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LEADERSHIP 
Principal: Sam Currie

Hi Families,

The last three weeks have once again provided some amazing opportunities for our students to
engage in extra-curricular activities, including Gala Day, excursions, basketball coaching sessions
with the Mount Gambier Pioneers, and after-school basketball games for our Year 2–6 students.
I’ve thoroughly enjoyed attending the after-school basketball sessions this year and am very
impressed with the way the students are working together as a team—passing incredibly well and
encouraging each other. We are seeing first-hand some of our school-wide dispositions in action,
such as resilience, persistence, and empathy, which is fantastic to witness.

Volunteers Week

Volunteers Week is a wonderful opportunity for the Penola Primary School community to
recognise and celebrate the invaluable contributions made by our Families and Friends group,
Governing Council members, and all other volunteers who generously offer their time and skills. It
was great to see some of our volunteers able to attend our celebration on Tuesday night, where
we provided food and drinks to thank them for their tireless work and commitment to our school.

Leadership and staff deeply value the support provided by our volunteers, whose efforts enrich
our school environment and make a real difference to our students. Whether it’s organising
events, helping in the classroom, supporting sporting teams, assisting with excursions, or
contributing to fundraising activities, every act of volunteering strengthens our school community.

Volunteering at Penola Primary School is not only beneficial for our students and staff, but also a
positive and rewarding experience for families. It offers a chance to connect more closely with the
school, build relationships, and become involved in meaningful ways that support children’s
learning and well-being. If you are interested in volunteering in any capacity, please contact the
school, our Governing Council Chair, or the Families and Friends Chair. We welcome all levels of
involvement and would love to have you join our vibrant and supportive volunteer community.
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Reading Goals

Goal-setting in reading is a crucial practice at Penola Primary School, as it creates agency by
empowering our students to take ownership of their learning and fosters a positive reading
culture. When students set clear, achievable reading goals in partnership with their teacher, they
develop a sense of purpose and motivation, which has a significant impact on both their
engagement and achievement. By regularly reflecting on their progress, students build essential
skills such as self-regulation and resilience, contributing to improved literacy outcomes across all
year levels.

At Penola Primary School, we support this process by sharing reading goals with families twice a
term via Seesaw (Week 2 and Week 7). This ongoing communication provides families with
tangible ways to support their child’s learning at home, strengthening the partnership between
school and home. We encourage families to respond to these Seesaw messages, letting teachers
know how they are engaging with their child’s reading goals. Your feedback helps us ensure the
time our teachers invest in sharing these goals is valuable, and together, we can celebrate your
child’s progress and success.

Term 2 Interviews

In Week 9, we will be holding our second round of parent/teacher interviews for the school year.
The purpose of these meetings is for your child to share their learning, discuss their goals for the
second half of the year, and review their current progress. At the end of the meeting, you will
receive their mid-year report. The interview time frame for our school this year is between
Monday, 22 June (beginning Week 9), and Friday, 26 June (end of Week 9). Teachers will send out
booking information early next week. If you are unavailable to attend during any of the listed
times, please contact your classroom teacher to arrange an alternative time.

Thank you.

Sam Currie
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Farm to Fork: 
Planting Seeds in Our Classroom Garden

As part of our ‘Farm to Fork’ learning expedition, Foundation and Year 1 students are beginning their own mini-
garden by planting seeds in recycled egg cartons. This hands-on activity supports children to understand where
food comes from and the basics of plant growth. Students will observe how seeds change over time, learn about
the needs of living things, and develop responsibility by caring for their plants each day. The process is clearly
structured and inclusive, so every child can participate and succeed. Through this, we encourage curiosity,
respect for the environment, and a deeper appreciation of the journey food takes from the farm to our tables.

We were delighted to welcome Simone from ‘George the Farmer’ as a special guest in our classroom. During her
engaging visit, Simone shared real-life stories, photos, and activities to help students understand what happens on
Australian farms and why they are so important in our community. The session was interactive, structured, and
designed for all children to take part—helping to bring our Farm to Fork unit to life. This visit supported our
systems learning by making connections between what we grow in our classroom garden and the larger systems at
work in Australian agriculture. Thank you, Simone, for inspiring the next generation of curious, informed learners!

Special Visit from ‘George the Farmer’:
Learning About Life on Farms
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Technologies
Building Understanding Through Cup Towers:

Foundation/Year 1 Technologies
This term, our Foundation and Year 1 students will be using everyday materials—like plastic cups—to explore
systems in technologies. By creating towers, children will learn about structure, balance, and simple design systems
in a supportive and structured environment. Each activity follows clear steps, building on prior knowledge and
encouraging teamwork, creativity, and problem-solving. This hands-on approach makes learning explicit and
inclusive, ensuring every child is supported to develop foundational STEM concepts in line with the Australian
Curriculum. Through these experiences, students will gain confidence in thinking systematically and working together
to achieve success.

