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Friday, 3rd July 2026: Issue 7

LEADERSHIP 
Principal: Sam Currie

Hi Families,

We have had yet another fantastic term at Penola Primary, with our students demonstrating great
personal growth both in and outside of the classroom. It was fantastic to see nearly 100% of
families attend interviews last week, where your child’s achievements and next steps were
discussed.

Learning Expeditions Showcase – Wednesday 29th July (Term 3 – Week 2)

Throughout Term 2, all classes have worked incredibly hard on a Learning Expedition linked to the
town of Penola. This has provided some amazing opportunities for our students to get out into
the community and learn new things, as well as having local experts in their fields come into the
school to pass on their wisdom and knowledge to our students.
To bring this wonderful experience together, we are hosting a "Learning Expeditions Showcase"
on Wednesday, 29th July (Term 3 – Week 2) in our school gym, from 5:00–6:30pm, where all
classes will share their learning journeys and their final products with us.
We strongly encourage all students and families to attend to see first-hand the impact Learning
Expeditions have had on our students and our engagement with the local community. The
students have worked incredibly hard this term and it will be great for them to share their
learning with their families.

SunSmart Policy Update

Late this term, our Governing Council reviewed our SunSmart Policy, and has made the following
key changes:

Wide-brimmed hats are to be worn in Terms 1, 3, and 4 at ALL times.
Wide-brimmed hats are to be worn in Term 2 when the UV rating is above 3.
Sunscreen supplied by the school will be SPF 50 or 50+ broad-spectrum, water-resistant
sunscreen.

For any other minor changes and to view the full policy, please find it on our school website.
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SCHOOL NEWS: LEADERSHIP Cont...
Principal: Sam Currie

Canteen Update

We are very excited to announce that Marcia Gregory will be joining our school and working as
our canteen manager in Term 3. Marcia comes with a wealth of experience in the food and
catering industry, having run the Coonawarra Store for 15 years. We look forward to what Marcia
will bring to our canteen and school community.

While welcoming Marcia, we are saying an enormous thank you to Maryke, who has taken on this
role for the past three and a half years and has done an outstanding job in every aspect. The
quality of food, the daily operations, the attention to detail in ordering and maintaining budgets,
fundraising initiatives, facility upgrades, the increased role of student helpers and the way Maryke
supports them, and perhaps the biggest inclusion in Maryke’s time, the “Dig In Dinner,” all deserve
special mention.

The role Maryke has played in so many aspects goes above and beyond that of a canteen manager
and we thank her for her dedication and commitment to the role and our school.
While Maryke steps away from the canteen, we will still have her within our school as an SSO for
the remainder of the year, which we are thrilled about.

Term 3 Staffing

Following Sam McDougall’s permanent move to Millicent North Primary as Principal, we are now
in a position to place people in positions within our school for the remainder of the year.

Jess Skeer will continue in her role as Senior Leader for the remainder of the year. Jess has done
an outstanding job over the first six months and will continue to lead our school and support our
teachers and students in Wellbeing, Curriculum, and Pedagogy for the remainder of the year.

Jess will continue to work 0.8 (4 days a week) for the remainder of the year. In Term 3, this will be
0.6 (3 days a week) in her Senior Leader role and 0.2 (1 day a week) as acting Principal, as I reduce
to 0.8 (4 days a week) for a short period of time.

It is also exciting to announce that Hannah Pollard will remain our F/1B teacher until the end of
2026. Hannah has settled into our school seamlessly and we are thrilled that she will continue in
her teaching role for the remainder of the year.

We are also pleased to let you know that we are welcoming back Bridgette Cutchie in an SSO role
next term. Bridgette will be back with us on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, working across multiple
classes.

Have a fantastic break and I look forward to seeing everyone back refreshed in Term 3!

