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LEADERSHIP 
Principal: Sam Currie

Hi Families,

Term 2 has started incredibly well, with our students representing our school and getting out into
the community in numerous ways. Over 40 students participated in Naracoorte Cross-Country last
week, with some outstanding results. We have had students from all classes out in the community
working on their Learning Expeditions, and we have also welcomed many visitors into the school to
work with classes.

Penola Coonawarra Arts Festival – PPS Exhibition
We would like to extend our sincere thanks to all families and community members who joined us
for the opening of our Arts Exhibition at Raidis Estate earlier this week. It was wonderful to see so
many familiar faces and to witness the proud smiles of our Penola Primary School students as they
showcased their creative talents.

Our students have worked incredibly hard on their artworks, and the enthusiasm and pride on their
faces as they showed their families their pieces was very pleasing to see. This event continues to be
a fantastic celebration for our school community, demonstrating the strength and support that
make our school so special.

We would also like to acknowledge our School Presidents for their wonderful job as MCs, and our
SRC representatives who spoke so confidently about their classwork. Your leadership and
commitment added a personal touch to the evening and were greatly appreciated.

For those who missed the opening or would like to enjoy the exhibition again, our students’ art will
remain on display for the remainder of the weekend during Raidis Estate’s opening hours. We invite
everyone to visit and appreciate the outstanding work produced by our young artists.

A heartfelt thank you to the dedicated team at Raidis Estate for hosting us and for their support in
making this event possible. It is such a great venue and we are grateful for their generosity and
partnership.
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School Uniform Policy Update
We are pleased to inform our school community that staff and the Governing Council have recently
reviewed and updated the School Dress Code and Uniform Policy. This process has ensured that
our policy is current, practical, and continues to support the values and expectations of Penola
Primary School.

A school uniform plays a significant role within our school and local community. It fosters a sense
of belonging, promotes equality, and contributes to a positive school identity. Uniforms help
students focus on their learning, minimise distractions, and ensure everyone feels part of our
cohesive school environment.

The updated policy is attached to this newsletter for your convenience and will also be available on
our school website in the coming weeks. We encourage all families to read the policy carefully and
familiarise themselves with the guidelines.

Teachers will be going through the School Dress Code and Uniform Policy with their classes during
Weeks 4 and 5. This will be a valuable opportunity for students to review the expectations and
understand the importance of our uniform.
Thank you for your continued support in maintaining our school's high standards and strong sense
of community.

Student Arrival Times and Duty of Care
We would like to remind families about the importance of students arriving at school at the
appropriate time each morning. Our duty of care for students officially begins at 8:30am, when
staff are present and supervision is in place.

For the safety and wellbeing of all children, we ask that students do not arrive before 8:30am.
Early arrivals cannot be supervised, which means the school cannot adequately ensure their safety
prior to this time.

We kindly ask parents and carers to support us by following these guidelines and ensuring that
drop-off times align with our supervised hours.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in keeping our students safe.

Thank you.

Sam Currie



Today, we recognize and celebrate an incredible milestone—Mr Sam McDougall’s 10 years of dedicated service
at Penola Primary School. As we mark this occasion, we also say a fond farewell to a valued teacher, leader, and
colleague whose impact will be long-lasting.

For his first 8–9 years at Penola Primary, Sam inspired students as a dedicated classroom teacher. Known
affectionately as 'Mr Mac', he brought learning to life with creativity, curiosity, and plenty of humour—often
including a healthy dose of dad jokes. His classes were filled with laughter, fostering warmth and genuine
connections with every student.

Beyond his sense of humour, Sam brought a calm and empathetic presence to our school. He supported
students through challenging times, offered guidance to colleagues, and met with families with compassion and
understanding. These qualities, combined with his outstanding skills as an educator, made him truly
exceptional.

Within the classroom, Sam consistently demonstrated best practice by employing a variety of teaching
strategies to meet the needs of each student. His strong subject knowledge and engaging lessons ensured
every student was both included and challenged. His data-driven approach allowed him to identify learning
needs and tailor his teaching for the best outcomes. Many of us have been inspired by his skilled conferencing
in writing, his effective questioning techniques, and his feedback that encouraged students in a supportive
manner.

