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Friday, 10th April 2026: Issue 4

LEADERSHIP 
Acting Principal : Jess Skeer

Hi Families,

Last week, our school community came together for a fantastic Sports Day on Tony O’Connell Oval. The event
was an outstanding success, showcasing not only the exceptional athletic talents of our students but also the
community spirit that defines our school.

A huge thank you goes out to our dedicated Families and Friends group, Maryke from the canteen, our Sports
Day Leaders, and both Dave and Matt for their work on the grounds. Special mention also to Alex McKinnon,
who did an outstanding job organising the day’s events.

We would also like to acknowledge the students from Penola High School who came to support us. These
students assisted our staff and students throughout the day and played a significant role in ensuring everything
ran smoothly. Please read our Sports Day article later in the newsletter for more information on the
performances throughout the day.

We had some special events leading up to the end of term. On Wednesday, 1 April, we were excited to
welcome Heath Sims along with the AFL Premiership Cups to our school. This was a wonderful experience for
our students, staff, and community to see the cup up close and celebrate our love of football.

Additionally, our school participated in World Epilepsy Day on Monday, 30 March, and it was fantastic to see so
much purple being worn in support of epilepsy awareness. Thank you to everyone for getting involved and
showing such strong school spirit.

A friendly reminder that we have a Pupil Free Day on Friday, 1 May (Week 1, Term 2).

As the holidays approach, we wish all our students and families a relaxing and enjoyable break. We look
forward to welcoming everyone back in two weeks, ready for an exciting and energised start to the new term!

Kind regards,

Jess Skeer
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SCHOOL NEWS: SAPSASA Millicent Athletics 

On Tuesday 17 March, nearly 50 Penola Primary School students travelled to Newbery
Park Primary School to participate in the Mid South East SAPSASA District Track & Field
Day, also known as Millicent Athletics. The weather was nice and sunny, creating perfect
conditions for a fantastic day of competition.
As always, our students represented Penola Primary with pride, displaying excellent
sportsmanship and upholding our school values of respect, responsibility and inclusivity.
We also had several outstanding individual achievements, results on next page

Mid South East SAPSASA 
District Track & Field Day
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SCHOOL NEWS: SAPSASA Millicent Athletics Results

12 YEAR GIRLS 2026

EVENT PLACE NAME

100 METRES 1st Aria Lubcke

200 METRES 1st Aria Lubcke

800 METRES 1st Chloe Grosvenor

2nd Laila Raidis

HIGH JUMP 1st Chloe Grosvenor

3rd Sophie Bradley

Long 3rd Chloe Grosvenor

Shot Put 2nd Amy Wooding

Discus 2nd Aria Lubcke

12 YEAR BOYS 2026

EVENT PLACE NAME

SHOT PUT PUT 1st Blake Lowe

DISCUS 1st Blake Lowe

11 YEAR GIRLS 2026

EVENT PLACE NAME

100m 2nd Ella Battye

200m 3rd Bella Owen

800m 2nd Ella Battye

High 2nd Ella Battye

LONG JUMP 1st Zoe Maney

Discus 2nd Ella Battye

11 YEAR BOYS 2026

EVENT PLACE NAME

800 METRES 1st Angus McGregor

High Jump 3rd Angus McGregor

11 YEAR BOYS 2026 cont..

LONG JUMP 1st Angus McGregor

Shot Put 2nd Toby Holden Young

Discus 3rd Harvey Honner

10 YEAR GIRLS 2026

EVENT PLACE NAME

HIGH JUMP 1st Dorothy Clements

10 YEAR BOYS 2026

EVENT PLACE NAME

HIGH JUMP 1st Dylan Grosvenor

Discus 3rd Dylan Grosvenor

9 YEAR GIRLS 2026

EVENT PLACE NAME

100m 2nd Madeleine Haggerty

LONG 2nd McKenzie Marcus

Shot Put 3rd McKenzie Marcus

9 YEAR BOYS 2026

EVENT PLACE NAME

100m 3rd Billy Honner

800 METRES 1st Billy Honner

High Jump 2nd Walter Vaughan

3rd Billy Honner

Long Jump 2nd Billy Honner

DISCUS 1st Walter Vaughan

8 YEAR GIRLS 2026

EVENT PLACE NAME

800m 3rd Florence Toohey
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SCHOOL NEWS: Sports Day 2026
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SCHOOL NEWS: Sports Day 2026 cont...
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SCHOOL NEWS: Sports Day 2026 cont...
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SCHOOL NEWS: World Epilepsy Day - Purple Day

