Friday, 5th June 2026: Issue 6

Hi Families,

The last three weeks have once again provided some amazing opportunities for our students to
engage in extra-curricular activities, including Gala Day, excursions, basketball coaching sessions
with the Mount Gambier Pioneers, and after-school basketball games for our Year 2—6 students.
I've thoroughly enjoyed attending the after-school basketball sessions this year and am very
impressed with the way the students are working together as a team—passing incredibly well and
encouraging each other. We are seeing first-hand some of our school-wide dispositions in action,
such as resilience, persistence, and empathy, which is fantastic to witness.

Volunteers Week

Volunteers Week is a wonderful opportunity for the Penola Primary School community to
recognise and celebrate the invaluable contributions made by our Families and Friends group,
Governing Council members, and all other volunteers who generously offer their time and skills. It
was great to see some of our volunteers able to attend our celebration on Tuesday night, where
we provided food and drinks to thank them for their tireless work and commitment to our school.

Leadership and staff deeply value the support provided by our volunteers, whose efforts enrich
our school environment and make a real difference to our students. Whether it’s organising
events, helping in the classroom, supporting sporting teams, assisting with excursions, or
contributing to fundraising activities, every act of volunteering strengthens our school community.

Volunteering at Penola Primary School is not only beneficial for our students and staff, but also a
positive and rewarding experience for families. It offers a chance to connect more closely with the
school, build relationships, and become involved in meaningful ways that support children’s
learning and well-being. If you are interested in volunteering in any capacity, please contact the
school, our Governing Council Chair, or the Families and Friends Chair. We welcome all levels of
involvement and would love to have you join our vibrant and supportive volunteer community.



Reading Goals

Goal-setting in reading is a crucial practice at Penola Primary School, as it creates agency by
empowering our students to take ownership of their learning and fosters a positive reading
culture. When students set clear, achievable reading goals in partnership with their teacher, they
develop a sense of purpose and motivation, which has a significant impact on both their
engagement and achievement. By regularly reflecting on their progress, students build essential
skills such as self-regulation and resilience, contributing to improved literacy outcomes across all
year levels.

At Penola Primary School, we support this process by sharing reading goals with families twice a
term via Seesaw (Week 2 and Week 7). This ongoing communication provides families with
tangible ways to support their child’s learning at home, strengthening the partnership between
school and home. We encourage families to respond to these Seesaw messages, letting teachers
know how they are engaging with their child’s reading goals. Your feedback helps us ensure the
time our teachers invest in sharing these goals is valuable, and together, we can celebrate your
child’s progress and success.

Term 2 Interviews

In Week 9, we will be holding our second round of parent/teacher interviews for the school year.
The purpose of these meetings is for your child to share their learning, discuss their goals for the
second half of the year, and review their current progress. At the end of the meeting, you will
receive their mid-year report. The interview time frame for our school this year is between
Monday, 22 June (beginning Week 9), and Friday, 26 June (end of Week 9). Teachers will send out
booking information early next week. If you are unavailable to attend during any of the listed
times, please contact your classroom teacher to arrange an alternative time.

Thank you.

Sam Currie
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Rookie captain Luna Roo leaves nothing on the pitch as she leads FC Outback in a
thrilling face-off against Bush United. Faced with a spider goalkeeper, snakes in attack
and bubbling nerves, Luna must trust her skills and her teammates to soar to v'\cTory.



SPORTING SGHOOLS BASKETBALL

Kelsey Rees, Lucas Gordon, Alex Mudronja, Grace Champion and Elijah-Taye from the
Mount Gambier Pioneers came to our school to run three basketball clinics with us.
The basketball skills we learnt were: bouncing, shooting, stealing the ball, and keeping our
eyes up. These sessions were fun and engaging, and we enjoyed learning these new skills.
During each clinic, the Pioneers players demonstrated different techniques and provided
opportunities for us to practise through a variety of drills and activities.
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Penola Coonawarra Arts Festival
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Penola Coonawarra Arts Festival
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Restaurant Experience a Success

This week, students were treated to something
special with the launch of Dig In Diner.

Thanks to Maryke, everyone enjoyed a
delicious meal in a unique restaurant setting.
Year 6 students also did a fantastic job
preparing and serving meals, making the
restaurant run smoothly.

It was a great chance for students to share a

meal, try something new, and be part of a fun Canteen DUtV

dining event at school. FRIDAY, 12" June - Anna McGregor
FRIDAY, 19" June - Amy Hill
FRIDAY, 26" June - Meg Redman

Thank you to Maryke, our helpers, and all
FRIDAY, 3" July - Tracey Lamont

involved for making Dig In Diner such a
memorable experience!

8" June - Kings Birthday

11 Riddoch Street

Contact Us: Penola SA 5277

08 87372300
Sam Currie sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au 08 87372877

Jess Skeer dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Matthew McGregor http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au
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Term 2 2026 Calendar
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