Monday, 10th August 2026: Issue 8

Hi Families,

We have had an outstanding start to Term 3, with a number of students participating in extra-
curricular opportunities, including ICAS Assessments and SAPSASA sporting events. In addition,
we also held our first Learning Expeditions Showcase of Learning, which was an incredible display
of student achievement and community spirit.

We are delighted to have welcomed several new students and families to Penola Primary School
this term. This includes our mid-year Foundation students, who are just beginning their school
journey, as well as students joining us from neighbouring schools. It was wonderful to officially
welcome everyone at last week’s assembly. We look forward to getting to know our new students
and their families, and building strong, positive relationships as we learn and grow together.

Learning Expedition Showcase Success

In Week 2, we proudly hosted our first whole-school Learning Expedition Showcase, and it was a
tremendous success! It was inspiring to see the gym filled with families and community members,
all coming together to celebrate our students’ achievements.

For the past 18-24 months, our overarching goal at Penola Primary School has been to create a
place where all students are actively engaged and involved in their learning. Every aspect of our
professional development for staff has supported this long-term vision. Whether through our
focus on mentor texts, fluency partners, questioning, feedback, or goal setting, we have
deepened our collective knowledge to increase student engagement and give students greater
voice and agency in their learning.

Learning Expeditions are a wonderful reflection of this, with students from Foundation to Year 6
proudly sharing their learning journeys. It was fantastic to see students eagerly discussing their
work with families, demonstrating not only their achievements but also their passion and
confidence.



A key feature of our Learning Expeditions was the involvement of our local community. The
success of this initiative was only possible thanks to the community’s enthusiastic engagement
with our students and staff. We sincerely thank everyone who took the time to participate and
support our school. Your involvement has provided our students with valuable opportunities to
learn about Penola’s key industries and the history of our town in engaging and meaningful ways.
We are truly grateful for your continued support.

We are incredibly proud of both our students and educators for making this vision a reality. As our
next step, the staff will take time to review our approach, and later this term, Jess Skeer and | will
travel to Adelaide for further professional learning. We look forward to bringing new ideas back to
Penola to make our Learning Expeditions even more powerful in 2027 and beyond.

2026 Parent Survey

The Department for Education coordinates a parent survey each year to better understand what
we are doing well, where we can improve, and what is important to you as a parent or carer.

This year, the survey opened in late July and will close at midnight on Sunday 6 September 2026.
During the first few weeks of the survey window, you will receive an email or SMS from the Parent
Survey Team with a unique link to participate. | highly encourage you to complete the survey—it
takes less than 10 minutes.

Your feedback will be used in our school improvement planning and, more broadly, to improve
education in South Australia. Your answers will not identify you or your child. Only collated
feedback will be provided to our school.

If you haven't received an email or SMS with your unique survey link by Friday 14 August 2026,
please check  your spam or junk email folders. Alternatively, contact
education.ParentSurvey@sa.gov.au and include our school’s name in your email. A new survey
link will then be sent to you.

Book Week

This year, we will be holding Book Week in Week 6 (24th—28th August). The theme for this year is
‘Symphony of Stories’. There will be a special assembly on Friday, 28th August at 9 am, where
students will have the chance to show off their costumes and present some of the work they have
done about a book their class has read.

Thanks,


mailto:education.ParentSurvey@sa.gov.au
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Welcome to Our New Canteen Manager — Marcia Gregory

It is our pleasure to announce and warmly welcome Marcia
Gregory as the new Canteen Manager at Penola Primary
School.

Many in our community will know Marcia from her
previous role as owner of the Coonawarra Store, where
she built a wonderful reputation for creating delicious
meals, cakes, and lunches. Marcia brings with her a wealth
of experience, a love for good food, and a passion for
serving others.

We are excited for Marcia to bring her skills and creativity
to our school canteen. She is committed to providing
healthy, tasty, and affordable options for all students and
staff, and to making the canteen a welcoming and inclusive
space.

We invite students, staff, and families to stop by the
canteen to say hello to Marcia, and to welcome her to the
Penola Primary School community. We look forward to the
delicious creations Marcia will bring to our canteen and
wish her much success in her new role.

Please note that all lunch orders must be placed by the
QKr! cut-off time of 8.30am. We kindly ask families to
ensure their orders are submitted on time to help our
canteen run smoothly and efficiently. Thank you for your
cooperation.

12" August - MASA Quiz Night Yr 5/6 @ PHS

24" - 27" August - Book Fair

26™ August - WOOF Day Wear a splash of Orange
28" August - Book week Assembly/ Parade

Contact Us:

Sam Currie sam.currie685@schools.sa.edu.au
Jess Skeer

Matthew McGregor

Canteen Duty

FRIDAY, 14™ August - Isabella Heysen
FRIDAY, 21 August - Tahlia Mullen
FRIDAY, 28"August - April Possingham

11 Riddoch Street

Penola SA 5277
08 87372300
dl.0763.info@schools.sa.edu.au

http://www.penolaps.sa.edu.au
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