Two years ago, Sam accepted the role of senior leader, earning the respect and admiration of our whole
community. I still recall receiving a call from a parent after announcing his new role in the newsletter. The
parent said (with some colourful language removed): “I know he deserves this opportunity, and he’ll be great,
but it isn’t fair! I’ve waited six years for my child to have Mr Mac as a teacher and now they miss out.” It was a
backhanded compliment, but it spoke volumes about the high regard in which he is held.
In his leadership role, Sam continued to support our school with commitment, mentoring staff, advising
families, and providing reassurance to students. He initiated many positive changes that will benefit Penola
Primary for years to come.

As Sam moves into his new appointment as Principal at Millicent North, we are confident he will bring the same
dedication, kindness, and excellence to his new community. Penola Primary has been fortunate to have him for
this time, and we know he will continue to thrive and inspire as a leader.

Sam, thank you for your unwavering commitment, your compassion, and your open heart. We wish you every
success in your new journey—you will always be part of the Penola Primary family.
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Farewell and Congratulations: 
Sam McDougall Celebrates 10
Years at Penola Primary School



This year marks an extraordinary milestone in our education community—Tony O’Connell is
celebrating 50 years of service to education. Half a century ago, Tony began a career dedicated
to enriching countless lives and supporting students, families, and colleagues across our schools.

To appreciate just how remarkable this journey is, let’s take a moment to look back to 1976—the
year Tony’s teaching career began. Australia was led by Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser, a period
of significant social and economic change. The nation cheered on its athletes at the Montreal
Olympics, while sporting legends like Dennis Lillee inspired the next generation. On the music
scene, ABBA topped the charts with “Dancing Queen,” and hits from the Eagles, Fleetwood Mac,
and John Farnham filled the airwaves.

In schools, technology was very different: chalkboards and overhead projectors were considered
state-of-the-art. Petrol cost just 18–20 cents per litre, milk was about 25–30 cents per litre, and
homes were being sold for $15,000. Even the Collingwood Football Club, known for its proud
history, finished last in the league—a rare event noted in sporting circles.

Across five decades, Tony has willingly embraced and adapted to immense change—introducing
new curricula, integrating innovative technologies, and building fresh ways to connect with and
support students and families. While many of us haven’t worked alongside Tony for the full fifty
years, countless stories make it clear: through every transformation, Tony has demonstrated
exceptional commitment, care, and enthusiasm—in the classroom, on the sports fields, and
throughout the school community.

Achieving fifty years of service is an outstanding testament to endurance, adaptability, and
passion for education and for making a lasting difference in the lives of others. Today, we honour
Tony’s profound impact on students, staff, families, and our entire community. We thank him for
his wisdom, his relentless commitment, and his ongoing belief in the transformative power of
education.

Congratulations, Tony, on your remarkable achievement—and thank you for inspiring all of us.
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Celebrating 50 Years of
Dedication: Tony O’Connell’s

Remarkable Journey in Education



JP Big Day Out!JP Big Day Out!

On April 9  the students in the Junior Primary had their Big Day Out and it was
fantastic! We had Louise from Bush Buddies visit us in the morning and she
brought in some native animals for us to hold - if we were brave enough! We were
lucky enough to get to meet a diamond python, a stumpy tail lizard, a crocodile, a
squirrel glider and a glossy black cockatoo. We learnt lots of information about
looking after the animals and where they live in Australia. 

th

SCHOOL NEWS: Junior Primary Big Day Out
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Then we went on a bus to Mount Gambier
and the Valley Lakes playground for lunch
and after that we went to see the Super
Mario Galaxy movie and enjoyed popcorn or
an icecream. We loved it! 