Hardware
Exploring How Things Work: Tinkering with

Hardware in Foundation/Year 1
This term, our Foundation and Year 1 students are
engaging in hands-on exploration by carefully tinkering
with simple hardware—such as old keyboards, clocks, or
toys—under close supervision. Through structured and
supported activities, children learn to identify and name
different parts, observe how hardware components fit
together, and discover basic technological systems. Every
session is designed to be safe, logical, and accessible for
all learners, developing fine motor skills and curiosity
about how everyday objects work. These experiences
build foundational knowledge in technologies, encourage
problem solving, and foster an inclusive and collaborative
learning environment, helping each child gain confidence
and a sense of discovery.
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Year 5/6 students wrote about the theme DISCOVER within the Australian context. The students’
writing was strong, demonstrating good flow and rhythm. Students readily accepted feedback
and produced high-quality, creative pieces. 

Students had the option to enter their writing into an Australian-themed writing competition,
which is part of the Penola Coonawarra Arts Festival. The competition was open to all students
enrolled in educational institutions across Australia. 

Tilly Jackson’s writing, ‘Australian Seasons’, received a Highly Commended award. 

Keziah Poynter’s piece, ‘The Country Life’, was awarded 2nd place. 

Victoria Haggerty’s work, ‘The Australian Land’, received 1st place. 

Year 5/6 Discover Writing 

Below are the three awarded pieces of writing for you to enjoy.
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Australian Seasons 
 
The stifling air of summer hits my face like a beach ball to the head, the sun
bites my skin, and I instantly regret not putting on sunscreen. The electric
blue water looks alive and fresh. Cold salty seawater feels refreshing on my
skin, my cousins and I fight against the waves on our paddle boards. Flowers
droop as they stare sadly at the ground. The barbecue sizzles loudly, the
familiar scent drawing me closer. My watering mouth desires some sausages
in bread. The deep red earth shimmers with heat, my eyes fill with and
overdose of sunlight. Harsh and extreme weather is incredibly alive as the
kangaroos hop on by. Animals parched, looking for a place to drink. 
 
The golden leaves crunch beneath my feet, the sound satisfying my ears. The
cool breeze brushes against my skin, it’s much better than the stiff and awful
heat of summer. The once lush and green trees, now turned into a dazzling
array of orange. Chilly air wraps around my body. I watch the echidnas skuttle
through the undergrowth, searching for refuge. The crispy vibrant colours of
red and orange leaves fills my eyes with beauty. The clear night sky, perfect
for star gazing. The bonfire crackles and we roast marshmallows in the misty
air. 
 
My teeth grind together as I step outside. The cold grips my neck and it nips
against my body, hairs standing on end. No more crunchy leaves or summer
days full of swimming, just frigid air and thick clothes. The sky is dull and
cloudy with rain pouring relentlessly. The gloomy weather influencing my
mood, making me want to retreat to my blankets. The fire glows warmly as
my cat purrs relentlessly against my chest. 
 
Blooming flowers begin to spring up from their slumber. Roses fill the air with
heavy perfumes; nature is having its glow-up. The sun looks brighter, grasses
and crops grow quicker, and days grow noticeably longer. Snakes slither out
of burrows ready to bite and birds ready to swoop, my face sun drenched as I
wake up for another day. A breeze warms my body, and the sun kisses my
skin. 
 
By Tilly Jackson 
(Highly Commended) 
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The Country Life 
 
When the morning arrives, I wake up to the sweet sounds of birds chirping,
kookaburras laughing, and cockatoos flying in flocks under the bright blue
Australian sky. I then prepare for a nice walk in the bushlands. As I walk, I
embrace the rays of beautiful, glimmering sunshine piercing through the tall,
swaying gum trees. The sunlight lands right on me. 
 
As I keep walking, I hear the dried-up gum leaves crunching under my boots,
making music only the bush would know. On my way back home, I discover
some little wombat holes—a wombat even comes out to say good morning!
I’m about to cross the road back home, but a group of kangaroos stops me in
my tracks. Eventually, they hop along down the road and I cross safely to get
back home. 
 
At lunchtime, I drive down to the bakery in my dusty orange ute to grab a
classic meat pie with tomato sauce. As they're prepping this delicious, hot,
heavenly goodness of a pastry, my mouth is watering just thinking of that first
bite. The pie’s finally ready for me to eat, and I’m ecstatic! The hot meat pie
enters my mouth and I feel like I’m in a whole other world. Eventually, I finish
it and wipe my saucy mouth with a napkin. I say thank you and head out the
creaky door. As I get back to the farm, I realise that it’s time to shear the
sheep. So, I get my gear and my dog rounds the sheep up for me. Once that’s
done, I go have a small sit-down and a drink. Five minutes go by, so I hop out
of my scratched-up garden chair to get back to work. 
 