Thanks,

Sam Currie
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SCHOOL NEWS: 

The Family and Friends Volunteer group has had a busy start to the year, adding a substantial
sum to our fundraising total. We had just under $18,000 to spend this year and, after asking
staff what they thought was needed, we are thrilled to be able to purchase the following:

Remaining rooms to be recarpeted (2 rooms)
New tables for the JP classrooms
JP sandpit cover
JP whiteboard
STEM resources – textbooks that will be used across all year levels
iPad apps requested by staff to aid student learning
Year 2/3 / Bus Stop Outdoor Area – to spruce up the area and give the Year 2/3 students
and those waiting for the bus something to do/enjoy while waiting for the bus and at
recess/lunch
Year 6 graduation presents
New reading folders for incoming students

We have two more events for the year: the Father’s Day Stall and the swim carnival food stall.

A huge thank you to everyone who volunteered their time, baked goods, wrapped presents
and helped in any way to help us reach our fundraising goals. We are very grateful for the
support we receive.

Thank you, 

Jen McCulloch

SCHOOL NEWS: Family and Friends Volunteer Group Report

Family and Friends Volunteer Group
Report
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SCHOOL NEWS: First Responder Day

Thank a 
First Responder Day

On Wednesday, 10 June, Penola Primary School
and McKay Children’s Centre proudly
participated in Thank a First Responder Day.
We were fortunate to welcome our local police
officer, Rhys, along with Ryan and Libbi from
the South Australian Ambulance Service. Our
students had an amazing opportunity to
explore emergency vehicles, ask questions, and
learn about the vital work our first responders
do to keep our community safe.
A heartfelt thank you to all first responders for
your courage, dedication, and service. You
inspire us every day! 
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SCHOOL NEWS: Grand Buddies

Building Connections Across Generations: 
The Grand-Buddy Program

At Penola Primary School, our Grand-Buddy Program has been fostering meaningful
connections between students and older members of our community. Each student is
matched with a Grand Buddy—an older friend—creating opportunities to share stories,
participate in activities, and, most importantly, build lasting friendships.
The program goes far beyond simply having fun together. For our Grand Buddies, it brings
companionship and reduces feelings of loneliness. For our students, it’s a wonderful way to
learn empathy, show kindness and respect, and understand the importance of caring for
others.
When young and old come together, everyone benefits. We learn from one another, share
life experiences, and strengthen our community bonds. The Grand-Buddy Program reminds
us all that friendship truly knows no age limits.
We feel incredibly fortunate to be involved in such a rewarding initiative this year and would
like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Amanda Flint for her dedication and organisation.



Ron (85)
Ron once dreamed of becoming a fisherman but spent his
career driving trucks. His favourite school subject was
Nature, and as a child, he enjoyed playing chasey, football,
and fishing. For Ron, the best part of the Grand-Buddy
Program is getting to know the students. His advice is
simple: "Be happy and enjoy your life."

Pauline (84)
Pauline fondly remembers being quite fit in her youth, with
PE as her favourite subject. She loved playing softball and
basketball, and fulfilled her goal of becoming a nurse.
Pauline’s favourite aspect of the program is seeing all the
students. She encourages us all to "be good and enjoy life."

Carol (79)
Carol enjoys nothing more than family gatherings. At school,
she excelled at typing and relished games like hopscotch and
knuckle bones. She recalls a simpler childhood without social
media or mobile phones and enjoys mixing with the students
through the program. Carol’s advice: "Be responsible and try
hard at school."

Merle
Merle is "as young as she feels"! She enjoyed walking to
school and playing hopscotch. She points out how lucky
today’s children are to have so many entertainment options
compared to her own youth. Merle cherishes being around
young people and her advice is: "Behave, be nice to elderly
people an
d don’t be cheeky."
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SCHOOL NEWS: Grand Buddies cont...

Meet Our Grand Buddies
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SCHOOL NEWS: Grand Buddies cont...

Jean (83)
Jean remembers her childhood as challenging due to
wartime, but also filled with sport such as netball and
tennis. Her favourite subject was Maths, and her happiest
memory was her father returning from war. She later
worked at a telephone exchange. Jean enjoys seeing
children have fun through the program. Her wise words:
"Be kind, take notice of older people, and don’t take the
wrong path."

