hard work over recent months
were pivotal in the successful coordination of Field Days. Her contributions have gone far beyond the usual
volunteer role, and I extend heartfelt thanks for everything she has done to make this opportunity possible for
Penola Primary.

Morning Drop Off-Time: Student Supervision and Duty of Care

We would like to remind our school community that our official duty of care for students begins at 8:30am each
morning. For this reason, students should not be dropped off at school before 8:30am, as staff supervision is not
provided prior to this time.

This requirement is based on legal obligations set out by the Department for Education and South Australian law.
Schools have a duty of care to ensure the safety and wellbeing of students while they are on school grounds during
supervised hours. If children arrive before 8:30am and staff are not on duty, the school cannot guarantee adequate
supervision, which could put your child’s safety at risk.

The 8:30am start time is specifically set to ensure that staff are present to supervise students as they arrive and to
respond immediately to any incidents or emergencies. We ask all families to support us in maintaining a safe
environment by arranging drop-offs after this time.

Staffing – Weeks 10 and 11

In Weeks 10 and 11, Nicola Watson will be taking leave and Kathy O’Connell will be filling her role for the two
weeks. Kathy has already worked many days in the school this year and it will be great to have her here for the last
2 weeks of term.

Additionally, I will be on leave in Week 11, with Jess Skeer taking on acting Principal responsibilities for the last
week of the term. Please feel free to contact her around anything if the need arises. 

Kind regards,

Sam Currie
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SCHOOL NEWS:  Harmony Day cont...

HARMONY
DAY 
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SCHOOL NEWS: South East Field Days

PENOLA PRIMARY SCHOOL
STUDENTS SHINE AT SOUTH

EAST FIELD DAYS
We are delighted to reflect on the outstanding efforts of our Penola Primary School students, who
played a valuable role supporting the Family and Friends Volunteer Group at last week’s South East Field
Days Stall.
From Thursday 19 March to Saturday 21 March 2026, our students demonstrated initiative, teamwork,
and dedication at the Sit ‘N’ Snack Site. Each morning from 8:00am, they assisted in serving a delicious
range of offerings, including hot bacon and egg rolls, pies, pasties, sausage rolls, cakes, slices, freshly
made sandwiches and rolls, and a selection of drinks.
We would like to thank everyone who visited the stall, enjoyed the food, and showed support for our
students. Your encouragement made this experience meaningful for them and strengthened our
community spirit. Congratulations to our students for their hard work and positive contribution to this
successful event!
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STEM 
This term the Year 5/6 students have been enjoying hands-on
coding lessons with Micro:bits, thanks to a special kit from the
University of Adelaide.
A Micro:bit is a tiny, easy-to-use computer that helps students
learn how to code and create simple projects. Using an online
coding tool called Makecode, students brought their ideas to
life.
They followed instructions to get started, tested their own
code, and made improvements to their projects. This has
helped them build problem-solving and creative thinking
skills.
Completed projects include:

Step counters
Virtual pet hamsters
Hand held games like "7 Seconds," "Rock, Paper, Scissors,"
"Hot Potato," and "Snap the Dot"
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JAPANESE
Students have been busy experimenting with different aspects of both art and Japanese across
the school. 

In F/1, we have been learning the names of the colours in Japanese while exploring colour
blending and the colour wheel. Using tempera paint, F1s created plastic bag prints of flowers for
the Open Studio art exhibition, selecting a palate of colour while considering the use of negative
space. More recently, we have focused on fine motor skills while blending warm coloured oil
pastels to create scratchboard art in celebration of aki, the Japanese word for autumn. We
compared the shape of different leaves on different trees, noticing the variety of shapes and
lines created by nature- straight, diagonal, wavy, zigzag, curved… the list is endless! Take a look
outside at all the different leaves on the ground- can you find more lines in the natural world
today?

In Years 2/3/4, students have been combined their Japanese and English literacy skills to learn
about karekansui, Japanese zen gardens, as well as ikebana (flower arrangement) and bonsai
(minature trees). Applying their understanding of art concepts such as composition, negative
space, texture and aesthetic, this week students created their own miniature karekansui,
incorporating the features of ishi (rock) mizu (water) trees (ki) and flowers (hana). They carefully
considered the placement of each item by using the shape of a scalene triangle to represent the
three key concepts of heaven, earth and humanity. Perhaps there is space somewhere at home
for you to create you own karekansui in the garden? If you need any help, our Year 2/3/4
students know exactly what to do! 