It’s now dinnertime. My father is cooking us some delicious lamb chops with
vegetables and gravy. We all sit down and start eating. I have two smaller
chops with extra gravy. Dad has one big chop with only some gravy. I’m now
completely stuffed from the goodness of Dad’s cooking skills. I thank my dad
for the food and head to my room to get ready for bed. I finish getting ready
and say goodnight to Dad. I finally drift off into a gentle, comforting slumber. 
 
Keziah Poynter 
(Award – 2nd Place) 
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The Australian Land 
 
Twinkling dots spark me with delight as I dance through the astonishing
light. The moon settles on the lake as the owls finally awake. I glimpse the
azure, blue sky and the blazing sun we adore. The breeze rustles through
the trees as the howling wind means so much to me. Footprints scatter
across the land as I feel the warm hot sand. Far off sunset orange and gold,
around the campfire stories are told. The dull sunlight disappears in the
horizon as I fall asleep to the dreams of Australia. 
 
The sunburnt country where the red earth bleeds into a scorching, pit less
blue sky. Millions of shrubs have grown throughout the years as the red
dust finally clears. As I dance with the trailing dust, the footprints
disappear and harm the Australia dirt. The wind howls and the wildlife feet
pound. The tall trees are waving as they watch strongly like a statue. As the
Australian seasons get hotter all the parched animals gather at the
billabongs to drink. 
 
The leaves swish with anger like they're in a screaming tornado. The red
dust is harmed as the rain comes pouring down. All I can imagine is it
looking like shiny sparkles pouring down afar. The thunder booms violently
with power and the wildlife rushes to caves with marks from years ago. It
hails with anger as then the rain gets softer. When the rain finally stops the
sun is shining bright with happiness. The animals awake from the loud
booming. As the red sand gets warm, I lay thinking of more. 
 
A sound gets stuck in my head as the Australian dirt gets more red. The sun
is beaming like a blaming hot flame. The kangaroo's feet, the shuffling of
echidnas... the soft wallabies and the dancing of shadows are calming and
sweet. Australia is big and beautiful... The red dirt, the blazing hot sun and
the calls of animals are coiling around humans. Come to the amazing place
with trailing footprints and Australian landscapes with many things to
enjoy. A bright place that is a bundle of happiness with heaps of wonderous
things to do and see. 
 
Victoria Haggerty 
(Award – 1st place) 
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Rookie captain Luna Roo leaves nothing on the pitch as she leads FC Outback in a
thrilling face-off against Bush United. Faced with a spider goalkeeper, snakes in attack
and bubbling nerves, Luna must trust her skills and her teammates to soar to victory.



SPORTING SCHOOLS BASKETBALL

Kelsey Rees, Lucas Gordon, Alex Mudronja, Grace Champion and Elijah-Taye from the
Mount Gambier Pioneers came to our school to run three basketball clinics with us.

The basketball skills we learnt were: bouncing, shooting, stealing the ball, and keeping our
eyes up. These sessions were fun and engaging, and we enjoyed learning these new skills.
During each clinic, the Pioneers players demonstrated different techniques and provided

opportunities for us to practise through a variety of drills and activities.

SCHOOL NEWS: Sporting Schools Basketball
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The Penola Coonawarra Arts Festival kicked off in style at Raidis Estate,
with Presidents Amy Wooding and Blake Lowe hosting a vibrant
opening event. It was fantastic to see a range of artistic skills displayed
by participants, reflecting the creativity and spirit of our local
community. Thank you to everyone who attended and helped make this
celebration a success.
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SCHOOL NEWS:  Penola Coonarra Arts Festival Art Exhibition
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SCHOOL NEWS:  Penola Coonarra Arts Festival Art Exhibition
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Engineering challenges.

Challenge # 1
Build a structure with one cube as the base. Yes, just one cube

Build a structure using the materials provided that meets specified criteria.

Challenge # 2
Using any size base, build the tallest possible structure

Challenge # 3
Feats of Balance. Make something stick out in an impressive way!
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SCHOOL NEWS: STEM cont...

Engineering challenges.

Build a structure using the materials provided that meets specified criteria.

Challenge # 5
Build a pattern. It can be a pattern in number,

colour or type of material.

Challenge # 4
What can you build with just one cup as the base?



SCHOOL NEWS: Japanese
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Japanese
Learning another language has lots of benefits, including getting to know the function and
systems of English! In class, we often compare parts of speech by conjugating verbs and
categorising nouns- learnings that feed into student understanding of English literacy as well
as Japanese. 
 
In Japanese this term, many students are focusing on learning adjectives. In Years 5 and 6, we
are describing local places, thinking about the features of home. Years 2/3/4 are turning their
heads to the skies and using song to describe the weather while learning about the different
seasonal climates across the hemispheres. Meanwhile, F1s are creating bilingual texts to
identify nature nouns, using gesture to help them sequence words and recall pronunciation. 
 