Alan "Spud" (99)
Soon to turn 100, Spud’s childhood was filled with football,
cricket, rabbit hunting, and barefoot runs to school. He
became the farmer he aspired to be as a child. Spud’s
advice to students: "Play sport."

Marlene (86)
Marlene grew up loving all sports, particularly basketball
and running, and pursued a career as a nurse. She refers to
her younger days as "the good world," and enjoys seeing
students participate in the Grand-Buddy Program. Her
advice: "Enjoy yourselves and have fun."

Meet Our Grand Buddies

The Grand-Buddy Program is a testament to the power of intergenerational relationships. We
look forward to sharing more memories and laughter as the year continues.
Please join us in thanking our wonderful Grand Buddies and celebrating this special program at
Penola Primary School.



SCHOOL NEWS: JP Games
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JP Games - Sports



SCHOOL NEWS: Disco
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Going Country at the Disco
On Thursday night, our Year 4, 5, and 6 students enjoyed a fantastic evening at "The Wild" Country
Theme Disco, proudly organised by the SRC. Our school hall was filled with the sights and sounds of
country fun as students arrived dressed in all sorts of creative western-inspired outfits.
The SRC did a wonderful job planning and hosting the event, providing a safe and exciting atmosphere
where everyone could dance, enjoy good music, and have fun with their friends. It was great to see so
many students getting into the spirit of the theme and making the most of the evening.
Thank you to the SRC for their leadership and hard work, as well as to all staff and volunteers who
helped support the event. Your efforts ensured a memorable night for our Year 4, 5, and 6 students.
We look forward to more great SRC events in the future!
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SCHOOL NEWS: Environment Group

Environment Group
Earth Keepers Camp 

Earlier this term our Environment Group travelled to the Naracoorte Caves to participate in the
Earthkeeper's Training Camp. They shared this experience with groups from 7 other schools,
where they learned more about how all living things in earth are connected. On day 1 they
investigated munchlines, discovered how energy and materials are at cycled over and over and
found time capsules that gave them a glimpse into how the world has changed. They even met
someone from the future! On day 2 they immersed themselves in the environment, used all their
senses to connect with nature and made pledges about what changes they will make to lessen
their impact on earth. They earned 2 of the 4 keys they need to become fully fledged
Earthkeepers. Tyrel, Otis, Jim and Harvey were excellent representatives for Penola Primary
throughout the camp and walked away with the knowledge and enthusiasm they will need to
make a difference. Great work team!
 
Tyrel also recorded some of his observations and wanted to share it with you. 

My Magic Spot - By TSL
The distant whoosh of a helicopter flying overhead, silenced by a gush of wind howling through
the trees. The singing chirp of birds and a sudden SCREECH! A cockatoo flying overhead, the
laughing of a kookaburra a distant pledge. The bumpy, not to mention rough Sheoak beside me
peels its bark. A few stumps sit lonely, free for a companion. Bridal Creeper makes the contrast
of the ground bright green. Leaves signal to me that the wind has picked up. In a cage of trees
quite relaxing actually. Besides all that the distant murmurs of great survivors talk to me about
how they coped with change, their home destroyed. To our success we changed what we
destroyed. These days will be remembered FOREVER!!!
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SCHOOL NEWS: Choir 

Inspiring Visit from South East
Primary School Music Festival Director

We recently had the pleasure of welcoming Shylie, the Music Director of the South East
Primary School Music Festival, to our school for a special workshop. During her visit, we
worked on a selection of songs, focusing on areas where we needed support, as well as
highlighting the pieces we are already performing confidently.
Shylie’s expert guidance was greatly appreciated and has helped inspire and prepare us as we
continue working towards our Term 4 performance.
We were also joined by students and staff from Kalangadoo Primary School and Mary
MacKillop, making it a collaborative and memorable experience for everyone involved.
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SCHOOL NEWS: SAPSASA Netball

SAPSASA - Netball

We are delighted to acknowledge the fantastic
achievements of our talented students—Laila,
Sophie, Amy, Harvey, and Jack—who were recently
selected to represent the Mid South East and South
East Country at the SAPSASA Netball competition.