Finally, the Year 5/6s have been focused on learning about famous cities in Japan, describing
features of each city and identifying where people live. They have shown great focus while
completing the Hirgana Writing Challenge- timing themselves and recording their time to chart
their progress and motivate their improvement. For the remainder of the term, we will plan a
trip to Japan, selecting the cities that interest us most and planning what to do, and most
importantly- what to eat!!

A special thank you to Gambier Earth Movers (GEM) for their generous donation of sand, rocks,
and pebbles for the Japanese Zen Gardens.
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JAPANESE
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SCHOOL NEWS: Environment Group

Hello. It’s Tyrel, Jim, Otis and Harvey and we are the
new Penola Primary School Environment Group. In
week five on Wednesday 25th February, we went
with Mrs. Skeer to the Naracoorte Caves. We learned
about the Southern Bent-wing Bats and flying foxes
(some of the smallest bats to some of the largest
bats) and we watched them on infra-red cameras
(these cameras are used by the U.S navy). We asked
the guide how much the cameras are worth and they
said the cameras are worth more than one employee
for a whole year! We went to the Blanche Cave and
saw a real fossil dig, and where some of the bats
torpor (hibernate) in winter. We also went on the
self-guided tour of the Wonambi Fossil Centre where
we crawled through the secret tunnel and saw lots of
fossils of thylacines and fossilized lizards. We took
lots of pictures and we brain stormed some ideas for
our main projects this year. Stay tuned for more
updates soon!

ENVIRONMENT GROUP
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SWIM CARNIVAL

SCHOOL NEWS: Choir
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On Wednesday 25th March, Robyn Filmer, the Adelaide Choir Conductor, visited Penola Primary
School to run a workshop with us. She taught us some new choir warm-ups, explained the songs
in more detail, and helped us with the tricky parts of many of the songs. We really enjoyed this
session as it was engaging and gave us more information about the songs we are learning this
year.
We were also joined by Kalangadoo Primary School and Kangaroo Inn Area School for the session.
We are looking forward to sharing some of the songs at assemblies next term.

CHOIR
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Contact Us: 
Principal: Sam Currie  sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au 

Curriculum, Pedagogy and Wellbeing Senior Leader: Jess Skeer

Governing Council Chairperson: Matthew McGregor 

Penola SA 5277

Phone: 08 87372300

Fax: 08 87372877

Email: dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Website: http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au

11 Riddoch Street

 

CANTEEN NEWS: 
Canteen Manager: Maryke Van der Merwe 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Important dates for Term 1, 2026 

1st APRIL - Easter Raffle Drawn
2nd APRIL - Sports Day
3rd APRIL - Good Friday
6th APRIL - Easter Monday
10th APRIL - Colour Run at Penola High School and Last Day of term (Early Dismissal)

Canteen Duty: (10.30am to 12.00 noon)
Friday, 3rd April - Good Friday
Friday, 10th April - Canteen Closed

Thank You – Easter Raffle & Canteen
Update

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who has
donated Easter treats and sold raffle
tickets to support our school canteen.
Your generosity and community spirit are
greatly appreciated.

The Easter Raffle will be drawn at the end
of the school day on Wednesday, 1 April
2026 at 2.50pm. Good luck to all
participating and thank you once again for
your support.

The canteen will be closed on Friday, 10th
April 2026, due to the Colour Run event at
Penola High School.
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Family Engagement
Afternoon 2.30pm

SAPSASA Softball
Trial

SAPSASA Swim
Trial

ASSEMBLY - 5/6B
CLASS

Athletic Trials 

ASSEMBLY - 5/6A CLASS
SAPSASA Golf Trials

Millicent Athletics School Tour

Lucindale Field Days Lucindale Field Days Lucindale Field Days

SAPSASA
Swimming

SAPSASA
Softball

Year 2/3 Camp Year 2/3 Camp

Championship Events,
Tabloid High Jump and

Triple Jump 

200m Championship &
Relay Practice

Easter Raffle Drawn

Colour Run at
Penola High School

 Term 1 2026 Calendar
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AUSTRALIA DAY PUPIL FREE DAY

SPORTS DAY GOOD FRIDAY

EASTER MONDAY

ADELAIDE CUP 
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