While sadly we haven't got any photos this time, check out this picture of the world map and
ask your learner to identify some countries they know. Ask them- where are we now? Where
would you like to learn about next?
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SCHOOL NEWS: Millicent Gala Day

Millicent Gala Day Success
On Sunday, 31st May 2026, Penola Primary School participated with enthusiasm in the annual Millicent Gala Day.
Our students demonstrated excellent sportsmanship, determination and teamwork in every event.

We congratulate our netball teams, who won both the Senior and Junior competitions—an outstanding
achievement! This year, Penola Primary had two senior teams and one junior team competing, with all teams
showing impressive effort and skill. Our football team also performed strongly, finishing third overall.

These wonderful results were made possible by the dedication of our coaches. Thank you to Kym Wilson, Monique
Maney, and Dya Aulukh for coaching the netball teams, and to George Kidman for coaching the football team.

A very special thank you to all the parents and families who volunteered in various roles throughout the day. Your
support greatly contributed to the event’s success.

Congratulations to all our students, and thank you to our whole school community for your enthusiasm and hard
work. Well done, everyone!



We are delighted to announce the successful launch of our new school restaurant, Dig In Diner!
This exciting initiative officially began this week, with the Year 2/3 class dining yesterday and the
Year 3/4 class enjoying their meal today. It has been wonderful to witness our students’
excitement and enthusiasm as they experienced restaurant dining right here at school.

The students were treated to a delicious meal in a welcoming and vibrant atmosphere. Sitting
down to their pre-ordered meals, smiles were seen all around as everyone enjoyed the food and
celebrated this new dining adventure. The feedback has been fantastic, with many students
mentioning how much they loved the meals and the chance to experience something different.

A special thank you must go to our dedicated Year 6 students, who are responsible for running
Dig In Diner. From supporting behind the scenes to ensuring the smooth operation of the
restaurant, their professionalism and teamwork have been truly impressive. This project is not
only about great food, but also about developing valuable life skills and fostering school spirit.

Thank you to everyone who has helped bring Dig In Diner to life. We look forward to welcoming
each class over the coming weeks and making more wonderful memories as part of this unique
initiative.
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SCHOOL NEWS: Dig in Diner

Dig In Diner
Opens Its Doors
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SCHOOL NEWS: Dig in Diner cont..



 

CANTEEN NEWS: 
Canteen Manager: Maryke Van der Merwe 

Restaurant Experience a Success

Canteen Duty
FRIDAY, 12  June - Anna McGregorth

FRIDAY, 19  June - Amy Hillth

FRIDAY, 26  June - Meg Redmanth

FRIDAY, 3  July - Tracey Lamontrd
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Contact Us: 
Principal: Sam Currie  sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au 

Curriculum, Pedagogy and Wellbeing Senior Leader: Jess Skeer

Governing Council Chairperson: Matthew McGregor 

Penola SA 5277

Phone: 08 87372300

Fax: 08 87372877

Email: dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Website: http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au

11 Riddoch Street

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Important dates for Term 2, 2026 

8  June - Kings Birthdayth

This week, students were treated to something
special with the launch of Dig In Diner. 

Thanks to Maryke, everyone enjoyed a
delicious meal in a unique restaurant setting.
Year 6 students also did a fantastic job
preparing and serving meals, making the
restaurant run smoothly.

It was a great chance for students to share a
meal, try something new, and be part of a fun
dining event at school. 

Thank you to Maryke, our helpers, and all
involved for making Dig In Diner such a
memorable experience!
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 Term 2 2026 Calendar
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8

9

10
29/6 30/6 1/7 2/7 3/7

22/6 23/6 24/6 25/6 26/6

15/6 16/6 17/6 18/6 19/6

8/6 9/6 10/6 11/6 12/6

1/6 2/6 3/6 4/6 5/6

25/5 26/5 27/5 28/5 29/5

18/5 19/5 20/5 21/5 22/5

11/5 12/5 13/5 14/5 15/5

4/5 5/5 6/5 7/5 8/5

27/4 28/4 29/4 30/4 1/5

KINGS
BIRTHDAY

PUPIL FREE
DAY

Cross Country

PCAF-Down the
Lane (Sunday)

Millicent Gala Day
(Sunday)

Assembly - 2/3

Assembly - JP

Assembly Art Exhibition
Opening Night

PHS Taster PHS Taster

Disco / JP Games

Sporting Schools
Basketball

Sporting Schools
Basketball

Sporting Schools
Basketball

SAPSASA Boys
Football

SAPSASA  Netball

Year 5/6 Tree
Planting

Adelaide Cross
Country

Year 6 Wood
Fundraiser
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