Throughout the week, our students displayed
exemplary sportsmanship, demonstrating genuine
teamwork, determination, and respect both on and
off the court. Their commitment to fair play and
supporting their teammates was evident in every
match. These qualities truly reflect the values we
uphold at Penola Primary School.

We are incredibly proud of how Laila, Sophie, Amy,
Harvey, and Jack carried themselves, representing
our school with integrity and pride. Such
achievements are a testament to their hard work and
positive attitude.

We would also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to
our dedicated coaches and the families who
provided wonderful support and encouragement.
Your guidance and commitment have been
invaluable in helping our students reach these
milestones.

Congratulations once again to Laila, Sophie, Amy,
Harvey, and Jack! You have made us all at Penola
Primary School very proud.
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SCHOOL NEWS: Variety Games

Variety Games -Ten Pin Bowling
On 16 June, Jim, Xander, Tyrel, and Rylan proudly represented Penola Primary School
as the “Penola Pins” at the recent Variety Games 10 Pin Bowling Tournament. The
team demonstrated great enthusiasm and sportsmanship throughout the competition,
with Tyrel impressively earning the award for the highest individual score. Following
their fantastic efforts on the lanes, the group rounded off their exciting day with a
well-deserved celebration at McDonald’s.
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SCHOOL NEWS: Round Robin Basketball

Round Robin
Basketball



 

CANTEEN NEWS: 
Canteen Manager: Maryke Van der Merwe 

Canteen Duty (Term 3)
FRIDAY, 24  July - Anna McGregorth

FRIDAY, 31  July - Tracey Lamontth

FRIDAY, 7 August - Amy Hillth
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Contact Us: 
Principal: Sam Currie  sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au 

Curriculum, Pedagogy and Wellbeing Senior Leader: Jess Skeer

Governing Council Chairperson: Matthew McGregor 

Penola SA 5277

Phone: 08 87372300

Fax: 08 87372877

Email: dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Website: http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au

11 Riddoch Street

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Important dates for Term 3, 2026 

20  July - Term 3 startsth

29  July - Learning Expedition Presentation Eveningth

TToday, we say a special thank you to Maryke, who has been an outstanding Canteen
Manager for the past three and a half years. Her dedication and hard work have
meant so much to our school community. We are delighted that Maryke will
continue at Penola Primary School as an SSO for the rest of the year.

We also warmly welcome Marcia Gregory, who brings many years of food and
catering experience, as our new Canteen Manager from Term 3.

A special thank you to Chloe and Amy for presenting flowers and a card to Maryke on
behalf of the school.

Canteen News
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 Term 3, 2026 Calendar
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21/9 22/9 23/9 24/9 25/9

14/9 15/9 16/9 17/9 18/9

7/9 8/9 9/9 10/9 11/9

31/8 1/9 2/9 3/9 4/9

24/8 25/8 26/8 27/8 28/8

17/8 18/8 19/8 20/8 21/8

10/8 11/8 12/8 13/8 14/8

3/8 4/8 5/8 6/8 7/8

27/7 28/7 29/7 30/7 31/7

20/7 21/7 22/7 23/7 24/7

Learning Expedition
Presentation  Evening

3.00pm-6.30pm

MASA Quiz Night Yr
5/6 @ PHS

Hot Shots Tennis 
Yr 3-6

Music in my Suitcase
Performance 

Year 4/5 Camp

Assembly - 5/6 A

Assembly - 5/6B

STEM Bright Futures 
Yr 5-6



 

SCHOOL INFORMATION:  SunSmart Policy
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SCHOOL EVENT:  
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COMMUNITY NEWS:  
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