WORLD EPILEPSY DAY
PURPLE DAY
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SCHOOL NEWS: AFL Premiership Trophies Visit

SANFL, AFL & AFLW 
PREMIERSHIP TROPHIES VISIT 

On Monday, 1 April, Penola Primary School was delighted to welcome the SANFL Premiership Trophy, together with
the AFL and AFLW Premiership Cups, as part of the AFL Gather Round Community Footy Roadshow.
All students and staff had the wonderful opportunity to see these iconic trophies up close. The visit brought the
excitement of Australian football directly to our school, inspiring students and celebrating the strong sporting spirit
of our community.
We extend our heartfelt thanks to the AFL Gather Round Community Footy Roadshow team for choosing Penola
Primary School as one of their stops. It was a memorable experience for everyone involved.
Thank you for visiting our school!
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SCHOOL NEWS: SAPSASA

SAPSASA

SWIMMING

SOFTBALL

On Monday 23 March, six of our talented students had the honour
of representing the Mid South East district at the SAPSASA
Swimming event, supported by our wonderful coach, Mrs Mac.
Our swimmers displayed fantastic effort and sportsmanship,
achieving an outstanding 2nd place finish in their division—a
wonderful achievement and a testament to their dedication.
Meanwhile, across three days, both our boys’ and girls’ teams
proudly took part in the SAPSASA Softball competitions, also
representing Mid South East. All students played exceptionally
well, demonstrating excellent teamwork, determination, and a
positive attitude throughout the event.
A huge thank you to our coaches as well as the parents who
supported and encouraged our teams over these competitions.
Your involvement is greatly appreciated.
Congratulations to everyone involved in these SAPSASA events.
The school community is very proud of your achievements!
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SCHOOL NEWS: Year 2/3 Naracoorte Caves Camp
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SCHOOL NEWS: SWIM CARNIVAL

SWIM CARNIVAL
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Contact Us: 
Principal: Sam Currie  sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au 

Curriculum, Pedagogy and Wellbeing Senior Leader: Jess Skeer

Governing Council Chairperson: Matthew McGregor 

Penola SA 5277

Phone: 08 87372300

Fax: 08 87372877

Email: dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Website: http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au

11 Riddoch Street

 

CANTEEN NEWS: 
Canteen Manager: Maryke Van der Merwe 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Important dates for Term 2, 2026 

1st May - Pupil Free Day
8  June - Kings Birthdayth

A special thank you goes out to our dedicated canteen volunteers for their hard work
and support throughout Term 1. Your commitment and effort are invaluable to our
school community, ensuring our students have access to healthy and delicious options.

We are looking forward to Term 2, with plenty of exciting things planned for the
canteen. Stay tuned for more updates.

Thank you once again for your ongoing support and involvement. We couldn’t do it
without you.
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29/6 30/6 1/7 2/7 3/7

22/6 23/6 24/6 25/6 26/6

15/6 16/6 17/6 18/6 19/6

8/6 9/6 10/6 11/6 12/6

1/6 2/6 3/6 4/6 5/6

25/5 26/5 27/5 28/5 29/5

18/5 19/5 20/5 21/5 22/5

11/5 12/5 13/5 14/5 15/5

4/5 5/5 6/5 7/5 8/5

27/4 28/4 29/4 30/4 1/5

KINGS
BIRTHDAY

PUPIL FREE
DAY

Cross Country

PCAF-Down the
Lane (Sunday)

Millicent Gala Day
(Sunday)
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Community News: 

Auskick & Net Set Go Registrations Now Open!

We’re excited to announce that registrations are now open for Auskick and Net Set Go
at Penola.

Auskick is open to children aged 4–7
Starts: Thursday, 30 April at 4:30pm

Runs for 10 weeks in Term 2
Contact: Brad Maney | 0488 368 340

Register here: https://www.playhq.com/.../penola-fc.../66e7180a/register...

Net Set Go is open to children aged 5–10
Starts: Thursday, 30 April at 3:45pm

Runs for 10 weeks in Term 2
Contact: Meg Redman | 0407 740 034

Register here: https://www.playhq.com/netball-australia/register/7287f0
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