SCHOOL NEWS: Junior Primary Big Day Out
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Whimsical Animals
Year 2/3

The Year 2/3 class has been busy creating art for the school’s Arts Festival
Art Exhibition. To create our artworks, we used coloured paper and shapes,
layering them to add texture to our animals. We hope everyone enjoys
viewing our school’s Art Exhibition at Raidis Estate this weekend.
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SAPSASA Cross Country

It was a cold and woolly day at Naracoorte,
with 43 students participating in the cross
country event. We had lots of success
throughout the day, with Billy Honner
finishing in 1st place in the 9-year-old boys
division and Angus McGregor placing 2nd in
the 11-year-old boys division.
Ella finished 6th in the 11-year-old girls
division, and we also had top 20 finishes
from McKenzie, Phoebe, Max, Charlie,
Fletcher, Laila, and Sophie B. A big thank you
to the staff for supporting the day and
cheering on our students!
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SAPSASA MOUNTAIN BIKE
TEAMS CHAMPIONSHIPS

Last week, Penola entered its very first team into the 2026 SAPSASA Mountain Bike Teams
Championships. Levi, Hunter, and Jack represented Penola with skill, determination, persistence
and teamwork. Their commitment and sportsmanship were exemplary throughout the event.

The boys finished 12th out of 97 teams, which is an outstanding achievement for Penola’s first
team event in this competition. Well done, boys—you should all be extremely proud!
A big thank you to the families for your support and coaching. This result truly highlights what
can be achieved with dedication and community spirit.

Congratulations, Penola!



 

CANTEEN NEWS: 
Canteen Manager: Maryke Van der Merwe 

Exciting News: The Canteen Restaurant Experience is Returning!

Canteen Duty
FRIDAY,  22  May - Karly Honnernd

FRIDAY, 29  May -  April Possinghamth

FRIDAY, 5  June - Isabella Heysenth

FRIDAY, 12  June - Anna McGregorth
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Contact Us: 
Principal: Sam Currie  sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au 

Curriculum, Pedagogy and Wellbeing Senior Leader: Jess Skeer

Governing Council Chairperson: Matthew McGregor 

Penola SA 5277

Phone: 08 87372300

Fax: 08 87372877

Email: dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Website: http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au

11 Riddoch Street

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Important dates for Term 2, 2026 

1st May - Pupil Free Day
8  June - Kings Birthdayth

We are thrilled to announce that our much-loved
student-run restaurant will be back and operating
in Weeks 6, 7, and 8 this term—and this year, it will
be known as the Dig In Diner!

In previous years, this restaurant initiative has
been a fantastic success, providing students with
invaluable opportunities to develop hospitality
skills and gain real-world experience in a vibrant
dining setting. Each year, the restaurant experience
has offered many students their very first taste of
working in the hospitality industry, while also
giving our students a wonderful dining experience.

Preparations are well underway, and we are
excited to see our students once again showcase
their talents and dedication.
We look forward to welcoming our students to the
Dig In Diner!

mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au/


 
 Term 2 2026 Calendar
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10
29/6 30/6 1/7 2/7 3/7

22/6 23/6 24/6 25/6 26/6

15/6 16/6 17/6 18/6 19/6

8/6 9/6 10/6 11/6 12/6

1/6 2/6 3/6 4/6 5/6

25/5 26/5 27/5 28/5 29/5

18/5 19/5 20/5 21/5 22/5

11/5 12/5 13/5 14/5 15/5

4/5 5/5 6/5 7/5 8/5

27/4 28/4 29/4 30/4 1/5

KINGS
BIRTHDAY

PUPIL FREE
DAY

Cross Country

PCAF-Down the
Lane (Sunday)

Millicent Gala Day
(Sunday)

Assembly - 2/3

Assembly - JP

Assembly Art Exhibition
Opening Night

PHS Taster PHS Taster

Disco / JP Games

Sporting Schools
Basketball

Sporting Schools
Basketball

Sporting Schools
Basketball

SAPSASA Boys
Football

SAPSASA  Netball

Year 5/6 Tree
Planting

Adelaide Cross
Country

Year 6 Wood
Fundraiser
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School Information: Dress and Uniform Policy Update
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Community News: Dress and Uniform Policy Update
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